A Narative of New-Englands 


PERSECUTION. 
WHERINIS 

New-England is become Old. 
Alfo four Propofals to the Honoured Parliament and Councel of Sta mill? 


touching the way te Propagate the Gospel of Chrift ( with {mall 
charge and great fafety ) both in Old Exglana and New. 


Alfo four conclufions touching the faith and ordet of the Gofpel of . 
Chrift out of his laft Will and Teftament, confirmed and juftified : 


ByJoun Crarx Phyfician ofRode Ifland in America. 


Revel, 2, 2§. Hold faft I come, 
1%. Behoalcomequickiy, 
22. 20. Amen, even{ocome Lord 
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To the Right Honorable the Houfe of 


PARLIAMENT,andCouNcet of State forthe Com- 


monwealth of ENGLAND, Theauthor humbly craves of that 


mighty Counfeller, that Prince of peace, a large donation of the 
{pirit of Counfell, and of the {pirit of courage, witha fuitable and 
happy fuccefs for the Peace, Liberty, and enlargement of thefe three 
Nations. 


Ay it pleafe you right Honorable, in fome of thofe few 
vacant hours which it pleafeth themoft high ( whole 
& rod and {taff you are) to afford unto you, from thofe ma- 
ny, weighty, difficult, and diflractfull incombrances, and 
affairs , cthatdo flow in, and prels oe you daily , to 
caft your eye(at leaft for recreation fake) upon this Trea- 
tie, and the rather, becaufe it contains in it matter of no {mall concem- 
ment, as in it feif, fo efpecially to your honoured {elves ; forin the firtt 
part, which is the nairative 5 you may pleate to read a tragicall ftory , 
wherein I hope yout eye will not a litle affect your tender hearts , to ice 
fuch a difcurteous entertainment of ftrangers , and wayfaring-men that 
wese paflirg by , and tarried but for a night or two, and that by their 
neighbours, men profeffing the fear of the Lord as they alfo do; who to- 
for liberty of their confcieaces, and worfhip of their God, as their 
_ hearts were perfwaded , long fince fled from the perfecuting hands of the. 
Lordly Bs(hops , your adverlaries and ours, unto thofe utmoft parts of 
the World, to the extreme hazard of their lives, the wafting of their ¢- 
ftates,and upon the point, to the coral lofs and deprivation of their ncer 
and deer relations, and the comforts thereof in this their native land; and 


the rather to fee this aéted by that {word, that hand, which from your 
A 2 | honoured 


honored arm they are betrulted with, and fo to fee your {word,your p>w-- 
er, your hand mifufed cherein,In the fecoad part,which is the confirma:- 
on of my teftimony by the word ot God,and teftimony of Chrift}eius the 
Lord, andefpecially’ in the laver part thereof: you that count it your 
teft honour, and higheft preferment in this world to be fervanis of 
Chrift ( who is indeed the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings , whofe 
Sword-bearers you are, as was alfo that Cefar although he krew it not) 
you ( I fay I hope ) fhall find that he hath not required tuck: things at 
your hands, as generally they.chat have been his Sword-bearers: before: 
felves have been apt to conceive; and :hereupon have been too deep-. 
engaged in the fhedd: gof muh innocent bloud in this Land ; being. 
alfo periwaded thereunto by their teachers, who to maintain their fuper- 
Aitious, humane, invented religion and worfhip, for filthy lucres fake, it 
being the only curious art, and craft by which had their wealth 
and livingsasthofe of old; not hav: ng the two-edged {word of the Spirit, . 
which is the word of God, todefend themlelves, and to maintain their 
raft, againtt the poor illiterate and deipifed fervants ard witnefles of 
Jefus Chrift, have been forced to call for the {word of fteel, the power 
of the Magitirate, to help ro ftop their mouthes, to cut them off, and 
fo to take them out of their way, and by cafting a mift before their Ru- 
lers eyes they have (till perlwaded them , That thisis their office , and 
duty to do, and chat hereby they did Godbeft fervice with that fword 
wh which they were betrulted , whereas indeed they did bur make 
their {word guilty of the blood of the innocent,and thus were they taken 
off from attending upon the very thing for which this jword was put 
into their hands, to attend upon theirprivate , and carnall inte. efts , . 
and fo were brought into a double trantereffion. errataes, 
Right Honourable, I hopethe Lord willteach youto beware, and by _ 
iving you a clear difcerning of his mind, and will in thefe more — 
ight: fiunne-fhining daies (wherein the Earth begins to be filled with 
the waters-cover the Sea.) will give you 
_ to underftand that as all power in earth is givento him, {0 he to the 
ty -of God his: Father, whofe power, and wifdome he is, doth 
wilely manage the fame bya two fold’ adminiftration of power {uita- 
ble to the two fold {tate or being of man, whom in the-earth, and in 
the things thereof he hath appointed Lord; that one may be called an 
earthly , and outward adminiftration , which fuits the outward/-man, 
ané ali hole. outward, and vifible things ( in reference unto man ) 
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T be Epiftle Dedicatory. 
that do belong thereto, ashe isLordthereof, and ismanaged by an’ 
outward vifible {word of fteel, and by acarnall or audible voyce, 
or word of him , or them that holds it in their hand, and to an out- 
ward and carnalend, ( yet righteous, jult, and good, which being 
diligently attended co tends to the peace, liberty, and profperity of a 
civil State, Nation and. Kingdom fo far as it conceras the outward man 
and vifible ftare thereof; ) whichendis the prefervation of it feif, 
the whole, andevery particular part, and petfon, belonging thereun- 
to, fafe in their perton , name, and etate from him,, or them that 
would rife up vilibly to oppreis, or wrong.themin the fame; Thus in 
the general; and to inftanee saapenicnaole in cafe by the cauti- 
on of a wholefome Law, and juft penalty annexed thereunto, which 
by a carnall hand or way, isprefented to a carnalland vilible eye, 
~“orear, the Oppreffour takes not warning, and will not be deterred 
trom offering violence tothe perfon, name, oreftate of his neighbour, 
then by this power fh lhe be made refponfible, and be forced no- 
lens. volens 5 fo far as he is able to make it good, andto reftore; in 
cafe any be impoverifhed , or faln to decay in their outward man y 
and eftares by age, ficknels. fire, or by fome other way , or hand 
of GOD; fo faras their prefent {tiength extends, by this power 
they are co be employed, and where it fails;to be relicyed, and chat 
- by anequall, and jult levy of their neigbours eftates to be taken allo 
by force in cafe there be not fo muchlove, andcharity in them tos 
wards their poor diftreffed neighboursto conftrain.them thereunto , and 
by the fame way alfoto maintain itfelf, and all.other jult undertakings 
_ that may be prefented for the prefervation of the whole. And this in 
brief is the {um of chat adminiftration of Chrifts power in. earth fo far as 
it meerly concems the outward man with refpeétto others that may up- 
hold it, or moleft ic, and is managed by that. {word of {eel which 
in reference unto him is called: in {cripture therod of irop by which he’ 
rulesthe nations, and breaks them to peeces like a Potters vefiel; and 
with this adminiltration of his power oa Earth ( Right Honourable) — 
hath he( who is the Lord of and fhall ere ong appeanas King 
and Judge of all ) betrufted you in thefe three Nations, having as a 
manifeft token thereof put into youz hand that iron rod, and to admira-. 
tion bach fees heued gous arm for the fubduing and ot- 
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€reating of them, and fo to tran 


"The Epistle Dedicatory. 

“Thereis yet befides this, another adminiftration of Chrifts power on 
Earth, which compared with this, may be truly termed heavenly and 
fpirituall, ir being that which fuiteth with, and principally is exercifed 
about the {piticuail,or hidden part of man, to wit, his tpiric, mind , ard 
conicience, which is indeed the moft naturall Lord and commander of 
the outward , it and all things belonging thereunto being but naturally 
fubject, and readily obedient, trom which very corfideration it is, that ic 
is more fafe, and alfo more honourable , for the powers on earth to have 
one thouland fouls to be fubjeét to them for love and conicience fake, 
than'to have ten thoufand times ten thouland bodies feemingly fubject, 
’ for wrath fake, and for fear of revenge; this {pirit and great commander 
in man, is fuch a fparkling beam, trom the Father of lights, and fpirics, 
. thacit cannot be lorded over, commanded, or forced, either by mer, de- 


vils, or angels, but oriely deayir g its firit Ration, wherein it came fo neer 


to the light and glory’ of God, it 1s now cauled to poflefs death and dark- 
hefs, and by that mcansisin'a capacity by men and devils to be decei- 
ved; and fo by perfwafion tobe mis-led. This {pirituall adminiftratio. 


of Chrifts athe in and over the {pirits and confciences of m:n, asitex- | 
| che inward and hidden motions and a&tings of the mind, fo. 


tends toa 


to all the outward manifeftations of ics powerfull commands in the out- 
ward man, in reference unto God, and efpecially unto fuch as appertain 
tothe vifible worfhip and fervice of God , who hath declared himtelf to 
be a Spirit , and will be worfhipped in ipirit and in truth, and feeks 
fuch, and ontly fuch to worfhip him: This tpicitua‘l adminiftration fo 
far as it concems the outward man, is managed not by a {word of Sreel 
( which cannot-come neer or touch the {pirit or mind ef man ) but by the 
{word that sag eds out of the mouth of his fervants, the word of truth, 
and efpeciallyas to the efficacy, and to the inward man, by the two- 
edged iword of the Spirit, that fpiricuall law and light with which chefe 
candles of the Lord are enlightned, and that by himfelf, who is that light 
all adminiftration of Chrifts power on earth in and over the {pirits, minds, 
and confciences of the fons of men, and alfo over the outward man as 
to worfhip meetly , is committed into the hands of the Spirit of Chrift, 
who is his viceroy here on earth, and is only able to deal with fpirits by 
Way of convincing, converting, transforming, and as it werea-new 
ul them out of the Kingdome of dark-. 
nefs, in which they are by nature, into the glorious -iberty of the Saints 
in light, Whois pleafed alfo to make uf@of the mouths of his fervants, 
and through them,as cmpty reeds, and crooked rams-homes , to ovef- 
turn 


that enlight neth every man that comes into the world, and this fpiritu= 
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Epistle Dedicatory, 
turn the {pirits, and {pirituail ftrong holds of men and devils , and by 
themtoconviét, ave. ge, and execute the fentence written, which 
firch as manife(t the emaity that is in their minds in the higheft degree even 
again{t the holy Spirit himielf ( the only fin unpardonable ( forall other 
fin and bla(phemy fhall be forgiven) I fay the writcen fentence that isto 
be executed upon fuch ) is anathema maranatha ,thatis,accuried with. 
this intimation, oar Lord comers, leaving them unull’he meet with them; 
and otherwife than thus the fervants of Corift cannot proceed, having ex- 
refs commacd not to lirive, but to be patients apt toteach,in mecknels 
in{tructing thole that oppole themielves, & to wait if God at any time wil 
give them repentance to the acknowledgement of the truth: Thus if it 
leafe the Father of lights to give you ( Right Honorable )) co diftinguifh 
tween thefe two adm:niftrations of Chrift’s power here on earth, and 
to leave that part to himfelf in the hand of his Spirit, which cannot be. 
conferred on ozhers, nor yet rightly managed but by the svo-edged [word 
of that Spirizgand wholly give up yout felves to improve that part which 
belongs unto, and well fuits with that {word which you are.now be- 
crulted with, it will much conduce to his glory, your own praife, and: 
the peace and fetclement of thefe three Nations, over which the Lord 
hath fet you. wal, 
And whereas Right Honorable, itisin your hearts, to propagate the 
Golpell of Jefus Chrift ; the thing is excellent that is in your hearts, and I 
hope the way to effest it is before you , whichis, fith the Lord of hoafts - 
hath faid, that works of chis nature are carried on, mor by might, nor b 


power , but by his Spirit therefore to give way to his Spirit for the ef- 


fecting thereof : and to this.end I humbly propofe, that.your way to fur- 
ther this glorious defiga , asto the might and power this Lord of Hoatts 


5 


hath betrufted youwith,is 


1. Not fo muchastotouchhis Anointed, andto do his Prophets 
00 harm, their ointment bsing the Spirit of prophecy, and) this Spirit of 
prophecy the teftimony and witnels of the Gofpel of-Jefus. And — 

2, Asobedient and dutifull fervanes to that Lord of Lords, to fuf- 
fer the Tares ( which beine the adverlary fown after the Wheat . muft | 
needs be ment, erronious, heretical, and antichriftian perfons profeffing 
the Gofpel, I fay to let thefe rares:) alonein that part of the field, or 
world, over which the great Lord of the harvelt hath placed your Ho- 


Nors; fith it is his pleafiire they (hall there remain to the time of the har- 
__yelt, being the end of the world , and that out of his tender’ refpeét to the 


Wheat , left in luckipg up the rares (though evidently difcerned by 
his fervan:s ) the Wheat fhould be rooted up alfo. And 


T be Epifile Dedicatory. 
Tothe fameend not to give your word, or power to the beat 
yet to fuffer your power, neither in thele three nations, nor yet in 
any forreign part of the world to be fo mifuted by any to whom'tis com~ 
mitted, as vertue thereof out of an zeal, and blind devor'- 
» pretending to pluck up the tares( which yet is co to the {s 
f the Lord) to the wheat allo. 
4 To Solkibaece and incourage (as through Gods mercifull hand 
On your hearts in fome meafure you do ) fuch asare faichful, and up- 
| ogni inthe land , by this means fhall a wide andeffectual door be open- 
, and fo fhall the word of the Lord , which is the Gofpel of Chrift go 
3 forth, run, and be glorifyed through ail ‘hoe pares of the world that ac- 
knowledge your power , thac is of God hall ftand, encreate 
and be propacated , and that which is not of God (hall fall, decay, and 
Come tonothing, Thus fhall you alfo accomplifh the words of the Pro- 
phets of old,in fathers unto ervant and children 
of God, who under you fhall lead a peaceable, and quiet life in all god- 
linefs, and honefty, and fhall be greatly obli-ged to improve their inter- 
eft in the father of mercies by their pretenting to him conftant and earneft 
itions, fupplications , interceflions, and giving of ag? on your be- 
If. And for the furtherance of thofe worthy thoughts of your hearts, 
they fhall not ceafe to preach, and declare oa mlm {mall what they 
feen, and felt, rd touching the of Chrift, and to ay 
the lord of the ha rveft to fend forth faithful — labourers into his 
harveft; which is i the conftant, hearty, and carneft requeft of 


Your bumble: and faithful 
Subject, 


Joun Crarx. 


—— | 
| 
| 
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and their depexdency inthe Mathatulets C in New-England,7: 
Author wifheth repentauce to the acknowledgement of the truth as 


ir is ty Jefus (hrift. 


1, Onore d Friends ,.for fo without feruple or diffimolation can I 
call you 5 fome of you honor for your parts, others for your 


Am places fake, and both for many good things I fee in you, and 
for evils reformed by ; call you friends, for my love to you 
(in truth) is onfained, neither are there (1 blefs the Lord 
be withftanding the difcurteous ofage which | and my friends re- 
| ) ceived from you ) any. evill thoughts in my heart cowards you, | 
becaufe I jydgg you were put upon what you did by a Ze@l( I would not think, 
private or Caarall interefts. but ) towards God , thinking theteby tado him 
fervice 5 although | confidently believe, and therefore boldly do affirm that his 
foul abhors it; And that | may deal plainly with you as a friend, I will tell you 
what in my heart [ think and judge , that fuch a zeal Of God isndét according to 
truce knowledge, or knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus Chrift, which would 
foon take you off, and free you from that foul murdering ; and blood thirfty 
lie. I hope yon will not be offended co fee thts Narrative brought forth into the 
publick view,ic being upon the point forft from me by your friends & agent here, 
-fecing alfo the matrer , which is contained therein is of no lefs than of pub.’ 
lick concernment , was not done io a corner 5 is the fruit of your zeal, and that | 
wherin | fuppofe you glory and count your felves herein a worthy pattern for all 
that fear the Lord, to follow y ou, and withall their might tobe conformed to; 
* which if a ccurch, | then fave you a labour, and further your defign, yea I publith 
your praife, and glory , but my own difgrace and fhame 5 but ifa miftake, and 
falfehood, 1 fhall then hereby give occafionunto your faichful friends ( whofe 
words may be of more prevailing power, and force than mine, through prejadice _ 
for prefent, are like to be) to tell you friendly, and yet plainly , that you do but” 
glory in your fhame, fo that the tite may come, if fo be the willof God » that 
you may fmite upon your thigh, and fay within your felves, what fruit had we 
then of thofe things, whereof we ace now afhamed; neither lec it be offenfive to 
your (pirits to fee my teftimonydpr which thing fake among you we were fhame- 
_-fuliy entreated , being alfo ftrangers to you and belonging to another jarifdicti- 
on where and by whofe means divers of you, and yours, and fuch as have been of 
chiefcft note , and moft highly efteemed by you, have enjoyed eurtefies with far 
greater liberties in point of confcience no man gainfaying? Jet it not offend I fay 
to fee this teftimony when none of you (upon the oft repeated’motion ) would 
come forth ro oppofe it,then to be made yet more poblick ,& by che wofd ofGod, 
and teftimoay of Chrift Jefus the Lord to be brought forth into the open view of 
all, confirmed and joftifyed « neither take it ill that fith I could not with freedom, 
and apon equal terms {peak with you , and difcufs chefe points for which we have 
been fenrenced , that then I have made bold ro write unto you fome few lines, 
that rhereby I might remind yoo (leaft you let it flip ) that we were brought be 
fore you as by a hand from beneath, fo not without a fpeciall , and hand 
from above , ‘and thar to be a teftimony againft you in thefe two weighty parti- 
culars Airft ro bear reftimony a gainft your ftanding with refpect to the worlhip 
of God‘appointed by Chrift , which in terms (for it ip Rot now a 
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difemble fecing the Lord ‘is at hand ) is fale, andevil, not the order of the 
Gofpe! of Chriltas you pretend , and therefore diforder , confuhon , and thay 
which in Scripture language is called Babel 5 And fecondly to bear teftimony . 
or witnefs againft that way by which you maintain it, which being chiefly as it 
! | appears by carnal weapons, which caanot reagh tu the heart or {piric of 4 man, 
| which is the principal part, and upon the point the whole in the worthip of God, 
without which theie is na acceprance with him this | mufi peeds alfo be fall, 
bur yet far worfe , it being no way appointed , OF approved of Chrift, aor yer 
groundedly expeded or pradtifed by Chriftians who tuft truftcd in Chrift, and 
therefore. upon due examination will prove moft unchriflian, yea Antichriftian 5 
I fhali ule but thefe two ai guwents in this place co convince you, The firft wher- 
Randeth thus. 
That order , and way to maintain ic which neither bath precept from Chrift, 
and his Apoftles in his laft willand celtamenc, nor yet prelident, gy example a- 
mong thole that Grlt trafted in Child , thac order cannot be the order of the 
Golpel of Chrift, sor shat way his way to maintain it. 
‘ But the order which you call the arder of the Gofpelof Chrift, and the way 
| which you fay is-his way ro mainraii it, hath ncither precept, nor prelident in his 
laft will aod ceftament. 

* The tuft propefition | fuppofe none of you can denynlefs you can find a later 
than thar which is called his laft will and teftament,and as for the fecond the truth 
the reof, will as eafilyappear if you bring your ordet,and way to maintain it to the 

precept of Chrift , and practife ef thofe that fiift ceufted in him 5 and fird for 
your order, what precept from Chrift , or practile among thofe that firft trufted 
in him have you for baptizing of infaats (who are declared to be but ficth and by 
nature the Children of wrath one as wellas another; ) for rantiling and {prink- 
ling them, and not baptizing or dipping them, for accepting fuch as were ~ 
{prinkled with Gipesfitious hallowed wacer, and by the of as fuperftirious 
coulecrated a miniftery of Antichrilt,and for receivieg of fuch as are {prinkled by’ 
| your felves torke ordinance of haptifm as you call ic, bot yer to deny them 
| commusion in che Apofties dodtiine» andin breaking of bread: And if you 
| cannot find cher precept from Chrift or his Apoltles , or example among thofe 
thar fill trufied um Chrilt for none of thife , then will you be a: lols forthe reft, 
and neither , fiad precept or prefident for your joining together , or for your 
imication of thofe that crufted ia bim in they miniftery of continuance toge. 
gether in the Apoftles doctrine and feilow {hip and breaking of bread ,and pray- . 
And touching your way to maintain it, where have you a/preeept and prefi- 
deat in the willard ceftiment of Cliift for fucha gathering tcgether with 
fefpe& tathe order ofthe Gofpell of Chrift inthe same, and by the leave of the 
Magilirace, foas to make ic athiaguntewiul for the fervapts of Chrift to do it, 
watheut bim, by the civil fward ta comed errour, herefies, and all falfe worfhipty 
Confirain a) members , and fuch alfo asare without (and fo cannot but 
j by you he louked npoa to be without faich , wichout which it is impoffible to 
pleale Gad ) outward!y and bypocritically to cosform to your worhhip, of to 
ficain them io like manner ourwsrdliFand hyporriically from enjoying their own, 
when according so cbar (to which is the promite of peace co {och 
as walk thereby ) the gceateft Apoftacies and Blafphemies (chat unpardonable fin 
ik natexcepted ) wete bat punithed with a delivery of the’ perfon that 
was guilty checeofunso Satan phe God of this warld , chat he might learn not to 
blaipheme the God of heaven, aod fo ro leave him to the coming of the Lord’ 
whathall come in flaming fire co rendes vengeance upon fuch; and fo much is 
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fied by the word anathema Maranatha, And I pray tonfider whether this be aor 
co place the Magiltrace too high, of t00 low 5 t00 nigi in caferyou make him the 
chief, and ppon the poinc the only Judge in fpiricual things (iach as apperrain to 
the myftery of godJine& that isfo gseat, and luch as belong to the myflery of 
Kingdome of Chrilt, thas is fo wonderful fo as to judge and determine wha is 
truth, and what iserror and.herefie , whar is the right way @fthe worfhip of God 
who being afpirit hach-declered chat he will be worfhipped in fpirit, and in tryth, 
and what is noc; whoare the worfbippers he leeks for, and who ate fych as his 
foul abhors ? and again too low in cafe you make him but che executioner only of 
other menus judgements; which indeed is che ordinary piactife. And fo 1 have doac 
wich che firft argament; the fecond {lands thus, 
2. Arg. That order, and way co maintain it which is not only diffesent trom ; 
but contrary unco the precept of Chrift in his Ja‘t will and teftamenct , and the prac. 
tife of Chriftians thar fir ft in him,chat order cannor be the order of the Gofpel 
of Chrift , nor that way his way to maintain ic. Bucthe orders which yon call che 
order of the Gofpel of Chrift , and the way which yon fay is his way: to maintain it, is 
not omly differear from bur conwary the precept of Chrilt, and che pradife of 

The propofi:ion ip undeniable, and the fecond will eahily appear to be true 
if'your order, and that way by which you {eek to maintain it be brought to and com- 
pared wich the precepr of Chrift,and his A poftles,and the example of thofe charches 
that firft ctufted in him 5 and firit compare but yout order with either precept, or 
prefident 5 and ic will evidently appear not only co be differing fiom, bur contrary 
anto the o:der of the Golpel of Chrift: fos according to the preceps of Chrift every 
creature to whom the Golpel was to be preached was by the preaching thereof to be 
made a dilcip!e before he was to be baptifed, and then being lo made, ard ‘bap 
tized he was to be raught co obferve all chings which Chrift had commanded, which 
was in reference to afober, righteous, and godly converfaticn inthe osder of his 
houfe, according ro whieh precept was the prattife of chofe chac Gift rufted in him, | 
far they, and they only that gladly received the word of falvation by Jefus Chrift 
were bapriged, Ads 2 and they, and all they that were baptized were joined withr 
gut the leave of the Magutrate » and continued rogerher fteadfatly in the Apofties 
doctrine; and iv fellowfhip,and breaking of bread and prayers but your joining toge- 
ther nat at che command of the Lord » bur by the leave of the Magiftrare» and your 
continuing rogether in imiration of the frit Chyrches , and appointing a miniftery 
before your felves he baprized,and fo viGbly planted into the death.of Chrilt as they 
wete 5 and your adminiltring baptifm (as you call it ) co fuchas are not the true fub- 
thereof before they are taught» os made difciples 5 and after a falle manner, 
by fprinkling, which way (cfembles the death, burial, or refatcection of 
Jefus being that which bis baprifme.is appointed 54nd your admitsing 
ome bapcif (as yeu own it which you selyle to admit anto breaking of bread, 
and. your receiving luch ro beeaking of bread, which yer,were never baptized with 
the bap.tifm appointed by. Jefus Chrift the Lord 5 and your fhurcing out the excreife 
of the gilt of prophecying , which M.cthe Chusch of Chrift doth admirably tead to <- 
difications and your iarroducing a mixt cenfuled way offinging which fills. the ear 
tatber with.a loud found of words, than the heart with any thing a6 edir 
Ying, all wbich is nor Only diffesingfrom, but contrary precept » and 
Piclident, and fo.cannes be che order of the Gofpel of Chri and chetefore is. no 
betrer thaa diforder , confuiion, and apart of that which in, Scripwre language is 
Silled Babell. Ant compare chat way by which you it s eisher with the 
Precept of Chrift or withtke prefideat of Cheifiians and ic 


appear not only to be different from , but contrary unto them both; for filt- the 
precept of Chrift was to learn of him who was meek and lowly , aud to expect trou- 
gle, and peifecution from others, and noc to periecure » mercher to force the Jews 
that would not follow him, nor yetco fire the Samaficans that would not receive 
him , yea he expreflely commands his Servants co let the cares alone wich the whear, 
and (uffers no (mall intonvenience thereby co avoida greater, and turther declares 
that the fervane of the lord mult nor ftrive, but be gencle unro all men, apt to 
teach (nor co ftrike) patieut, im mecknefs inttruding thofe chart 0, themiclyves, 
if God peradvenrure will give them repentance to the acknowledgemenc oi ihe truih 
that mzy recover themfelves out the fnare of the devil who are taken captive 
by him at his wills according co which preceprs of Chrilt we fad the pr.mitive 
Chriftians were meck , and gentle , and yer able by found dodtrine both to exherr, 
8 convince the gainfayers. who cailed noc for carnall weapons toamannage their war- 
fare , buc declared theic weapons were mighty through God, and either by the word 
and a good converfation wonne men ro the acknowledgement of the ccuch as it is in 
lefus, or elfe lefe them wi hour excule cogerher withthe world, the judgemenc 
of the g*eat day of the Lord 5 bur now al! men may fee that your way is not oully dif, 
ferent from , but contrary unro this precept ot Chritt and prefidenc of Chriftians, 
and therefore cannot be eltceemed any becter than unclhriftian, yer Antichii, 
ftian. | 


Let not your zdverfary and mine (Dear Countreymen ) fill your hearts with indig: 


mation, and thougbrs of revenge againit him, who ina faithtul difcharge of his con- 


{cience both towards God , and you, have made bold to deal plainly wiih yon, 
leaft my Gad to whom vengeance belongs, repay it upon you, and {mite you with 
blindnefs of mind , and hardnefs of heart that cannor repent, bur rather fer before 
your eyes chat memorable pradtice, and wor.hy pattern of thofe noble bereans, and 
(laying profics, honor and prejudice afide ific be poflible)) perufe my teftimony, 
and fearch the (ctip-ures diligently to fee whecher the chings conrained therein be fo 
or no; if you fiad them fo, viz. confirmed , and jultifyed by the word of God, and 
by the teflimony of Chrilt Jefus the Lord , chen confider , not t but the Lord from 
heaven calls upon you to break off your fins by repeniance , and let me hereby give - 
y Ou warning ro take heed thar you difpife not him that fpeaketh from heaven. As 
touching the wrong and injury done tousy you having thereby much more wrong: 
¢d your ewn fouls in cranfg reffing the very law, and light of Nations, doing as you 
would not be done unto , it is in my hearr to pitty yourather , and to petition my 
Loid in heaven not to lay ghis fin to your charge, than to complain agaiaft you, 
of to petition your lords and oars here on earth for juftice herein 5 no, no, we have 
betrer leatned Chrift chan fo, having alfo given pp our hearts to be led by his (pirits 
and to walk in his fteps, who when he was reviled, reviled'not again, when he 
fuftered, he threatned not, but commited his cafe to him that jadgeth righteoufly, 
and who knowes but that the {pirit of judgement, andthe fpirit of barning, 
hath been, ofmay be ere long in yourhearts, whereby you may be made al- 
fectedly feaftble , thar the cavfe is the fame , of very little differing from this. 

A poor innocent craveller pafleth along the Countrey upon his occafioné: a man 
having ftreag:h in his arm findeth him , frames himfelf offended with him for no 
caufe he hath given him,and becaufe he cannot draw him anto his party ,either co roby 
or to kill, or to fay amen to his practifes, he therefore binds him, and cafts him in. 
to a pit, and declares himfelf refolute there to keephim, till he hath his blood, un- 


lefs he will deliver him his porfe 5 the man either hath nota purfe about him, or 2 
heart rodeli 


| it and being unwilling either co part with his blood , or that the o- 
ther fhould deeply guilcy in taking ic from him, he meckly, and — 
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thrice moveth the {trong man for adifcourfe, and humbly entreats him that 
he would not feek by the ftrenth of his arme,buc bythe foice of fome arguments 
ro convince his unde: flanding,and con{cience,and fo ro draw him ( as aman ) (0 
his party , buc the itrong man delaies him,and fo pur, him off; whereupon a good 
tender hearted Samaritan paffing by ,and perceiving how the cafe Rood,and that 
the (trong man would have his purfe, or his blood without any difpute, being mo- 
ved wich compatlion (o redeem this innocent blood from the handof the {trong 
man he delivers him his own purfe,and fo the man is releafed. Take it nor ill chaet 
have ufed fo much plainefs of {peech,for my ftudie is now co {peak plainly, and 
neither tlacteringly nor inve@ively:and to ule plain dealing with all men,alihough 
I veritic che oveib,and die a be geersfor I told fome of your felves(and chat in 
pub.ick)l abhor diffimularion, neither can | account him a wife man who doth not 
hare dil’gmbling,or chat doth love co diflemble;and therefore faith Solomenicbuke 
a wife inan and he will Jove thee,8ec.and David the King faith on this wile,let the 
righreous finite me and it thall be a precious balm; know inftruaion is grievous 
co him thac is Out of the way,bac what faich the wife man,he thac hareth inftrudti- 
on fhall die.Contider | pray what hath been fpoken,a nd turn mot away your 
not your ¢ar,nor your heart from initrudtion,leaft chat which was [aid by the pro- 
phec of old Ifa, 9.14,15-16. be in you verified,which co prevent is the humble 
and carnelt requeft the fathers of mercies of 


Your loving friend and 
Conutreyman 


OH CLARK, 
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To the true Chriftian Reader. 


How maift herein ( (hristian Reader ) fee, and perufe 
IE thy de/tiny inthis prefent evill world (which feems im 
agreatmeslureto be {ubjetted unto devils) through 
whichthon artto pals unto that purchafed poffeffion, 
and promifed inheritance of the Sainrs inlight, which - 
is in that better world , which is not fubjetted unto An- 
gels, but nntothe Sonne of God himfclf; thon maift herein alfo ob- 
Serves andtake notice of the hand by whom from thy heavenly father 
thou art toreceive that bitter cup, which he drunk of when he was 
here below . for thy {ake chiefly was this treatife brought forth into the 
publick vicw, I hope not to difcourage but rostrencthen thine 
heart , that thou mi ghtest not fear any of thofethingsswhich thou {hilt 
fluffer , #ither from men or devils for thy teftimony gthat Fefus ts the 
Christ (it being that which willfhortly appear the only prevailing, ard 
truthinal theworld): fer herein hale thou alfo fee that 
worthy faying lively accomplifhed ; If ye {uffer for the name of Chrift 
bleffed are ye, for the (pirit of the Lord, and of glory resteth upon 
on; thou hajt a worthy name called on thee. “My hearts dejire ,end 
prayer toGod onthy behalf, therefore us that thou mai$t en oy fuch 
il powring forth of that holy [pirit into thine heartsthat thereby 
on Mailt be inabled to walk worthy it, andhaving fo bright a 
beam of the Fathers glory in thy foul, it may fo (Line forth before the 
fons of mens that they [eemng thy good works may have caufe admini- 
Stredto glorify our father, which is in heaven, It is not words now 
Chriftian, (alhough thy were'{poken with tongues of men and Angels) 
when tha: morthy name 1s every where well (poken of 5 but faith that 
works by love and love by works that will diftinguilh heady from 
4 heartyChriftian.Say not im thine heart thai Chri§ts Comands are lew, 
and his appointments carnall, legal iniunttions, and at the beft, but 
weat for babes; least hereb y thine heart be declared to be vtinly puft 
«p 1m thy carnall or flefbly mind, andtohavetoolow, and carnall 
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Tothe Reader, 


conceits of ( hrift himfelf, who ss the imjoyner , appointer and com 
mander thereof, and {hall ere long appear as Judge, yea leaft hereby 
thon be declared ignorant , or atthe best forgetful of this one thing , 
that it ws the great defign of Godin Chrift astoglorifie himfelf to ad- 
ation in poor finful flefh , [o whileft he dath st ta hide pride from 
Min sana hive ore as he hath chofen not many noble of 
this world, but the foo'sh,y weak, bale, defpifed nothings thereof 
he {nited his commands, and Appointments thereunto anadine 
tends through thefe foolsh things fo to canfe his wifdome to (bine forth 
as thereby to confound the we{e, throwzh thefe weak things fo to canfe 
his power to a gee , 45 thereby to confound the things that are— 
mighty ; and through thefe bafe difpifed things that are not, to 
bring 10 nought thofe noble , glortorts,and excellent things of the world 
that are ; ‘1 hou mayst herein fee ( gentle Readsr) that have rarher 
chofen ro bear witne(s tothe faith, and order of onr Lard, and to (bew 
unto the world , bat efpectally unto thee what ts the mind of (laristin 
this time of his abfence asto faith, and obedience, to I [ay rarker 
what 1s truth , which ws but one, than to bear witne{s againtt the ly, 
which ts fo various knowing that the truth once eftablijhed {hall - 
cover the fal/hood , and light breaking forth pail (catrer she 
And whileft I leadthee forth to feck him whom thy foul lrvethy and 
lonzeth after, who ws alfothy joy, andthyCrown, while I lead thee 
I {ay by the foot Steps of thofe flocks that first trufted inChrist, amd 
were fed by [uch pastors according to his own heart ,. as be cave them 
God forbid that thou (houlast be as onethat wilt turn afide bythe flocks 
of bts companions and fhouldft be found remaining either on the left 
fide ina vifible way of wor{bip in deed, but {uch as was neither appoin~ 
ted byCh sft snor yet prattifed by them who firft trufted in him,or 
onthe right inno vifible way of worfhip, or or der at all ; either pret | 
tng that the outward court is giventotheGentiles , and the holy City 
is by them to be troden under foot , that the Church of Chrift ts now tm 
the wilderne{s sand the time of its recovery ws not yet, or elfe pretend~ 
ing ‘hat God is a {pirit, and [o will in {pirit be worlhippedyand not inthis 
plice or that this way or that. Well tf thou beeft in thefe waies mH 
I can no longer forbear in tenderne{s of [pirit, and compajftonate 
bowels of love to tretch forth a hélping hana thereby totry whether tt 
be the good pleafure of God at this time to drop down aword of light, 
ard life, and power into thine heart , that thon mayeft be thereby 
wakned, and quickned to be [till (aying within thy foul ; Lord what wilt 
thon have me to do? fofhalt thoubear {uch a {aying as this, Come 
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"Pothe Reader, 


out from among them (Oh my people) and be ye feparate from them, 
and touch no unianctifyed thing , and I will receive you, and bea fa- 


ther unto you, and ye {hall be my fons , and daughters , fashihe Lord 
God Almighty, ind fuch a faying as thie sBletied are they that do his 


commaads for they haye right to the tree of life,and {hall enter in through 
thole gates of pearl into that glorious City; Rev,22.14. and know thar 
thele are the commandments of Fe/ms (cz, As ye have received Chrift Fe- 
fus the Lord 5 fo walk ye inhim ; and behold I come quickly, hold that 
falt which thou halt, yea hold taftall Icome ; fuch as may be 
under the later difceprsons let me snireat thee to ponder thefe words in 


thine heart fei. Tha: prophectes although marvelous plsirs and eafy 


19 be understood, cannot warrant a pure con{cience to ne ty much 
to of the commandments and oppointments of Jelus, neither can 
the § pirst of Chr dirett or incourage the hear: o fa Chriftian to cast 
off bis lordibip ; no, nosthe spirit of hrift es herzby distinguifhed from 
that of Antichri/t inthat he {hall unjainedly confe{s thar fef{us ts the 
Christ and that this Chrift is comein the flejh , and when he 


4s come accordin? topromileinto the heart of aChrijtian, ke (hall not 


Speakof him{elf but as.a meffenger his office is to gloryfie Chrift by ta- 


king of him, and bis yand |hewing it unto, yea writing tt in the heart 
of aChriftiany (0 that [ dare boldly ts none for the exalration 
of Christ Jel us the lord according to his last will and cestament, and for 
the nourijbing a Lively hope inthe heart of aCkriftian concerning his glo- 
rious return [ay there ts none to that holy [perit of prom who being 
alothe spirit of truth, (ball guide the fouls of the Saints to worjhip the 
father, as Spirit, fo likewsle in truth; andtherfore that spirit that 
Speaks of hins{clf, and as [0 far from taking of Chrifts to exalt,and glo- 
ryfie him according as he hath foretold andhis fa:her intended, that he" 
takes from Christ, lites him low, and dimini{heth his glory that fpirit 

cannot be the Spirit of Chriftyor that boly Shurit of promife ; and foraf- 
much asthe [pirit [peaketh exprefly that inthefe later daies there (hall 
be feducing {pirits that (hall deceive if it were poflible the very elect of 
God, whofe mmcounter will not be fo much with flelh and bloodput with 
wicked (Pirie s igh plicessler me therfore exhort thee in the words of 
that beloved difciple of Chri/t; beleive not every fpirit, but try the {pirits; 
and that by ches rule, whether thepbe of God or no, bring them tothe 
whollome words of the holy Apostles, P rophets, and fon of God ; ye erre 
(/aith Chri/?) not knowing the {criptures, and the power of God , /et #t 
$e thy care (Christian) therfore to [earch the Scriptures, and therein to 


wait for the pow:r and glory of the Spirit of. God. And looktothy 
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for as immediately before Christs appearing in fleft, Satan in a large 
meafare poffefjed the bodies of men, that by his cafting them ont, his 
power in fle(h might appear ; So before bis coming again in glory I have 
grounds fo expect that the minds [pirits of men (hall be firongly pof- 
feed; and that as this fuamentall conclufions Thon art the fon 
of the living Goad [hak be: ved tothe utmoft by the holy Spirit of 
Chrift in the hearts andl ves oeghe (ons and daughters of God fo {ball 
the [ame conclafi be improved (Pibe utmost by way of a bewitching 
deception the hearts an tlives of the fons of men by the [pirit of Ane 
tichrist, which being bron the tothe heights then {hall Chrift 
confum: him with the {pirit of his mouth , and (hall destroy 
with the of his coming. thon up- 
on thy watch, ind kuow, that sf Chrift be formed in thee,thon canst not 
but be transformed by him, and the beft form that thou cant be found 
in when thy Lord jhill appear, will be inthat form, and fo doing, as he 
hah appointed, walking wifely and in peace toward all men, ( onfider 
what hath been Spokentothee, andih. Godoftruth and peace give 
thee ro understand and do his will, which isthe confStant and earneft 
fupplication and pr.syer of | 
thine in Chrift Jefus 


Joun Crarxk 


A brief d:fcourfe touching New England, as to the matter in hand, and 
tothe part of it, {ci. Rode Iland, where my refidenceds, together 
with the occafion of my ¢ ing ont with others from the Mathatufets 

,. Bay, andthe many providentiall occurrences that diretted us there- 
to, and pitched us thereon. | | | 

As alfo the Contents of thewkole Treatife. 


Ew England isaname ( as is generally known ) that was, and 


< N ftill is, call’d upon that place in reference to Old; yet not fomuch 
_ becaute itis peopled, and planted from thence, for fo are many other 
Plantations of ae in thofe Weftern parts ; but becaufe it refem- 
bles the fame, as the auehter the mother. It refembles it in che climate, 
in the times and feafons of the’ year, in the fruits which che land natural- 
ly produceth, in the fouls, and parioes that are there in pets 8 be | 
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refembles it in their political affairs; for their governments, laws, Courts, 
Officers, are in a grcat meafure the fame, and foare the names of their 
cowns,8c Counties; and in point of good husbandry,that w © is raifed ard 
produced in New Exg/end, more tubltantially, & whether it be tor food 
of raiment it is the fame with tha: which is here produced in Old. Iris a 
place (in the largeft accepration)chat contains ip it all the Plancations of 
the Englifh upon that coaltof eAmerica that lie between the Dutch 
Plantation on the Weft, andthe Frenc/ on the Eaft ; and extends it 
felf upon the Sea coalt above one hundred leagues. Init is contained 
the four Colonies, which call themtelves the united Colonies. The 
Colony called by the name of the Province of Providence Plantations , 
ye on the South & South-Eaft thereof, and two or three more |, ing on 
alt or North-Eaft,in Ag.amcntscus, Saco, Cafco-Bry, & Pemayuidy 
where is that creafure of Afa/?s for Ships, The names of che united Co- 
lonies are thefe , in point of precedeacy firlt , &e. 
but in point of ant'quity firit Piymouth , then the Adnthatufers , then 
Conettecot, and The chicf Towns of thefe Colonies, 
and feats oftheir Government are theie, Bo/fon of the Marhatufets 
Plymouth Plymouth, Hereford of Conettecot, and of Quintpinck, 
New-Haven. | 

Now as thename New ng/ind in the largeft and true{t acceptation 
extends to all che Plantations of the Englifh between the French and the 
‘Dutch; {0 ina tcanty and improper acceptance of the word ( elpecial- 
ly when it-makes for advantage ) itis taken for thefe four united Colo- 
nies, by reafon of the precedency they have of others , and for the {ame 
caule, and upon the point as well, it may be taken for the Afuthatufers 
and the Town of Bo/fom therein. When I {peak of New England ,un- 
‘derttand ic of that part which hath got the precedency ( by reafon of 
fhipping ) and (tart of the reft, (cs. the ALathatufers , as both in my E- 
and Narrative is plain to be feen, which I haye here alfo inferted 

or fear of miftake, 

In the Colony of Providence Plantations in point of antiquity the 
Town of Prevsdence is chief, but in point of precedency Rode-/land 
excels, This land licth in the Narraganfet Bay, being 14 or 15 
mileslong, andin breadth between 4 and § milesat the broadeft; It be- 
gan co be planted by the Exg/:/b in the beginning of the year 39. ‘and by 
this hand of providence, In the year 37 I lefi my native land, and in the 
ainth monech of the fame, I (through mercy } arived at Boston , I was 
no fooner on fhore, butthere appeared to me differences among them 
touching the Covenants, andin point of evidencing a mans good eftate, 
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fome preft hard for the Covenant of works , and for fangtification vel 


be the firft and chiet evidence , others preft as hard for the Covénant of 
gcace that was eftablifhed upon better promifes, and for che ev:dence of 


the Spirit, as chat which is a more certain, conftant, and fatisfactory 


witnels, I choug)e it not {trange to fee men differ about matters of Hea- 
ven, for] expect no lefs upon Earth : But to fee that they were not abie 
{0 to bear each with other in their different underftandings and conicien- 
ees, asin choft urmoft parts of the World to live peaceably together, 
whe.cupon I moved the latter, for as much as che pind was, before us 
and wide enough, wich the profer of Abrcham to Lot, and for peace 
fake, to cur afide to che right hand, or to the left: The motion was 
readily accepted, and I was requefted w * fome others to feek out 2 place, 
which accordingly Iwas ready todo; and thereupon by reafon of the 
fuffocating heat of the Summer before, I went to the North to be ‘fome- 
what cooler,but the Winter following proved fo cold, that we were for- 
ced in the Spring to make towards the South; fo having fought, the Lord 
tor direction, we all agreed that while our veffell was paffing about a- 
large and dangerous ( ape, we would crofs over by laad, having Long 
Ilind and D.lawaré-Bay in our eie for the place of ourrefidence; fotoa 
town called Providence We came, which was beoun by one M. Roger 
Williams ( who for matter of: confcience had not long before been 
exiled from the former jurifdigtion ) by whom we were courtcoufly 
and lovingly received, and with whom we advifed about our defign; he 
readily prefenred two places before us in the fame Naraganfets Bay y 
the one upon the main called Sow-wamer, the other called then Ac- 
guedneck now Rode=!lind ; weenquited whether they would fall in 
any other Patent, for our refolution was to go out of them all; he cold 
us ( to be brief’), that the way to know that, wasto have recourfe unto 
Plymouth ; fo our Veffell as yet not being come about , and we thus 
blocktup, the company determined to fend to P/ymonth, and pitcht 
upon two others together with my felf, requefting alfo M, Williams to 
90 to Plymouth to know how the cafe ftood. fo we did; and the Ma- 
pat thereof very lovingly gave usa ae I chen informed them of 
caufe of our coming unto them, and defired them ina word of truth 
and faithfulnefs to inforch ss whether Sew-wames were within their Pa- 
_ tent, for we were now on the wing, and were refolved through the help 
' of Chrift, to ver cleer of all, and be of our felves, and provided our way 
were cleer before us, it were all one for us to go further off, as co,remain 
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rages Committed mongft us as in 
feen. 


to the worfhip of, God. 


“feer at hand, their anfwer was, that Sow-wame, was the garden of their 


Patent, and the flour in the earden, then I told them we could not de- 
fire it. bur requeited furcher in the like word of truth and faichfulnels to 
beinformed, whether they laid claim to the Ilands in the Naraganfit 
acdthat in particular called Acquedneck? they all witha cheer- 
full countenanre made us this aaiwer, it Was io their though’s to have 
adviled us thereto, audaf the provident hand of God fhould pitch us 
thereon they fhould look upon us as free, andas loving neighbours and 
friends fhould be affiftant unto us upon the main, &c.-So we humbl 

thanked chem, and recurned with thac anfwer: So it pleafed the Lor 

by moving the hearts of the natives,even the chiefe(t thereof, to pitch us 
thereon, and by other occurrences of providence , which are too large 
here to relate: So that having bought them off co their full fatisfaction, 


we have poffeffed the place ever fince; and nocwithftarding the different 


underftandings and con{ciences amongft us, without-interruption we agree 
to maintain civil Jultice aad j ont, neither arechere {uch our- 
parts of the Country are frequently 
The Narrative declares | 
How thofe three. ftrancers were apprebendec’, imprifomcd, [ene 
tented, andfor what. 
2, How the motion was made for a publique often vepeated 
and promifed, and yet difapointed. — | 
3. How two efcapedy and the third was craelly handled. | 
4. How rwo, for taking him but bythe hand after his pun'[hment 
yo imprifoned an to pay forty fhillings or 
In ie Teftimony laid down in four conclufions , is. c pened and proved 
Inthe Firlt, x, Thar ius the Christ, [ i.e. | the Ancinted 
Prie/?, Prophet , and King of Saints. 2. That iff 1s alo the 
Lord of his Church iz print of ruling and ordering them with re Spe 


Inthe Second, 1. That Baprifms is one of the commandments of 
Chrift , andro continue till he come, 2. that vifible Believers are the 
wroper {ubietts thereof. 3. Thar they are as wellto wait for the pro 
mijeel the Spirit as forthe prefence of Christ, 

Inthe Third, That every belicver aught to improve his talent 
both in and out of the Congregation, 

Inthe Fourth, Thar no fervant of Fe[us bath any aut herit from him 
to force upon others either the faith or order of the Gofpel of C brift wher- 


in are produced arguments against per[ecution for cafe of C 
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A Faithfull and True Relation of the Profecution of ,Obe- : 
diah Holmes, Joha Crandall,‘azd Jotn Clatke, meer- 
ty for Conference towaras God, bythe prixcipall Members of 


the Church , or C.mmon-wealth of the Mathatufets iz 
~New-England, which rules over that part of the World; 
whereby is [bewn their difcourteous Entertainment of Stran- 
gers, bow that Spirst by which they are led,would order the 


whole World, if either brought under em, er {hould come: 


in unto them : Drawn farih by the aforefaid John Clarke, 
not fo much 1a anfmer the Importuntty of-Friends, as to ftop 
the mouthes, and flanderous reports of [uch as are Enemies 
to the Croff of Chriff. » Let him that readeth st confider, 


which Church is moft like the Church of Chrift ( that Prince. - 


of Peace, that meek and gentle Lamb, that came into this 
World to fave Meus lives, not to deftroy them, ) the Perfeeu- 
or Perfecuting. 


Sore T came to pals that we three, by the good hand of 
‘gee our God, came into the cMashatelits Bay upon 
the 16 day ofthe sth Moneth, 51; anduponthe 
‘tgth of the fame, upon occafion of bufinefle, we 
came unto a Town in the fame Bay called Lin, 

a where we lodged at a Blind-mans houfe neer two 
gilésoutofthe Town, by name Wiliam Witter, 
who being baptized into Chrift, waits, as we allo doe, for the King- 
dom of God, and thefull confolation of the //r4el of God: Vpon 
the 20th day, being che firlt day of the week, not having freedom in 
our Spirits for want of a clear Callfrom God tu goe unto the Pub- 


like Affemblie to declare there was the mind, and 


| 
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God conttrhing them, I judged it was.a thing foitable to confider 
what the counieli of God was concettting oar teiver; andfiading by 
| fad experience, that the bour of remptation fpoken ‘of was coming: 
upon allthe World (in a more eminent way) to try them that are 
upon the Eerth, I fellupon che confideranioa of chat Word of Pro- 
fent thoughts, while in towards and good will un- 
to his Saints, 1 was imparting to omy Companion inthe houfe where 
todged and to qor Strangers.thar came inunexpedied after Thad 
begua, Opening, and proving what is mcant by the hour of ! emp. 
tation, What by the Word of his patience, and'their:keeping ic, and 
how he that hath the Key of Devad ¢ being the Promifer will keep 
tho that keep the word of his Patience from the hourof Tempcati- | 

on ; while } fay] was yet fpeaking )chere comesinto the houfe where 
We were, les, clamorous made 

an interruptionin my Dilcourfe, and. more uncivilly difturbed us, - 
than the Purfivants theald E Bithops. were to 
telling usythat they were come with Authority from the Ma 
to apprehend us; I then defired to fee the Authority by whic ta 
th:s proceeded , ‘whereupo el ke forth theie Warrant, aod 
one wich a trembling b (asconicioushemighthavebecn 


berter peed it co whereot, was 2s 
followers 


toutbe 


read ‘the ‘Warrant, them, frie 
the feaft'a ofa tefitti 
by you come unto Us ; tell you, 


pot fo ftridly 
Of What We have 
neffes either ta, or acaiaft the Faich, end 
which they anf they could noe; thea faid we norwithitanding | 
the Warrant, Or any thing therein 
in poise Sf hese in of you 


fatter 


fo‘may you be Wit- 
which we: hald te 
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morning; a 
us awayto the ey 


thy hand,aad if chou us co che Mectifip, thither wit we 
oe; towhich he anfwered, then will 1 carry: you to che Mecting. 
othis wereplyed, Secaufe we perceive thou halt.not long been im- 
thine Office | cist may Solow heréapon which 
then ‘we inform thee, unto 
"your Adley, (batt we be conltiained:te 
that we cannot lidldCommanion with them ;ttirConftable aniwered , 
chat is nothing to me, have noc powerto to (peak, 
you come there; De filent to, this septyed, 
(Friend) knows ditrle further  Siace we have the word or 
balvationdy wwe have beta, heasthole thay Get 
cruftedia Chri, be obedient anto him ep werd and-dted 
wherfore if we be torc’d to swe fhal deelare our diffear 
from you both by werd and gefure patceriatl this, wheahehad con- 
the Mero a he pold ushe £0 
prayers and aad firdk Repping over the 
‘Seat l.wes tind fo fee down, ope- 
wed my Beokand felito nead eupen Mr Bridges troub- 
ied. she ton which be did, 


tithe Prince of Peacéhed begs among shem,d shopld ba 
table of Peace from them +. but. ne ether voice] ieard, 
fwere 
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fwered by way of Query, Whether I was aMember ofa Church > 
Before I could give an anfwer Mr. Bridges {pake , faying1f the 
Congregation pleafe to give you leave, well,ifinor, I fhall require 
you filence, for, {aid he, we will have no Objections made apainft 
what is delivered, &. To which Ianfwered,.I am not about for 
 -prefent cv make Objetions againft what is delivered, but as by my 
- gefture at my coming into your A flembly I declared my diffent trom 
you, fo leftrhat fhould prove offenfivennto fome whom I would 
not offend, I would now by: word of mouth:declare the grounds, 
which are thefe ; Firft, from the confideration we are Stancers each 
coother, and fo Strangers to each others inward ftanding with re- 
fpe&to God, and fo cannot conjoyn and actin Faith, and what is 
not Of Faith, is Sin: And in the fecond place, l could not judge chae 
you are gathered together, and walk according to the vifible order 
of our Lord; which when I had declared; Brsdges told me I 
done and {poke that for which I muft anfwer , atid fo commanded 
me filence: when their meeting was done , the Officers carryed us 
_ again tothe Ordinary » where being watched over that night, as 
heeves and Robbers, we were the next morning carried before Mr. 
Bridges, who made! our Mittinsus , and {ent us to the Prifon at 
Boffen; The wordsofthe Adjttimus are thefe.. the Keeper of 
Y wirthe hereof you are re 


quired to take into your cuftody 
from the Conftable of Lin, or bis Deputy, the Bodies of lohn Clark, 
‘Obediah Holmes, and John Crandall, and them to: keep, untill 
the mext County Court tobe beld at Bottom that: they may thenand 
there anfwer vo [uch complaints as may be alleged againftithem, for ber 
tng taken by the Conft at a Private Meeting at Linmpon the Lards 
day, exercifing among themfelves, ta whom divers of the 1 own repai- 
_ ved, and joyued with them, and that inthe time of Publick, exercife of 
the Wer jbipof Ged; as alfo for offenfively diffurbing rhe peace of the 
Congregation at their coming into the Publique Adcering ia the time 
of Prayer in the afternoon; and for faying and'mtnifefting that the 
Church of Lin was not eonftituted according toth? order of our Lord, 
for [uch other things, as (hall be alleged aga nft them, concernixg their 
[educing and drawing afide of others after their erroneous judgements 
and prattices, and for (u[pition of having their inthe re-bapti- 
ef one, or more among us, as alfo for neglething or refuting togive 
im ficient Security for their appearance at the C ourt hereof fal 


a 
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being'by virtue hereof committed to prifon, upon the the 5th. 
day fevennight after were brought to our tryail ; in the forenoon we 
were examined, in the afternoon , without.producing either accu- 
fer, witnefs, jury , law of God, or man, we were Sentenced ; 
in our examination the Governour u pated us with the name of 
Anabaptifts'; To whom Anfwered, difown thename, I am 
neither an. Anabaptift , nor a Pedobaptift,, nor a Catabaptift ; he 
told mein haft I was told) hiunhe could.not prove usto be 
either of them lie faid,: yes, you have Re-baprized ; 1. denyed 
it faying , 1 have Baptized many, but l. never Re-baprized anys then 
faid he, you deny the former Baptifm ,\ and make all our worthip 
anullity ; Itold him he taid ic; moreover I unto. them ( 
therefore dol conceive I was brought be‘ore them to be a teftimony 

againftthem ) It che Teftimony which I hold forth be true, and ac- 
cording to the mind of God, which J undoubtedly affirm itis, then 
it concernes you to look to yourftanding. , The like, co. this affir- 
med the othertwo ; fo after much difcourfe we were committed a- 
ain to prifon , and in the a‘ternoon towards night , we were cal- 
ed forth again, and immediately after the Court was fet , my Sen- 

tence was read,whichwas asfolloweth,......, .. .. 


The Sentence of Lohn Clarks of Roadeland.3 5.51 


as yon Lohn Clarke, being come snta this [uri {diction a- 
bsnt the Luly did mect at one William NW itters.bes/e Lin, 
upon the Lords day., and there did take upon you te Preach to [ome other 
of the lmbabitants of the fameT.own , and being there taken bythe 
Conftable , andceming afterward inte the Affembly at Lin, did in 
difrefpe€ of the Ordinance sof God and his Wworfhip , keep on your Hat , 
( the Psftor being then in Prayer ) infamuch you would not give reve~ 
rence wn valing your Hat till it was forced off your head, 10 the di~ 
fiurbaxce of the Congregation, and profe Jing againft the infiitulion of 
the Charch as morbeieg accarding to the Gofpell of Chrift; Aad 
that you the Tohn Clarke did the day follawing meet again, at 
the faid Witters , andin contempt to Aathority, you being then inthe 
cuftedy of the Law , and did there admunifter the Sacramentof the 
per to one excommunicate perfon, to another under admonition , and 
to nother that an Inbabitant of Lin, and not in fellow{hip Witha-— 
ny Church ; and upon your an{wer in open Court , you.affirwed that you 


duever Reobaptixe any, yerdid yon did Baptize [ach as 
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Raptixed before , neceffarilg deny the Paptifus 


that was before to be rhe Churches wo Churches , and «if 
all ther Ordinances Nullity ; Andaife 
did inthe Comrt deny the lawfuline/s of Baptixing of (nfants, acd all 
thir tends z0 the difhomeur of God , the defpifing the ordimances of God 
among us, the peace of the Churches , and fedacing the of 
this Commommcaleh fromthe trarh of the Ge(ped of Cori , and 
perverting the Rrait waies of the Lord , therefore the Comre doh fine 
20 pounds tebe paid, or fafficient fareties that the {aid fum (bal 
be paid by the firft day of the next Court of Affifants , or elfe to be 
well Wwhipr , and that you {hall remain in Prifon tell st be paid, or fecuri- 
BytheCourr, ENCRE ASE NOWELL, 


After my Sentence was read , the Sentence of che other two were 
fikewife pronounced ; the Sentence of Obediah Holmes was to pay 
by the aforeiaid time zoli. or be well whipt; and the fentence of 
Jokn Cranaall wasto pay 5 pounds or be well whipt;this being done, 
idefired to know whether might not fpeak few chings to the 
Court, to which the Governour replied, your fentence is pat: J cold 
him that which I was to fpeak was in reference unto a promile that 
was madeus by Mr. ridges when we were firft ed , and 
brought before him; then jaid the Governour fpeak on; When 
we were at firft apprehended and broughs before Mr. Brsdges { faid 
1) I faid unto hits Strangers, and Strangers to your Laws 
and may be tranfpreffors of them before we are aware, we would ~ 
theretore defirethis curtefy of yeu as Strangers, char you would 
. as the Law by which we are tranfpreflers: Bot then no other 

anfwercould we have from him chan this, when you come tothe 
‘Court yeu fhall know the Law; now we have-been befere the Court 
in the forenoon upon examination , this afternoon we bave beard 
our Sentence read , yet have we nor -beard the Law preduced 
by which we are condemned ; we cherefore now defireto dee she 
‘Law imwhich our Sentence maybe read , and rather , decante 
‘we find inthe beginning of your Laws this provifion for the fecurity 
of your own , and we hope you are nor leis regard{ull of ftrangers, 
vic. Thatno man thal! be molefted , butby a Lawamade by.the ge- 
nerali Court , and lawiully.publithed , or in defe& of alawina 


particular caie, by the Word ef God. Whenthis was fpoken Mr. 
Bridges could cafilycunn to the Law by whichiwe might be. 
| 


‘ 


but none were able to turn to the Law of God or Man by which we 
were condemned. Arlengeh the Governour ftept up, and told us 
wehad denyed Inf:nts Baprifm , and being fomewhat tranfported 


braxeforth, and told me! had deferwed death , and faid he would 


not bave iuch trafh brought into their jurifdi@ion; moreover he 


faid , yongo upanddown, and feerethyinfinuate into thoie that. 
are weak, but you cannor maintain it before our Minifters, you © 


may tty, aad difeourfe or difpuce with them, &c. To this I had much 


ro reply, but that he commanded the laytor to take us away ; fo tlie | 


next mornis¢ having fo fair an opportunity, F made a motion to the 
Court intheit words following. 


| 


Tathe Howoured Court Affembled at Bofton, 


Wie it pleafed this Honoured Court yefterday to con- 
demn the Faith , and Order which I hold and practife , and 
after you had paft your Sentence upon me forit, were pleafed to 
exprefle , | could mot maintain the fame againft your Minifters , and 
thereupon publickly profered me a diipute with them , be pleafed by 
theie few lines to ftand, I readily accept it , and therefore do 
defire you wauld 
in that publick place where I was condemned-;4 might with free- 
dom, and without moleftation of the Civil Power difpuce that 
point publickly . where I doube not by che ftrength of Chriitto make 
it out of his Wilb-and Feftament , unto whith nothing is 
to be added , ner from which nothing is to be diminifhed ; thus de- 
firing the Father of Lights to thine forth, and by his power to ex- 
pei she darknefs, remain, . Yourwellwither, 


This motion if granted deGiredit might be fublcribed by their 


Secretaries hand, asan A& of the fame Court bywhich we were 
Te was, prefented on the fixthday , and after much ado vup- 
on the laf day it was:concluded it fhould be granted , end the - 
putatiqn fhouid be upon the fiéth day following , end one 
of the Magiftrates information was given me i prifon; upon the fe- 
cand day when their Eiders were come together 
ftir¢éas beard about the bufineffe ..and afterward about the ftatin 


of Quefiten we fhonid difpute upon ; whereupon in 
| 


appeint the cime when, and the perfon with whom, | 


, therewasno fmalf 
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8) 
of the day the Magiftrates commanded the Jaylor to bring me be- 
fore them into the Chamber, which when he had done, they drew | 
forth the motien, and fhewing it to me, asked me if lowned chat 
paper , I anfwered, yea, they quaried further, whether I was of 
the fame mind touching a difpuration ; I told them | had not rhe 
leaft reluctancy in my mind couching the thing, provided my motion 
might be granted,and the grant fubicribed with the Secretaries hand 
as an act of the {ame Court by which 1 was: condemned ; they an- 
{wered that was but reafonable, &c. Themthey demanded of me 
what the queftion was that would difputeupon, whether Iwould 
difpute upon the things contained in my Sentence, and maintain my 
ra@ice, for, faidthey, the Court Sentenced you not for your 
judgement or Confcience, but for matter offa&, and practice ; to 
which Ireplyed , you fay the Court condemned me for matter of 
and practice; beit fo, but] fay chat matter cf fact and pra- 
Clice was butthe manifeftation of my judgment and conf{cience ; 
and | make account that man is void of judgment, ‘and confcience 
reipect God, that hath not afact, and practice fuitable’ 
thereunto : and {or the things contained in my Sentcnce , they ere 
rather collections , which the Court was pleafed to make and draw 
from my.words,than my words, themfelves; nevestheleis I do not 
fay they were unduly collected ; for in truth, ifthe Faith and order’ 
whichI protefs do ftand by the word of then the Faith and 
order which, you profefsmuft needs fallro the ground; and if 
the way youwalk inremain, chencthe way that I walk in mutt 
vanifh away, they cannot both ftand together; to which they feem 
to aflent; therefore I'told them, that if they pleafe to grant the 
motion under the Secretaries hand, I would draw up the Faith, and’ 
order , which.I hold as the fum of that] did deliver in open Court, 
into three or four Conclufions, which Conclufions I willftand by, ~ 
and defend untill he, whom you thall appoint:;-thall ‘by the word 
of God remove me from them: in cafe hefhall remove me from 
them, thenthe difputation is at an end, but ifnot, then I de- 
fire like liberty by the word of God to oppofe the Faith , and order, 
_ which he and you profefs, thereby totry whether I »may an 
{trument in the hand of God co remove you trom ‘the fame; they 
_ told me the motion was very fair, and the:way like unto’ a‘difpu- 
_ tant, and thereupon concluded in my hearing , and dite&ed 
alfo to me, faying, becaufe the matter is weighty’, . 
_ and we defire that whatcan, may be fpoken , when the a 


* 


Pa. 
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fhaflbe ; thetefore would we take a longer time ; whereas therefore 
the time appointed was the next fift¢day , by reafon of the com- 
mencement , which will be the next week the meeting of the 
Elders, we muft defer it now untill the fift daycome fortnight ; and 
fo Itold them (to be brief) I was their prifoner , and fhould: at- 
attend their pleafure ; fol returned with my k to prifon:a- 
gain , drew up the Conclufions , which 1 was refolved through the 
ng 


th of Chriftto ftandin defence of , andthrough the im- 
of one of the Magiftrates che next morning very early , 
I fhewed chem to him ,: having.a promife I fhould have my motion 
for a difpnte’ granted under the Secretaries hands 


TheConclufions were asfolloweth. 
~The Teftimony of Jobs Clarke a prifoner of Jefus Chriftat Boftom, 
a“ ao the behalf of my Lord, and of his people,’ is as follow- 
T Teftifiethat Iefus of Nazareth, whem Ged bath raifed from 
Bthe dead , ta made both Lordand Chritt this le/ue fay is the 
Chrift , Englifo, the Anointed One , bath 4 name: above every — 
mame; He isthe Anointed Priclt, sone to ; or with hrm in point of 
attonement ; The Anointed Prophet:, none tahjm in point of inftra- 
The Anointed King®, whois gone untobis Father for his glo- 
rious Kingdom , and [hall ere long return again; and that this le 
fus Chrift is alfo TheLord , sonete, or with bim by Way Com- 
_manding and ordering ( witb 10 the [hip of God the houfe- 
held of Faith, which being parchafed with bis Blood Prick , in- 
, and nourifhed by bis Spirit as'Prophet , de wait is his ap- 
pointment isthe Lord bepe of that glorious Kingdom which 
Teftific that , or dipping in Water,is one of the 
mandements of this Lord lefus Chrift, andthata vifible beleever, 
or Difciple of Chrift Tefus ( that is, one that repentance te- 
wards God and Faith in le{us Chrift ) is the only per{ow that is tobe 
Baptized, or dipped with that vifiblé Bapei(m, or dipping of 
Chrift. in Water , and alfe that vifible perfom that és to wale in that 
vifible order of bis Hovfe , and foto wait for bis coming the fecond 
time in the ferm of aLord, and King with bis glorious Kingdom 
actording topromife.,. and for bis fending down (in the time of bis ab- 
fence) the boly Ghoft , or holy and ali this 


cords ng 
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herding the lap Will of shat liwing Lord whofe wit 


1s mat tebe added to, or taken from. 
1 Teftific er Wines thas every (uch believer in C brift Tefus, thas 
waiterh for his appearing, way iv poiwe of Laverty , bs point of 
dusy improve that Tadew his Lard bath gevem unto bim, and in 
she Cavgregation may either aske for information te bimfelf ; or if he 
ean, mar (peak by way of Prophecie for the edification , exhortation, 
end comfort of the whole, and out of the Congregation at all ‘imes, upon 
alleccafions , and in all places, as far as the of his Lord 
tends, may, yea ough! te walk, as 4 Child ef light , juftsfring 
wifdem With his ways , and repreving folly with she wnfruisfull works 
thereof , provided allthis be foown out of a good conver {ations as lames 


Speaks with mecknefs of wifdew. 


4 1 Teftifie that ne fach believer , or Servant of Chrift Fefus barb 


any liberty , lef: Antherity 5 from his Lord ,to finite his fellow 


fervant , nor yet witheutward force , or arme of fle(h , to conftrain , 


or refirain bis Cenf[ciexce , no ner yet bis outward man for Confcsence 


fake , or werfhipof his Ged , where imjury 13 net offeredte the perfon , 
name er cftate af ochers , every man being [uch as foall appear before 
the jrdgment feat of ( briff, and muff give an accennt of himfelfto 
God, and therefore ought ta be fully perfwaded im bis own mind , for 
what be uxdert than be and 


fa alfa if he att , becaufe be doth not eat or ai in Faith, avd what ss net 
of Faith it Sim 


Thefe Conclufions being feen at leaft by one ofthe Magiftrates 
notwithftanding the Meflage to the prifon, anfwer to my felf. 
inthe Chamber , promifeby him that came for the Conclufions , 
common report abroad thata difputation was granted , the Court 
broke up , and did nothing ; and the next fecond day following, a 
Mefienger was fent to the prifon from the Magiftrate , with a releafe 


to the keeper , which having received he {peedil me forth ; The 


_. Tothe Keeper of the prifon. | 

Virtue hereof youare toreleafe and fet at liberty the Body 
Mr. lohn Clarke , and this foall be your difcharge fer fa daing. 
Given under my band the 11th. of the 6th. Adouth, 1651. 


WILLIAM HIBBINS. 
To 


3 
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To be brief, &c.. Vaaderftanding that fome friends had Said 

down the Money, although contrary to my Counfell, when for- 
-meriy feverali times , and by feverall perfons I was moved there- 
unto , and arses now that che Countties expectation (which 
was nota lictleraifed ) touching a difputation was utterly fruftrate, 
and being fenfiblechat it was an eafy matter to lay the blame on me, 
beinga perfoncondemaed, and alfo abfent, Ldrewup che foriner 
motion, and added thereunto thele words following. 


V V Hereas the of Be friends 
without ent te wdement, the Sen- 


of tre Court at Bofton ws reported) 


have been faulty farisfied on wey bcbalf , and therenpon a Warrant hath 
been aby which um fecludedthe place of my imprifonment 


by reafon fee wo other call for prefent but to my habitation, 
and to thofe meer relations {whith God given me there, yer left 
thecanfe oould hereby Juffer , which 7 profefs is Christs, lwonld 
bereby figwific , ‘thatifyer {hall pleafe the Afagiftratcs, — 
or general Court of this Colony stogrant my former under their 
Secretaries band , foall cheerfully imbrace it and upon your motion 
[hall through the belp of Ged conve from tbe Itand toattend i , andherc- 
unto | have [ubforibed my name, 
11th. 6. 51. John Clarke. 


Both thefe the next morning I delivered tothe keeper to deliver 
to the Magiftrates , who were tomeet at the Commencement at 
Cambridge , which being accordingly performed it was noifed a- 
broad the motion was ad, andthe writing was in Mr.Cot- 
towshand , who was thereby judged to be the man , and beft of 
all approved ofby my feif for that Rime purpofe , he being the ia- 
and {uportor of that way, inthefe parts , wherein they walk , 
and thereupon Itook the thing for granted, and to chat purpoie 
wrotcomy frieadswho fent to vifitme in the prifon , but upon the 
fift day , alittle before their Le@ure at Boffon , 1 received a writin 
fub{cribed with.five of the Mapiftrates hands which when ha 
peruied, acd faw that they waved themotion , and inftead there- 
of laidcewo or three {nares before: me , 1 drew up an Anfwer to their. 
Writing , being hopelets of a difputation defired the Taylor to 
liver it co the Magiftrates., cookmy teave of my friends, and fo de- 
parted miles that night to 
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Here followeth.their, Writing, andmy Anfweralfoo 


V V E conceive you have mif-reported the Governours fpeech 

in faying you were challenged to difpute. with 

fome of our Elders , whereas it was plainlyexpreft, that ifyou 
would confer with any of them, were able co facisfic 
you , neither, were. you. ableto maintain your’ practice to 
them by the word of God, all which wasintended for your in- 
formation, and conviction privately ; neither were you enjoyned 
to what you then were Counfelled unto; neverthelefs if you are 
forward to difpute,and.that you will move ityour.felfco the Court, 
or the Magi(trates about Boffon, we {hall take order to appoint one 
-who will be ready co Anfwer your motion , you keeping clofe to the 
queltions to be propounded felf,and a moderator fhal be ap- 
pointed alfo co attend uponthat fervice ; & whereas you defire you 
might be freein your difpute, keeping clofe to the points to be 
difputed on, withoutincurring damage by. the Civill Iuftice , ob- 

ferving what hath been before written , it is granted ; the day may 
beagreed if you 

Tbe Dudley, Deputy Govern. 

| Rich. Belinghbam. 
Wiliam Hibbins. 

Encreafe N owel, 


My Anfwer followeth, fuperfcribed,. 
Tothe Honoured Governour ofthe Aachatufets, and the reft of 

that Honorable Society, thefe prefent: 

T Received a writing [ub{cribed with 5 of your hands by way. of anfwer 
toa twice-repeated motion of mine before you; which was grounded As 
conceive [uf ficiently upon the Gvernours Wwordsiin opin Caurt., which 
Writing of yours doth no way av{wer my expeltation, wor yet that motion 
which I made, and Whereas ( waving that grennded motion ) you are 
“* pleafed te iniimare, That if 1 were forward to difpute , and would 
“ move it my tothe Court, or Magiftrates about Boftoniyos would 
“ appoint one toan{wer my motion, &c. Be pleafedte under Stand,T hat 
alrbongh am nit backWard to maintain the Faith, and Order of my 
Lord the King of Saints, for which 1 have beem Sentenced,yet am I not, 
[uch a way fo forward to di/pute,or move therein, incowvenience 


foonld 


> 

| 

| 
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thereby avife, rather once more repéat my former motion. 
which ifit (hall pleafe the Codie and une 
der their Secretaries hand foall grant 4 free difpute  Withoue 
mole ftation or interruption, I (hall be fo well [atisfied therewith , thar 
what I fhallfervet, and upon your motion {hall attend it; Thue 
defiring the Farber of Adercies wot tolay that evsll to your charge, 
From Prifonthis remain. your 


This Anfwer with the motion for a difpute upon thele fair termes — 
the third time repeated, ( being athing alfo generally defired ; and 
longed for )was (as I-faid before) by me delivered to the Keeper, and 
by him prefented to the Magiftrates,and fo to the General Courr,yet 
was there no anfwer returned : what made the obftruction confide: 
ring the equity of the Cafe, the former content and prant of the Ma- 
giftrates,and the peoples earneft defire thereof, 1 know not, neither 
will I too readily conclude ( left it fhould favor of prejudice ) that it 
was either an apprehenfion it would be difpracefull, firft to ludge 
and Condemn ‘the perfons, and afterward to have the matter exa- 

_ mined, or elfe'a fear and jealoufie left upon the examination there- 
of by the word of God(which isa quick & powerful divider afunder 
of the Soul, and Spirit, and of che joynts, & marrow,and a difcerrer 
of the thoughts and intents of the cat their ftanding(in reference 

to the worfhip of God)thould appear falfe,and evilland the way by 
wh.chey maintayn the fame. with a forcing of others thereto,fhould 
appear far worfe: furely, the ftanders by, and fuch, whofe minds are 
dif-engaged in che bufineffe will aptly conclude; and not’without — 
probable grounds, that the utmoft they can fay for chemfelves, and — 
to ftep the mouth of him that is contrary minded, lyes inthe Sword 
and power of the Magiftrate , which alchongh ire a good Ordis 

nance of God in this prefent evill World, to reftrain’ the oppreffor, 
and fet the oppreffed goe free, and fo"approved:and owned by 

Chrift and all true Chriftians, in cafe of wrong and wicked lewd, 

neffe, as expreffeth it, yet was it never appointed by Chrift,(co 

whom all power, not only in Barth, but alfo in Heaven, is commuit- 
ted, and by whom all Barthly powers areto be judged, in that day 
in which he fhall judge the World:in. righteoufnefle ;» fay it was 
never appointed by Chrift)to inform and re¢tifie the minds,andicon- 


fciences of men in the of God, in that great myftery of 
linefle, and inthofe:myft concerning the 
3 | 
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(14) 
Chrift, thas matter that onely belongs to the Holy Spirit of 
Promile, and co the Sword of that Spirit, which isthe Word (not of 
man, but.) of God, @ effect, much lefleco conform their outward 
man, contrary to cheir minds and coniciences in the Worthip ofGod; 
and therefore chat Sword and Power ought to take heed how they 
meddle herein (left they attempt to take the place, & enter upon the 
Throne and Kingdom of Chrift) either to force fuch as be conceived 
to be true Worfhipers, to the true Worfhip, and fervice of God, for 
it is written, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, faith the 
Lord of Hofts. And again, In the dey of thy power thy people thal! 
bea willing people ; much lefle to force as are no Worhhipets, 
or falfe, cothat Worlhip which is true, and yet much leffe to force 
falfe, to that which is falfe, or crue, co that which is falfe ; and hence 
ic is, that althouph che Kings of the Earth have been deceived, and 
through the righteous judgment of God have given their power to 
the Beaft, to cheit own difhonor and detriment, who have improved 
the fame to bearupthe Whore, and co bear down and cruth the 
Spoufe ofthe Lamb, fothat Bate! hath for a long time rejoyced., 
and Sven hath mourned; yet when thetime appointed is come, at 
the voyce of her King Séow(halideliver her felf trom theDaughrerof . 
Babel, though all the powers of this World feek to withftand it, 
neither fhall the gates of Hell prevail 9 9a it: for it is written 
concerning thefe chat keep the Commandements of God, andthe 
Teftimony of i¢fus, that they overcame him ( foil. chat great Red» 
Dragon called che Devill and Satan, who allo his power to the 
Beait, they overcame him Ifay) by the Blood of chet Lamb, and 
by that word of cheir Teftimony, and they loved not their dives unto 


the death. 
Now Crandall aforefaid, to whofe cha ry had 
alfo ‘nothing to fay, bat his being with us, Owning ith, 
and Order of the Goipeli, and therefore refufing to ftoop to chat 
likenefle thereto, fetup,; yet asiséaid, they enter 
ctd him to pay's pounds dy the next Court of A fliftants . or elfe to 
be wellWhipt. Whereuponthe day following he inquired of the 
Keeper, when that Court of A ffi ftants would be, (being refolved not 
to chufe ableco inake it appear by the 
Law of God or Man'that he was.a Tranfpreffor ‘fo ro be punifted 
and being by him informed that it would bea quarrer of a be- 
fore thaccime came; and allo, that if he were forefolved, fe might 
pucin Bail for his appearance at the time eforefaid,, and fo 


| 
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(35) 
he forthwith putin Bail, and fo departed to vifiehis Family , be; 
diftane from thence threefcore and cen miles. He was no 2 a 
home, but his Spirit was unfatisfied in what he had done, in leaving 
us bebied in che Prifon, chough with our confent and couniell he 
did what he did ; whereupon, leaving his Harveft upon the fpoyl , 
within a few dayes he recurned to us again, and tendered his rod | 
unto the Keeper, who refufed it, faying, Since your departure I pers 
ceive your Sentence is, That you fhould not depart the Prifon, with | 
out cither paying che money, or putting in fecurity for the payment 
of it; wherefore now cither you or your Surety muft pay it. To 
whom Brother Crandalireplyed, you informed me otherwife before 
I went, and upon other termes! depirted , wherefore for my own 
art | am refolved will not payit, and for my Surety heis at his 
berty, being no otherwife bound, than for my appearance, and here 
Jam, and am your Prifoner ; nevertheleffe when I was releaied, aud 
turned out of Prifon, and could no longer upon that account there 
remain,I counfelled him to put the matter quite out of doubt wheres 
fore he jaid to the Iaylor, Let me know what I fhalleruftto, for if 
you accept me upon the formes account, well, I fhall willingly carry, 
and remain your Prifoner, but if not, I fhall now irhome with 
my Friend to my Family ; fo after the Jaylor had advifed with che 
Mapiftrate, he friendly told him, If be would premife co appear at 
the time appointed, he would rake his word, became his Surety, 
and he might be gone ; whereupon I beingdoubeiull, chongh he was | 
confident co ing the rime(there being an oeher Court becween) 
defired him co fend us certain word ¢o the liend, when that Caure of 
Affiftanrs would be;fo having his promile,wethankfully accepted his 
kindaeffe, & fo departed : And being at home we waited for a word 
from tbe Keeper for a return, but the firft word weheard rouchi 
that matter,'was,that che Court was palt( which was chaeCourt 
pected )& chat Brother Hoémes had had his tryal by cruel feourgings, 
& chat thelsylor Surety, by reafon of his non- 
appearance was conitrained to pay the money;hereupon not long afr 
ter Brothér Crandad went to Bo/fow, and charged the laylor with his 
mif information, and neglect of his promife ; and mareover declared 
that he had cald him, That being Innocent, be would not make him- 
felf a by chufing his punifhment, and therefore had 
refolred, as he alfo knew, not to pay | and furcher he 
told him, that there was no neceflicy he fhould lay down the moacy, 


it being butthrough a miftake, and he being but Surety , when the 
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Principall was prefent, and was ie through the ftrength of Chritt 
co anfwerthe penalry: and thus having argued the cafe with the 
Jaylor, he left him without any grounds of hope to have ie repaid, 
nevertheleffe if advantage will be fo ftriétly taken upon che Keepers 
miftake neither Confcience nor Equity will fuffer us (ic a ppearing 
to be a meer miftake, and no plotted thing ) not co fuffer him to bear 
it, and thus it appears how a fecond came off, and efcaped a fceurg- 
ing: Now asconcerning the third, by name Obediah Holmes, what 
js laid to his charge this Sentence under their Secretaries hand 
i ( a Copy whereof is here under written ) will plainly expreffe, 


The Sentence of Obediah Holmes Of Seacuck, the 31 of 
: the sthM, 1 651. 

Orafmuch as yor Obediah Holmes being come into this Iuri(dittion 
about the 21 of the sth did as one William Witters henfe 
| | at Lin, and did hear privatly (and at other times being an £ xcommuni- 
| cate perfon did take upon you to Preach and to Baptize) upon the Lords 
day, or other dayes, and being taken then by the Conftable , and com- 
ming afterward tothe Affembly at Lin, did in difrepedt of the Ordi- 
nance of God and bis Wor fbip,kecp on your hat, the Paftor being in Pray- 
| er, infomuch that you would not give reverence in veiling your hat, till 
it was off your bead to the diffurbance f the Congregation, amd 

profefing againft the Inftitmrion of the Church, as not being accordin 
to the Gofpell of Christ, and tht youthe faid Obediah Holmes 

did upow the day following mect again at the faid William Witters, in 
_ contempt to Authority, you being then in the cuftody of the Law, and did 
| «there receive the Sacrament, being Excommunicate, and that yon did 


ny the Baptifms that was before adminifired to be Bapti{m the Chur- 
ches no Churches and alfo other Ordinances ,\and Atini fiers, as ifall 
were a Nullity; And alfo did deny the lawfullnefs of Baptizing of [n- 
fants, and all this tends tothe difbonour of God , the defpifing the or- 
dinances of God among us, the peace of the Churches , and [educing 
the Subjelts of this Commonwealth from the truth of the Go/pel of Fee 
Chrif? and perverting the (trait waies of the Lord , the Conrt doth 
fine you 30° pounds tobe paid, or [ufficiens fureties that the fum 


Baptize [uch as were Baptized before , and thereby did weceffarily de- 


Mall be paid by the firft day of the next Court of Afifants , or elfe to 
be well Whipt , and that you [ball remain in Prifon till st be paid, or fecu- 
wity given in fir it. | 
BytheCourt, ENCREASE 
An 


| 
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And now becaufe his fufferings, and the fence which his Sout 
felrofthe Lords Support, according to promife, is affectionately fer 
forth,and commended asa token of hislove , in a Letter written 
with his own hand , and fent unto thofe that have obtained like 
precious faith in Lowden, or elfewltere, whereby by an experiment 
which God hath been pleafed to give to him, and us, they may evi- 
dently difcern , that Jefus Chrift. isin point of tender compafiions 
on thole chat confefs his name before the Sonnes of men , the 
fame to day that he was yefterday ; that asyefterday , fo to day it 
may be faid, as the fufferings of Chrift abound in us, fo our confulae 
tion alfo aboundeth by Chrift, fo chat they which keep the come 
mandements of God,and Tettimony of Iefus Chrift, may be hereby 
incouraged to fear none of thofe things which they fhall fuffer before 
they come, norwhenthey look them in the face, and begin the 
incounter with them, be foon weary and wax faint in their minds, 
but faithfully and hopefully expect (they fuffering forthe name of 
Chrift, and as Chriftians ) thatche f{pirie of their Lord , and of 
glory, fhall reftupon them. The words of his Letter followeth. 


untothe Well beloved Brethren John Spilsbury , William Kiffin , 
and the ref? that sn London ftand fast in that Faith, and continue to 
walk ftedfaftly in that Order of the Go/pel\which was once delivered | | 
untothe Sa'nts by Iefas Chrift. Obediah Holms 41 sxworthy wire 
nefs,that lefus is the Lord, and of late a Pvifoner for Le/us ke at 

 Bofton, /exdeth greeting. 
Dearly Beloved and longed afier, } | 

Y hearts defire is to hear from you,and to hear that you grow _ 

in grace , and inthe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour le- _ | | 

fus Chrift, and that your love to him ,and one unto another,as he il 

hath given commandment , aboundeth, would be the very joy = 

and great rejoycing of my Soul and Spirit; had 1 not been prevented 14 

by my beloved Brethren of Providence , who have wrot unto you 

you have my Mind at.large ) and alfo by our beloved 

rother Clarke of Road-lland , who may (if God permit ) fee you, q 
and fpeak with you mouth to mouth, I had here declared my felf 
in that matter, but now I forbear; And becauie I have an experi- 

mentall knowledge in my felf,that in members of the fame Body , 

while it ftands in union with the head, there is a fympathizing Spirit, 

which paffeth through, and alfo remain ineach particular, fothat 


one member can neither mourn nor rejoyce, but all the members are 
E rea-" 
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(18) 
ready to mourn or rejoyee with ic ; I fhall the rather impart unto 
you loans dealings which I bave had therein from tbe Sons of Men 
andthe gracious fupports which J have met with from the Son of 
God, my Lord, and yours, that {0 like Members you might rejoyce 
with me, and might be encouraged by the {ame experiment of his 
~ sender mercies, to fear none of thofe things which you thal) fuffer 
for Jeius fake. it pleafed the Father of Light, after a long continyance 
~ ofmine in death, and darkneffe, to caufe life and immortality to be 
brought to light in my foul, and alfo to caufe me to tee that this life 
ae the death of his Son, in that hoyr, and power of darknefle 
procured, which in.my heart a reftlefs defire toknow what 
that Lord, who had fo dearly bought me, would have me to do, and. 
finding that it was his laft will { to which none is to adde, sad from. 
which none is todetra&) that they which had faith in his death 
fur life, ihould yeeld up chemfelves to hold forth a lively confimili- 
tude, or likenefle unto his. death, burjall, and refurre@tion by that 
Ordinance of Baptifme; I readily yeelded. thereto :being by 
love conftrained to follow thatLamb(that takes away the fing of .he 
World )whither foever he goes; I had no fooner feparated from 
their aflemblies, and from Communion with them in their “worthi 
of God and thus vifibly put onChrift being refolved alone to atte 
upon him, and co {ubmit to his will, bur immediately the adyerfary 
caft outa flood againftus, and ftirred up the fpirits ofmentopre- 
feat my felfand two more to P/ymourh Court, where we met with 4 
Petitions againft our whole company to takefomefpeedy courle to 
fupprefs us,one from our own Plantation beads to it,one fro 
the Church ( asthey call it ) at Testes, one from aliche Minifters 
in our Colony, except two, if I miftake nat, and one from the Conrt 
Bofton inthe Adatharufets under their Secretaries hand; where- 
upon the Court ftraitly chargeth usito defikt, and neither co ordain 
Officers nor co Baptize,nor to break bread goget her, nor.yet to. meet 
upon the firft day of the werk, and having received thefe fhrait char- 
one of the three di‘covers the fandy foundation upos mbich he, 
»Who.when the food came and rhe wind blew, fell; yet it plear 
fed the Factrer of mercies (to whem bethe praife)to giveus ftrength 
to ftand, & to tell them it was betterto obey God, rather than man, 
and fuch was the grace of our God co us-ward,that though we were 
had from Court to Court, yet were we firmly refolvedto keep clofe 
tothe rule and to obey che vo otansiaaiiindea what will come; 
Not long after chefe troubles { came upon orcafien of in- 


to 
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Wine, ,and_ other. Comforts, but 
Wine, nor ftrong drink that day untill my punifhmenc were over, 
and the reafon was, left in cafe I had more ftrength, courage, and 


to the Colony ofthe with two other Brethtert’” 
Brother Clark, one of the two,can inform you, wheré we 
three were apprehended, carried to the prifon at Bon, and fo to 


the Court, and were all fentenced ; what they laid ro my charge, 


- you may here read in my fentence : Vpon the pronouncing of which 


as I went from the Bgr, | expreft my telf in thefe words; | bleffe 
God Iam connted worthy to fuffer for the name of Iefus; where- 
upon /obn Hilfow (their Paftor as they call him) flrook me betore 
the Judgment Seat, and curfed me, faying , The Curfe of God, or le- 


fus goe with thee; 10 wewere carried to the Prifon where not long 
atter I was deprived of my two loving Friends ; ac whofe departure 
the Adveriary ftept in, took hold on my Spirit, and troubled me 


for the {pace of an hour, and thenthe Lord came in, and {weerly re- 
leeved me, caufing me to look to himfelf, fo was flayed, and re- 


frefhed in the thoughts of my God; and although during the time of 

the Temipter was bufie, yet it plealed God fo to - 
' ftand at my right hand, thatthe motions were but fudden, and fo 

vanifhed away; and although chere were that would have payd the 


my Imprifonme 


money if 1 would accept it, yet 1durft not accept of deliverance in 
fuch a way, and therefore my anfwer to chem was, that although 1 
would acknowledgetheir love to a cup of cold Water, yet could I 


not thank them for their money if they thould pay it; ‘o the Covrt © 


drew neer, and the night before 1 fhould fuffer according to my fen- 
tence, it pleafed God I refted, and flept quietly ; in che morning ma- 
ny Friends came to vifit me, defiring me to take the refrefhment of 


boldneffe than ordinarily could, be expected, the VVorid ‘fhould 


‘either fay he is drunk: with new VVine, or elfe chat the comfort — 


and ftrength of the Creature hath carried him through, but my 


courfe was this : I defired Brother John Hoxek'to bear my Friends 
company, and I berook my felf tomy Chamber, where! might | 
‘communicate with my God,commit my felfto him,and beg ftreogch ~ 


from him; I had nofooner fequeftred my felf, and come into my 
Chamber, but Sethan lets fie at me, faying,Remember thy felf, chy 
birth, breeding, and friends, thy wife, children, name, and credic 
but as this was fudden, fo there came in fweetly from the Lord as 


fudden an anfwer, *tis for my Lord, mutt not deny him before the 
‘Sons of men (for that isto fet mea above him) buc rather lofe all, 


refolution was not to drink | 
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yea wife, children, and mine own life alfo: To this the tempter res 
plies, Oh! butthatis the queftion, is it forbim? and for him a- 
Jone 2 is it not rather for thy own,or fome others fake? thou haft {y 
profi fled and practifed, and now art lothto deny it ; is not pride 
and felf in the botcom? furely this temptation was ftrong, and 
thereupon | made diligent fearch after the matter, as formerly | had 
done, and after a while there was evenas it had beena voyce from 
Heaven in my very Soul, bearing witnes with my Confcience , thar 
it was not for any mans cafe or jake in this world, that fo I had pro- 
feffed and p a@tifed, but ‘or my Lords cafe, and fake, and for him 
alone, wiiereupon my Spirig was much retrefhe: -asalfo in the 
confideration of thele three Scriptures , which {peak on this 
wife, (halblzy any thing to the charge of Gods E let ? Although 
J walk thronghthe valley and (hadow of Death fear evill, 
thy red and thy ftaff they foal comfort me, Andhe that continucth to 
to the end, ihe fame (hal befived. Butchen came inthe confiderati- . 
on of the weaknefle of the Fieth to bear the ftrokes of a whip, 

though the Spirit was willing, and hereupon! was caufed to pray 


earneftly unto the Lord, that he would be pleafed to give me a ipirit 


of courage and boldneffe, a tongue to {peak for him , and ftrength 
of body to fuffer for histake; and not to fhrink or yeeld to the 
ftroaks, or fhed tears, left the adverfaries of the truth fhould there- 
upon bla'pheme, and be hardned, and the weak and feeble-hearted 
diicouraged, and for this I befought the Lord earneftly, at length he 
fatisfied my fpirit, to giveup as my foul, fo my body to him, and qui- 

etly to leave the whole difpofing of the matrer to him, and fo I: 
addrefled my felfinas comely amanner as Icould, having fuch a 
Lord and Mafter to ferve in this bufineffe : And when I heard the 
voyce of my Keeper come for me, even cheerfulneffe did come upon . 
me, and my Teftament in my hand, I went ajong with bi 
to the we of execution ,and after common falutation there {tood; 
there ftood by alfo one or the Magiftrates, by name Mr.. Excreafe 
Newell, who tora while kept filent, and fpoke not a word, and fo 
did I, expecting the Governours prefence , but he came not. But 
atcer a while Mr. Nowed! bad the Executioner doe his Office, then I 


defired to {peak a few words, but Mr. Nowe anfwered, it is not 
now a time to- fi 


ak whereu Ile oMen. 
Brethren, Pal pon ook leave, and faid, CF, 


ers, and Countrey-men, | befeech yeu vive me leave to 
[peak.a few words, and the rather, becaule here are many Speitators 10 


fee me punt{bed, and J am to feat with my Blood, if God give fireng tb, 


that 


| 
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he’ 
that which I hold and pratti(e in tothe Word'ef God, and 
the teftimony of Lefus ; that Which I have to [ay im briefisthis, Al- 
though canfelfe am.so Dispatant, yet [ceing | amtofeal what hold 
with my Blood, am ready to d:fend it by the Wird, and tod [pute that 
paint with any that [hall come forth to witb/famdit. Mr. Nowell an 

{wered me, now was no time to dilpute, then faid I, then I defire to 

ive an account ofthe Faith and Order ! hold, and this 1 defired 
three times, butin comes Mr. Fiiar, and faith to rhe Executioner, 
Fellow, doe thine Office, for this Fellow would but make a lon 
Speech to delude the people; fo I being refolved to tpe.k, told 
the people ; Thac which Iam to fuffer for, is for the Word of God, 
and teftimony of Jetus Chritt; No, faith Mr. Nowe/Z. itis for your 
Error, and going about to feduce the people ; to which I replyed, 
not for Error, for in all the time of my Imprifonment, wherein |] 
was le‘t alone(my Brethren being gone) which of all your Minifters 
in all that time came to convince me 0: Error? and whenupon the 
Governours words a motion was made for a publick difpute,and up. 
on fair terms fo often renewed, and defired by hundreds, what was 
the reafun it was not granted ?. Mr. Nowel/ told me, it was his faule 
thac went away, and would not difpute ; but this the Writings will _ 
cleer at large: ftill Mr. Flint calls to.che man to doe his Office, fo 
before, and in the time of his pulling off my cloathes I continued 
{peaking, telling chem, That | had fo learned, that for all Boffon 1 
would not give my bodieinto their hands thus to be bruifed upon 
another account , yet upon this I would not give che hundredth | 
part Of Wampow Peague to free it out of their hands, 
and that made as much Confcience of unbuttoning a 
one button, as 1 did of paying the 301. inreference 
thereunto ; I told them moreover, the Lord bavingma~ p-any wich us. 
nifefted his love towards me, in giving me repentance 
towards God , and Faith in Iefus Chrift , and fo to be baptized in 
water by a Meffenger of Iefus into the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, wherein. I have fellowfhip with him in his death, bu-_ 
rial!, and refurre@ion, I am now come to be baptized in afflictions. 
by your hands, that fo I may have further fellowfhip with my Lord, 
and am not athamed of his fufferings, for by his ftripes am Lhealed ; 
And as the man began to lay the {troaks upon my back, I faidto the 
people, though my Fleth fhould fail, and my Spirit fhould fail, yet 
God would not fail ; fo it pleafed the Lord co come in, and fo ro fill 


my heart and tongue as a veffell full, and with an audible voyce L. 
E 3 brake 
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brake forth, praying unto Ma Lord not to lay this Sin to their 
charge, and telling the people, That now I found he did not fail me, 


and therefore now I fhould cruft him for ever who failed me not ; 
for in truth,as the ftroaks fell upon me,I had fuch a {piritual! manife- 
{tation of Gods prefence, asthe like thereto I never had, nor felt, 
nor can with flefhly tongue expreffe, and the outward pain was fo 
removed from me, that indeed I am notableto declare it to you, 
it was fo eafie to me, that I could well bear it, yea andina manner 
felcit not, although it was grievous, as the Spectators faid, the Man 
ftriking with all his ftrengtu( yea {pitting omhis hand three times, 
as many affirmed) with a chree-coarded whip, giving me therewith 
thirty ftroaks ; when he had loofed me from the Poit, having joy- 
fulnefle in my heart , and cheer/ulneffe in my countenance, asthe 
Spectators cbferved, I told the Magiftrates, you have ftruck me as 


- . with Rofes; and faid moreover, Although the Lord hath made it 


eafie to me, yet I pray God it may not be laid to your charge. Af- 


_ ter this many came to me,rejoycing to fee the power of the Lord ma- 


nifefted in weak flefh;buc finfull flefh tgkes occafion hereby to bring 
others in trouble, informs the Magiftrates hereof, and fo two 


+more are apprehended as for contempt of autherity, chere 


names were /ehn Hazell, and Jobn Spur, who came indeed and 
did fhake me by the hand , bur did ufe no words of contempt or re- 
proach unto any; no mancan prove that the firft {poke any thing, 
and for the fecond, he only faid thus, Blefled be the Lord; y et thefe 
two for taking me by the hand, and thus faying after 1 had received 
my punifhment, were fenrenced to pay 40 fhilling. or co bé whipt. 
- Both were refolved againft paying their Fine : Nevertheleffe after 
one or two dayes imprifonment, one payed Jobn Spurs Fine,and he 


~ wasreleafed , and after fix or feven dayes Imprifonment of Brother 


Haxell, even the day when he thould have fuffered, an other payd 


his, and fo he efcaped, and the next day went to vifit a 


Friend about 6 miles from B»fon, where he tle fame day fell 
fick, and within 10 dayes he ended this life; when I was come (0 
the Prifon, it pleafed God to ftir up the heart of an old acquaintance 
oftnine, who with much tenderneffe , like the good Samaritan, 
poured oyl into my wounds, and plaiftered my fores ; but there was 
prefent information given what was done, and inquiry made who 
was the Chirurgion, and it wascommonly reported he fhould be 
fent for, but what was done, I yetknownot. Now thus it hath 
pleafed the Father of Mercies fo to difpofe of the matter, that my 


Bonds 
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Bonds & Imprifonments have been no hinderance to the Gofpel, for 
before my recurn,fome fubmitted to the Lord,and were baptized and 
divers were pur. upon the wayof enquiry; And now being advifed to 


make my ¢.cape by night, becaule ic was repurced that there were 
Warrants forth for me, I departed ; and the next day after, while J 
was onmy Journey, the Conftable came to fearch ar the houfe 
where | lodged, fo I efcaped their hands, and was by the good hand 
o: my heavenly Father brought home again to my neér relations, 
my witeand eight children,theBrethren of our Town,and Providence 
having ‘aken pains to meer me 4 miles in the woods, where we re- 
joyced together inthe Lord. Thus bave] given you as briefly as I 
can, a truerelation of things: wherefore my Brethren rejoyce with 


me in the Lord, and give all glory to him, for he is worthy, to whom. 
be praile for evermore,to whom I commit you, & put up my earneft 


prayers for you, that by my fate experience, who have trufted in 


God, and have not been deceived, you may truftin him perfe@ly: 


wherefore my dearly beloved Brethren truftinthe Lord, and you 
fhall not be afhamed, nor confounded, fo I alfo reft, 
\ Yours in the bond of ( harity, 
Obediah Holmes. 


Three things would be well minded inthis relation, 1 chat God 
gave me Power to confefs his name before the Sonnes of Men. 

2 That he kept my tongue chat I did not'{peak evill of men, nor 

3 That he gave ftrength to weak Fleth chat it failed aot. 

This Tragedy being chus aed in che face of the Country » mult 
needs awaken ‘and roufeuprhe minds, and {pirits of many, canie 
fad choughts toarife in their hearts, and co flow forch at their 
moutbes as men offended, to fee Strangers profefling GodlineS , 
fo difcourteonfly uied, for no Civill Tran{greflion, but meerly for 
Confcience, and that by their hands who pretended, that Liberty of 


Confcience was alfo the caufe of their flight , cogether with the or 


ther to the hazard of rheir lives by hard hearted, crugll, and far 
vage Barbar‘ans, and other miichiefs which a valt, and howling 
Wildernefle is aptro produce ; wherefore to ftop their mauthes , 
and to lull chem afleep, the old fubtile Serpent as his cuftome ever 
hath been, raifed up a cloud of difgrace, thinking thereby to dar- 
ken the truth he profeft , andgo obicureche glory that appeared 
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thatche was notorioufly given to that filthy luft o 


| ( 24) | 
in his fufferings , givingout , thet he was but an Excommunicate, 
and fo an perfon, and chat it was fufpected 
uncleannefs, 
which God will judge , and chac the ‘ame was hinted in open-Court, 
and that by perfons of no meancredit; wherefore agatne to refift 
the adverfary who hath been a lyer from the beginning , and thereb 
a deftroyer and murderer , and to deliver the Children of truth 
at leaft from his {nare , whereby they might be taken captive at hig 
will drewup, and fent a letter unto the Governour of the 
thatufers Colony, and defired it might be publifhed fo that che Sons 
of Men, fo farasthe lye and flander might fpread, might be‘ac- 


_quainted therewith. The Letter followeth. 


The t2.0fthe 7th. M. 51. To the Honoured 
Governour. | 
Honoured Sir, | | 
Owever you may judge of me, yetam I dayly waiting to ftand 
before bim who [hall jndze quick anddead , and bectnfe lam 
under reproach , and fen(nre by many , andthe more by reafom of fome 
words fooken by your felf, as though were an evill perfomin life and 


conver{ation ,. and although | miy be accounted as a fool , yet bear 


_ mea little to plead mine innocency , and 1 hope yor will mot too far cone 


demn me wntsh you bear me [peak: Sir , I acknowledge only free grace, 
and that by bis power alone I have been kept , and what my life and 
manner of conver{ation was for fix or feven years While I Was with yon, 
I appeal to your felf, and the experiences you have bad of me , and 
te your Elders , andtothe whole Church ; who ever reproved me of 
evill? and yerccommended me to ethers, and for four years time I 
walked With them at Rehoboth , whe al/o fhoula have reproved me if 
under Sin; but when it pleafed the Lordto canfe me to hear his voice, 


and I feparated from thems , which was occafioned by an unrighteous 


of theirs as judged, which Was, that feven of the Brethren 
Poould paft an AE of Admonition upon a Brother without th: Confent 
of the reft We being 23 innumber , who might all inone hours {pace, 
if in bealth , have come together | fe when I beard of it 1 went to Mr, 
Newman, and told bim of the evill which be, andthe other fix had 
done, be told me they were the Church Reprefentative , akd if 4 of them — 
bad done it , it badbeena Charch Ait » when thiscomes tothe Cote 
gregation much a doc , be got five more tohimfelf, and thenthiy 
were 32, and we eleven, thenthey owned them/elves ro be the 
au 
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and [obegantodeal with me for faying, they had abuled the Church , 
and bad took from them their power , whereupon | told them | fhould 
renounce them, and not have any more fellow {hip with them, till 
ther they faw their Sin, or I further light ; after which aivers others | 
tothe number of feven, or eight fell off from them, and wemet once a 
week, and every firft day, and (0 continued for a long {pace of time , | 
yea and the day Was known when we intended to be Baptized, and there 
were many Witne[fes obfer-ving our Faith,and Order , and yet mot one | 
Man er Woman of Mr.Newmans company that ever came to deal with 
me for evill , neither im Judgment, nor ‘Prattice wntill along time af- 
rer that appointment of Lord was difpencea ; Thns ! {uy , 
I had feparated from them , and along time after, I ander flood by their 
Meffenger that they intended to proceed againft me, fo 1 defired the 
meffenger to tell me for whatevill, he teldme 1 fhenld knew When 
come there, fo] fent one of their own Brethren totell them from me, 
though | owned them not as Brethren, yet if any Man or Woman bad 
ought againft me, 1 wenld come tothem, although they had not aclt 
with me according to any rule 5 but none came to me, mor charged me 
with any evill; and When wupow occafion 1 came before all the ( ongre- 
gation, and flrangers , I demanded for What canfe it Was that they 
proceeded agammft me , [cing / had {ent to them before, and no man 
fedme; Mr. Newmantold me, it was for non appearance ; and now 
judge of the evillin your awn way , and that for my E xcommunication 4 
as youcallit , I am by you rendred that wicked'perfon; as for the 
Ju{pition of that moft abominable evill of uncleanne/s,and Adultery , 
which many think I am guilty of, by reafon of [ome perfons [peeches , 
I defire to blefs my Lord , Who bath caufed me to deny all uncleanne{s 
and wickedncfs , and God forbid that I (hould take the Members of 
Chrift, and make them the Members of an Harlot, and I challenge all 
Men and Women that dave fiand before the judgment [eat of the Lord, 
to come forth, and fay if they ever beard unclean words proceed out of 
my mouth or any unfeemly gefture much afliow, any in my 
life at Salem, Seacunck, or e/[where, yea let them come forth be- _— 
fore any to meet mein private,or publick , upon-any-friends requeft 
without the Magiftrates Warrant ; but remember my Lord Was cal- 
led Belzebub and what though be called an Adulterer, or Witch 
er Bla[pbemcr , ander ery one (aith what he pleaferh, yet frand be- 
fore the judgment of my Lord; And whereas tt Was alfe reported 
I Baptized Geedwife Bowdifh naked d I blefs the Lord he hath tanghe 
me to de that Which is comly , » and 
an 
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(26) 
Max , or Woman may be drovened their Cloarbes or buryed in earth 
with their ( deatbes bur chat the had comly yar ments from the Crown 
of bir bead to the fole of her foot , many being prefent with ber bufe 
bandcantefifie and if any be pleafed toreprosch me: behind my b.ck, 
and wor to fveak to my face, tet them kvow the Lora bow to delia 
ver the innocent, whom commit my [lf With my prayers for 
ana am, Yours SHM as formerly to command in all 

| Lawf all things 
Obediah Holmes. 


Whilft he ( through the fpirit ofthe Lord chat refted upon him) 
bore thefe bloody ftrekes with focheerfull a ipirit as it he felt them 
not , divers of the ftanders by ,behotding, itwere fo affected with joy, 
chat when he was loofed could not forbear to cometo him, and to 
{hake him by the hand, thereby to manifeft cheir reyoycing with 
him, thatthe Lord had fupporred him); but imormation 
being piven to the Magiftrates, warrants were fent forta ( as is re- 
ported tothe number of 13) whereuponfome chrough fear were 
fain co hide themfelves, and being ftrangers, to haften away , of 
change their habit , two of them were taken as aforefaid , chat is 
to fay fob» Spur, andold Hazell, and committed to prifor 
as the Warrant herewith declares. of . 


Tothe KeeperorhtsDeputy. 
virtu: hereof you arctotake into your cuftody, and fafe keeping, 
Dthe bedy of Spur for ahainons offence by him committed, 
hereof not tofutl, Dated the sth. of the 7th, Afonth 165i. Takeale 
fointo your fafe beeping Hazell. By che Court, 
 LNCREASE NOWELL 


John Spur profeft to me , and before mamy Witneffes , that his 
heart was fo taken with what he faw and heard , that he could not 
but goto him, take him by the hand, and bleffe che Lord who 
had been fo prefent with him, but tofavemea labor his own 
words here followeth. 3 


Mr. Corron( {faith he) in his Sermonimmediatly before the Court 


gave their Sentence againft M.C/:rk Obediah Holmes and Cran 


,affirmed, that denying Infants Baptifin would overthrow all; & 
this was-a capitall offence; and therefore they were foul-murctherers; 
when theretore the Governor M_Jebn came intotheCourt to 


pafs 
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pafs Sentence againft them, he {aid thus, you deferveto dy , but this 
we agreed upon, that Mr.Clarke fhall pay 20 li. Fine , and Obcas 6 
Holmes 30 lu Fine; and Je. Cranaal 5 li. Fine and to remain 
prifon untill their Fines be either payed or fecurity given for them. 
or elfe they are all of them to be well whipped; Obsdias 
Holmes was brought forth to receive his Sentence, he defired of - 
the Magiltrates chat be might hold forth the ground of his pra- 
ctice; but they refufed to let him fpeak , amd commanded the > 
whipper to do his Office ; then the whipper began to pull off his © 
Cloathes, upon which Obediah Holmes taid , Lord lay not this 
fin unto their charge ; and forthe whipper beganco lay on with his 
whip; upon which Obcaiah Holmes faid, O Lord I befeech gheeto | 
manifeft chy power inthe weakneffe ot thy Creature; he neither 
moving nor ftirring at alltorcthe firekes , brake our into thefe ex- 
prefiions, Bleffed and praifed bethe Lord , and thus he carryed ic 


to the end, and went away rejoycingly ; 1 /obn Spur being prelent, 


it did take fuch animpreflion in my Spirit to truft in God, and 
walk according to the light chatGod had communicated to me, and 
not to fear what mancould do unto me; that 1 went tothe man(be- 
ing inwardly affe@ted with what I faw and heard) and witha — 
joyfull countenance took him by the hand when he was from © 
the Poft, and faid, praifed be the Lord; and fo I went along © 


with him to the prifon ; and prefently that day there was informa- 


tion given tothe Court what J had faid and done; and alfoa war- — 


rant was prefently granted outthat day to areft boch my felf and 
Ton Hazel, which was executed on the morrow morning upon us, 
and fo we were broughttothe Court and examined; the Gover- 
nour asked me concerning Obediah Holmes, according as he was 
informed by old Mr. Cole» and Thomas Burtalph, of my taking of 
him bythe hand , and {miling, and I did then freely declare what 
I did, and what I faid , which was this; Obediah Holmes, faid 1, 


I do look upon asa Godly man; and do affirm that hecarryed him- | 


felfasdid become a Chriftian, under fo fad an affliction ; and his 
affliction did 1o affe& my Soul, that I went to bim being trom 
the Poft, and faid, bleffed be the Lord , but faid the” Governour 
what do you apprehend concerning the caufe for which he fuffered? 
my Anfwer was, that ].am morable to judge of ic, then: {sid tlhe 
Governour, we will deal with you as we have dealt with him, 
laid unto himagain, Iamin the hands of God , then Mr. Ssmons 


a Magiftrate faid, you shallknow you are im che hands of owe ) 


. 


4 
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| 
the Governour then faid, keeper takehim, and fo I was prefently 
carried away to prifon. 

The next day about one of the Clock I was fent for again into the 
Court: the Governour(being then about to go out of the Courr, 
when I.came in ) delivered this fpeech tome; faid he, you mutt 
pay 40 fhilingsor be whipped ; [faidthento chofe of the Court 

.  thatremained, that if any man fuffer as a Chriftian let him glorifie 
God inthis bebalfgthen I defired to know what Law I had broken, 
~ and whacevill I had done, but they produced no Law, only they 
produced whac the two witnefles had {wornagain{t me; my {peech 
thereto was this, my practice and cariage is alowed by the word 
of God, for it is written in Rem. 12. Be like affeitioncd one towards ae 
| | nother, rejoyce with them that rejoyee; and it is contrary to my ludg- 
| ment and Confcience to pay a peny: theniaid Mr. Bexdall, I will 
pay it for him, and there prefencted himfelf, I anfwered then and 
foid, thanked him for his love, hut did believe it was no acceptable 
if fervice , for any manto pay a peny for me inthis cale; yet notwith- 


ftanding the Court accepted of his profer, and bid me be gone, then 
eame John co be examined.. 


lebn Spur. 


Here followeth the teftimony of thofe that came in againft me. 

J ——— Cole being in the Market place, When Obediah Holmes 
came fromthe Whipping Poft , lohn Spurcame and met him prefent(y; 
baughing in bis face faying , Bleffed be God for thee Brother and fo 
did go With him , launching upon him up towards the prifon , which was 
very grievous tome to(ec him harden the man in bis fin , and foewing 
much contempt of Authority by that cariage, as if be had been 
jujtly punifhed , and had fuffered as a righteous man, under a tyran- 

Government Depofed before the Court the 5th. of the 7th. M: 


J Thomas Buttolph déd fee Iohn Spur come to Obediah Holmes ; 
foon ashe came from the Whipping Poft , laughing in bis face, and 
going along With him towards the Prifontomy great grief to fee bim 
harden him in bis fin, aud to (hew fuch a contempt of Authority. Depe- 
fed the 5th. of the 7th.cMonth 1651. Before the Court. 


Increafe Nowell. 


As for Jobs Hazell, to my knowledge , although 
ome 
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fume occafion of bufinefs in chefe parts, yet the main bufi- 
nefs thac drew him hither, was to vific the prifoner, whom 
he at this time took by the hand, who was indeed his neer 
Neighbour , lived in the fame Town together, walked roge- 
therin che fame fellowfhip , aad faith of the Golpell , and had their 
hearts knit together in a more than ordinary neer bond of love, and 
asa manifeftacion thereof, he undercoke fo great a journey ( it be- 
ing between fourty and fiity miles) co vilithim , he being indif- 
-pofed by reafon of his age for fuch an undertaking ( being between 
three and fourfcore years old ) and when he was there underttan- 
ding it would not be long before hefhould fuffer out of the tame ren. 
der love , could not leave him before itwas over; who alfo accom- 

anied him from the Prifontathe Poft, and fo back again; now 
or him, only for taking his friend by the hand, when he had fuffe- 
red his punifhmenr, and was looled from the Poft, to be thus hand- 
led , fhall nor the Nations that know not ciyiliey , chat neither 
fear God nor reverence man, be aftonifhed at this ? if this be todo 
to others as.we would thae others fhould do to us, which is the 
Lay and the Prophets, the command of Chrift and his Apoftles, 
Jet all crue Chriftians judge; the Man being old did profeffe, as I 
was informed, That ifthey thould have laid che ftrokes upon him, 
they would corny have killed him, which I know ceized not a 
little upon him, and how far what was done had influence into his 
death, the Lord onely knowes ; for as is before aid, the fame day 
he went forth, he fell fick, and within ten dayes lie died ; The Lord 

rant that no part of his death may be laid co their charge, and that 
they may fee the exceeding greatnefle of che evill of chirfting after 
the blood of che Innocent, before the Lord come forth to avenge it, 
and as to that ftory I fiall fay nomore, but leave the Reader to his 
own relation ,which partly in Prifon,and partly upon his death Bed, 
as may be perceived,he wrote and left behind him, with an intent ic 
fhould be publifhed. The relation followeth, writ and fubfcribed 


with his own hand, 


A Relation of my being brought before the Magiftrares the oth of the 
ath Afoneth, 1 6 § 1. 


Going from place to place, to buy and take up commodities for 
[ay ufe, was attached or arrefted by the Marfhall, by virtue of a 


Warrant from the Court, to appear in the Court,and chere co an- 
F 3 | {wer 
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fwer for a bigh mifdemeanor committed by me,and coming into the 
 Court( which was then privatly keptin the Chamber )they asked me 


divers queftions, amongft which this was ones; Whether I did think 

nat Obe. ith dmes did well or not, incomming among them to 
baptize, and adminifter the Sacrament, laying this to my charge, 
thac | was one with him, and of the fame judgement, and whether I 
did chink he did well, or no, in his fo carrying himfelf; to which | 
anfwered, 1 had here aothing to doe with that which ancther Man 
did, bu: Iwas hereto anfwer for whatI my fclfhad committed a- 
gaint! their Law ; then {aid they,you have offended our Law, and 
have contemned Authority , for youcook him by che hand, and 


countenance him in hisfin , fofoon ashe was gone from the 


Pott, to which Ifaid, [fI have broken any Law of the place, by. 
what 1 then did, I am willing to fubmit unto punifliment ; yea fai 
the Governour,you took him by the hand, did you not ? and fpake 


to him, what faid you? did you not fay fo and fo? Blefled be God, 


&c. Lo which | faid, I fhall refer my telfunto the reftimonies that 
may or can be brought again{t me ; well, faid che Governour, wee 
fhall find Teftimony enough againft you; take himco you Keeper, 
and we will call you forth in publick, forthat we doe with you we 
will proceed in publick with you, and {o I went to Prifon. T his was 
the fam and fubftance of the firft time I was called before them ; the 
nextday being the laft day of the week , and che laft day of their 
Court, was in expettation all che forenoon to be called forth, but 


Was not, fo after dinner, when (as it appeareth ) the Court was tr 


fen, and fome of the Magiftrates departed, I was fent for again into 
the Chamber, where was the Governor with three others , (eid. Mt. 
B:dinghbam, Mr. A:bbins, and Mr. Encreafe Nowell, as foonasl was 


come into the room, the Governour read my Sentence , which was, 


chat I muft pay 40 bh. or be well whipt,and fo immediately he depare 
ted, and when he was gone (for I could not have time before) lane 
fwered, that I defired the privilege of an Englith Subje&, which was 
to be tryed by the Country, to wit, a Jury, and to be made to appear 
(if they can) to be a Tranfgreffor by a Law: To which they faid, | 
had ¢emtemned Authority, and they had a Law co punifh fuch, and 
faid they, you did fhew your contempt of Auchority in that you did 
take fuch a perfon by the hand , as foon as he was from the Poft. To 
which I aniwered, } could not doe that which I did in contempt to 
Authority, feeing he had {atisfied the Law to che full, and was de 
parted from the place of {uffering ; and in the nexe place et 
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did, did unto himas my Friend ; And further I faid. if tae 
ken him by che hand fo foon as he was loofed from the Pott. efid 
had led him out of the Town, I fhould not have broken any Law 
either of God or Man. Tothisthey faid, That there wasalaw 
all Courts of Juftice, both in Old Enylawi, ahd other Countreyes, 
to punifh contempt of Authority, and fo lad they fach a Law 
mong themfelves; Towhichd faid, Thatin Old Englind and in 
other places they had fuch a Law t denyed not, bucthat Law © 
alfo was both Enacted and publifhed, but what Law have I broken 
in taking my Friend by the hand,when he was free, and had fatis- 
fied cheLaw? Tochis they replied, That he had not fatisfied. rhe 
Keeper ; Tothis Lanfwered, Thac he had talked with his Keeper, 
and there was fome Agreement beeween them, and fo in chat fence 
alio not under the Law,but free; | hen faid they, if you would have 
thewed kindneffe unto yourFriend,you might haye forborn in chat 
place, and done it more privately ; To which I anfwered, 1 knew 
not but chat place was as freeas another, he having fatisfied the 
Law. The Teftimony that was given by Mr. ( ole was ths , ‘ce. 
i faw John Hazell take Obediah Holmes 5) the hand, bat what be 
faid / cavnot tell ;.this isthe Subftance of all the proceedings untill 
the laft day:at night, and chen they faid [ fhould be whipped, but 
faid tome of their Officers, the Whipper cannot be found, then they 
commanded thatithey fhould be ready by the fecond day morning, 
and then I did expectto be called forth, but neither that day, nor 
the third ynor fourth, was1 called, butam underftand referved 
unto the 5th day, to be more publick in the view of the World, and 
when the sth day came,as I had many ‘before , fo alfo then, thac 
would have paid che Fine, if I would give my confent, which 1 de- 
nyed to doe, and fo fet my felf by che power of Chriftto fuffer 
fhould be infli@ed'upon me, but when Noon camel was told! 
fhould not fuffer whipping, yet not having a diftharge, I did not 
look to be freed untill the Keeper told me, I might goe about my 
bufineffe ; chen | demanded a difcharge ( meantng under the Ma- 
giftrates hands) fo he ‘bad me goe, he would difcharge 
me. 

The ftrokes owas enjoyned by the Court to have, were ro with 
athree-corded whip, the very fame number ] underftand, chat tlre 
wort Malefactors chat were there punithed had, of which fume 
were:guilty ofcommon Whoredom, other of forcinga 
and one Jndian‘for coyning of.money ; thus far have you ‘relat. 

On. 


| 
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onaccording to my beft remembrance frome he firft to the laft,ofall 
the paffages concerning this matter; By me Jobs , written 
with mine own hand in Bofen Prifon, the 13 day ofthe 7th mo- 
A Pojleript. Sinced wrot, I underftand there is areport thatl 
was willing to pay my Fine, and thatthe Mapiftrates would not 
accept of it without 1 were willing. Gentle Reader, be pleafed to 
underftand chat this is falfe, for ic was without my confent or ap- 
probation ; And further underftand, That the Fine was taken by 
them, upon the profer of Mr. Beadall for lobn Sour, it was willing- 
ly accepted by che Magiftrates, and approved of, although /eb= 
Spur did to their faces contradic it, and oppofe it ; therefore good 
Reader beleeve not fach reports. 


By me Hazell 
fpoken in this Narrative ( Reader ) this . 


1 1 Hou maift underftand that the next morning after we three) 
being {trangers ,were come to our friends houfe ac Lin where 
welodged ( it being two miles out of the town ) we were perfu- 
ed and alio apprehended by the Conftables under the name of er- 
-ronious perfons being ftrangers , and by that power were catied 
(after a full and clear. manifeftation of our untreenefs) unto their 
Affembly , then to Prifon, and after awhile were alfo brought 
before their ai aig feat ; in which two Affemblies, to which we 
were forced , they drew forth matter enough as they conceived to 
make us tranfgreflors, & thereupon to fentence us with> 
out producing either Accufer, Witnefs , lury;:Law of God;or 
man , whereby either we might appear to be guilty , orthey to be - 
juft and juftified in their proceedings againft us. 
2 After we were thus perfued, and apprehended under the 
of erronious perfonsand ftrangers , and by their Court condem> 
ned and fentenced as Herericks or fcifmaticks,a motion being 
by their Governour touching a difcourie with their Minifters was 
readily accepted by us, and often repeated; and as often promifed 
yet could not be obtained es is here at large \to be 


3 Although through the mercifull hand ofour God pon us. we 
had no man, corrupted no man, defrauded ster as 


Now of what hath been 
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do bear us  witnels, yet befides\theexceeding gredt. lof .and.detri- 
ment otherwile fuftained » Wehadallno doubt. met with as crucii 
Scourgings as his faichfull fervants of old, had aot the providence 
hand of our God fo dilpofed the hearts of fome, of our friends to 
lay down our ranfome; by which two did efcape 3. and this did evi~ 
dently appear in the chird: who.came uader.cheir.zealous, yet met- 

cilefs hands , and received from them so ane the reftrainc 
_ ofthe lews, as writers report, yea and fuch entertainment-no 
doubt fhould ftrangers or Angels from.Heaven, yea Chrift lefus 
himfelf have received at cheir hands, if they could effe@ it , in cafe 
fhould have come among them,and not fubmitted,(as it is not 
effible they. fhould ) unto that golden, and glorious Image. or’ 
rear of ba worfhip and way of God appointed by Chriftwhich, 
When the faichfull, Martyr Witnefs, that Chriftisthe 
Lord, had byrnthis fourfcore and ten {tripes. cruelly laid on, not 
only with,a patient. mind, but with an exceeding great joy of the 
holy spirit, asthe {pectators could not bug dilcern , and was loos 
fed from the Roft and .was.going toPrifonagain, fome being in- 
wardly, moved withjoy in bebolding the gracious fupport, -which 
the Lord afforded him (.aschiey. have affirmed ) couldqocforbear 
to take him by.she,hand,, for, which thing fake ofthem were 
apprehended &c,fentenced to pay each of chem 4os or els be whipt. 
Let theA Qors themlelyes,and allchat. p:rufe their for cau- 
tions fake confider whether che by which they areled thus 
to a&, be notyery like mato, ifnot she fame which is eo, Revels 
Aéting he fecond the Earth, whichbad 
two horucs like a , yet [pake like a Dragos, and exercifad all 
he power of the firft Beaft that was b fore him,can{ida lively Image 
tobe made untoh m , ant forced the Earth andthem that sheri- 
in, both (malland great, ‘rich and poor. free-andbend Wwarfi bis I= 
mage, and that noman.might buy , or fell fave, tha the 
marke, or the name, or-tbe. number of bis vam, Hereis Wil- 
dom'!. and Jet fach as defice from -their hearts, co) live Godly -ia 
Chrift lefus, and do asreally exped.co jufter with, Chrift. in chis 
prefent evill, World. -astheyide to reign ‘with bim in chat good 
World which yet is to come, Jetfach, 1fay: confider,,and bear Mill 
‘in mind thefe-expreffions Reveli 13. 19- He that - 
tivity [ball goimte Me that killath wisbrhe word be 
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| (34) 
Rev. tae 4 they overcame bins by the blond of the Lam, 
and by the Werd of their Teftiasony, and they loved wet their lives ane 
the death. | 
Rev. 6.9,10, 11. 2 few wnder the the Senis of thom that 
Were flainfor the word of God, and for the which belds 
And they cryed w th a lend voice faying , bow long holy and true wilt 
thom wor judge and avenge our bleed on them that dwel rhe Earth, 


Rev. 20.4. «4d I faw the Souts of them that were beheaded for 
the Witne[s of le'ns , and for the Word of God, and which bad not 
Wer hipcd the Beaft, neith-r his Image, wetther bad received thé 
marke wpen their ferchoads , er in their hands, avd they lived anh 
reigned with Chr: ft a thoufand years. 
And now forafmuch as it was boldly affirmed bya Solicitor for 


 New- England, and tharin the Councefi Chaniber before that ho- 
nourable Committee there affembied im Councelf , that men in 
New Englma might freely injoy their underftandimgs, and ‘Con~ 


feiences, provided they walk civilly 
 fuffered of late , did not faffer for their 


thei, and hae they chat 
niciénces but for fome 
mifdemeanor , thereby endeavouring to poffefs chofe noble brefts 
with that which is falfe'; cherefore think it both for 
the Vindication of truth , and to the end chet fuch worthy perfons 
may not be taken with , or deceived by fuch unworthy reports, 
as to drawn to: countenance perfons thdt walk in a way that they 
are afhamed in and openterms to profes , and acknowledge, 
forthefe ends I fay I think it neceflary to-producé theit Laws, x 
leaft fuck as {peak go'the matter in queftion, whereby chefe two 
things will plainly appear. : 

That they chae noc, or elfe in Confcience eowards 
God cannot conform to their worfhip, or fafpend cle wor- 
fhip ot God as their'Souls are perfwaded; ‘are by the au 
thority of their Lawsto be forced to the.onte,; and-reftrained from 
theother, and charthe Magi nor only jaftfiedin, 
but alfo injoyned'unte , fach a ingagainftthem , although 
the men otherwife walk not only as civilly or foberly as them{cives, 


but alfo right ,and Godly in chis World, ard 
‘2 Although they have Laws thas to proceed to forceall'ro 


worthip,& to reftrain thofe that differ chem , from that wor- 
fhip co which their Soulsare perfwaded,’ yet im our 


| 
| 


without Law aioft ch thei 
hele their own Lawes 


| | (33) 
fo far rted with zeal ha did , 
tran{po unto us, chey did 


Certain Lawes eftabli{bed in the Colony of the Methatutets in : 
New-England, and drawn forth(by conftr aint )to prove thatthe Au- 
thority there «Stablifoed cannet permit men, though of never fo cirill, 
fober and peaceable a Spirit and Life, freely to enjoy their under- 
ftandings and con{eiences por yet to live, or come among them, 

they can dee as they doe, and fay as they [ay or elfe fay nothing, and fe 
may aman live at Rome al/o. 


T is ordered by this Court, and the Authority chereof , 
That no mans life fhall be taken away; no mans honour or good 
name fhall 6¢ ftayned; no mans perion fhail be arrefted, re(train- 
ed,banifhed difmembred nor any weyes punifhed; no man fhall be 
deprived of his wife or children; no mans sor eftates fhall be. 
taken away from him; nor any wayes indamaged under colour of 
Law or countenance of Authoritie, unieffe it be by vertue,or equity 
of fome py, shen Law of the Country warranting the fame, eftabli- 
fhed by a General Court,and fufficiently publifhed; or in cafe of the 
defe& of a Law in amy particular cafe,by the word of Ged. And in 


capitall cafes, or in cales concerning difmembring, or banifhment, 
according co that word to be judged by the Genera! Court. fee p.1. 
of Anabapt iff fe 


‘Far the 
eis ordered by this Court and Authority thereof, that if any per- 
fon or perfons within this ferifdiGion fhall either openly condemn 
or oppofe the baptizing of Infantsor goe about fecretly to feduce o- 
thers trom the approbation or ufe thereof, or thal! purpofely depart 
the Congrepacion at the adrainiftration of that Ordinance; or fhaj| 

deny the Ordinance of Magiftracy, or their lawfull right or autho 
rity to make wat,or punith che outward breaches of the firft Table, 
and fhall appear co tbe Court wilfully and obftinately to continue 
therein, after due means of convi@ion, every fuch perion or perfons 
thall be fentenced +o Banifhmenc. fee pag.s- 

A gainft Bis being a capitell rran{gre[sion, 

It is ordered, that tf any perfon within this [uritdiftion,wher her 
Chriftian or Pagan, thal wictingly en wilfingly prefume to BLAS- 
PHEME the bely Name of ot Holy-G 
| 2 | ire 
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| dire& expreffe, prefumptuous, or bigh-banided blafphemy, either by 
-wilfull or obftinate denying the true God, or his Creation, or Go- 
yernment of the world: or fhall curfe God in like-manner, -or re- 
proach the holy Religion of God, as ifit were but a politick de- 
vice to keep ignorant men in awe; or fhall utter any other kind of 
Blafphemy of the like natute and degree, they fthall be put co 
death. Lev. 24. 15,16. Seep.s. 
| 1 oraife money fo Publick, charges in Church and CommonWealth, 
It is ordered by this Court, and che Authority thereof that ev 
Inhabitant thal henceforth contribute to all charges both inChurc 
& Comonwealth whereot he doth or may receive benefit : and eve-/-~ 
rh ry fuch Inhabitant who fhal not voluntarily contribute proportio- 
_nably to bis ability with theFreemen of the {ameTown toall cOmon 
— charges, both Civil and Ecclefiaflical, fhall be compelied thereto by 
affefiment and tu be levyed by the Conftable or other Off - 
cer of the Town asin other cafes; and.that the lands and eftates of 
all men ( wherever they dwell) fhall be rated for all Town charges 
both Civil and Ecclefiaftial as a‘orefaid, where the landsand eftates 
fhall lye : their perfons where they dwell. See p. 9. 
Lawes Ecclefiafticall. | 
1 Ail the people of God within this JurifdiGion , who are not 
ina Church way, and be orthodox in judgement, and not (canda- 
lous in life,fhall have full liberty to gather themfelves into aChurch 
eftate, provided they doe it ina Chriftian way, with due obtervati- 
on tothe rules of Chrift revealed in his word. Provided alfothat 
the General Court doth not, nor will hereafter approve of any fuch 
companies of men as fhall. joynin any Saeendad way of Church 
unle(s they thall acquaint che Magiftrates and che 
ders of the neighbour ‘Churches where they intend to-joya, and 
hive their approbation therein: od) 
2 And it is further ordered, that no perfon being a member of any 
Church which thal! be gathered ‘without the approbation of the 
Magiftrates and the faid Pieeches, fhall be admitted to the Free- 
dom of this Common: wealth. 


3 Every Church hath al.o free liberty to excercife all the Ord 
nances of God according to the rules of the Scrip ure. . 

* 4 Every Church hath free liberty of ele@ion and ordination of 

~ all her Officers from time to time. Provided they be able, pious and 

orthodox. Now the queftion is who thall judge of thefe words of 


reftraine, Chriftian way, rules of the Scripture, word of God, able 
and erthodox. That 


“ 


| 

{ 

| 


13 That ifany Chriftian (fo called) within this Turifdt@ion thalt 
contemptuoufly behave himfelf toward the Word preached, or the 
Meffengers thereof called to dMpenf the fameiin any Congregati- 
on; when he doth faith‘ully execute his. Service & Office therein, ac- 
cording to the willand word of God either by interrupting: him in 
his preaching, or by charging him falfely with any errour which he 
hath not taught in the open face of the Church : or like a fon of Ko- 
rah cat upon his true doctrine or himfelfany reproach to the dif- 
honour of the Lord Iefus who hatch fenthim, and to the difparage- 
ment of that his holy Ordinance,and making Gods wayes contemp- 
tible and ridiculous: that every fuch perfonor perfons. ( whatfoc- 
- yer cenfure the Church may paffe) thall for che firft fcandal be con- 
vented and reproved Openly by the Magiftrate at fome Le@ture, and 
bound co their good behaviour. And ifa fecond time they break | 
forth into the like contemptuous carriages, they thall either pay 
five pounds ro the publick Treafurie ; or ftand two hours openly 
upon a block or ftool, four foot high, on a leQure day, with a Pa- 
fixed on his breft, written in Capirall lercers [ ANOPEN AND 
OBSTIN ATE CONTEMNER OF GODS HOLY ORDINAN- 
CES |] chatothers may fear and be afhamed of breakin 
the like wickednefs. | rY | 
4 Itis ordered and decreed by this Court and Authority there- 
of, That wherefoever the miniftry of the word is eftablifhed ac- 
cording to the order of the Gofpell throughout this lurisdictien, 
every perfon thall: duely refortand attend thereunto reipecively 
upon the Lords dayes, and upon fuch publick Faft-days, and dayes 
ot Thank({giving as are to be generally Kept by the appointment of 
Authority : a if any perfon within chis lurifdiction fhall wicthouc 
jut and'neceffary ‘caufe withdraw himfelf from hearing the publick 
miniftry of che word, after due means of conviction ufed , he fhall 
forfeit. for his abfence from publick meeting 5 fhillings. 
All fach offences to be heard and determined by any one Magiltrate | 
ermorefromtime totimes 
is It is ordered by this Court, That the civil Authoritie here efta- 
blifhed hath power and liberty to fee the peace, ordinances and 
rules of Chrift co be obferved in every Church according to his 
word. Asalfo todeal with any church-memberin a way of civil 
juftice notwithftanding any church relation, office, or interelt; fo it 
be done ina civiland not in an ecclefiaftical way. Nor fhall any 


church cenfure degrade or depote any man from any civil dignity, 
G3 | office 


g out into 
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(38 
Itis ordered, that from henceforth all lands , cattle, and other 
eftates of any kind whatfoever, fhali be lyableto be rated to all 
common char3es whatfoever, either for che Church, Town or Co- 
mon-wealth ia the fame place where the cltate is fromtime to 


ume. fee 18, 19, 200 
Herefies 
power be Lordever the Faith and Confciences 


onftrainthemte bcleeve or profels 
again(t thew : yet becaufe [uch as bring in damnable 
erefies, cending tothe [ubverfienof the Chriftian Faith, and de- 
 firubtion af the foules of men, ought duly to be reftrained from [uch 
moterious émspiety, it is therefore ordered and decreed by ibis 
That ifany Chriftien within this thall go’ about 


to fubvert. and deftroy the chriftian Faith and Religion, by broach. 


ing or maintaining any damnable herefie ; as denying theimmor- 
ity of che Soul, or the refurrection of the body, or any fin co be 
reperced of in the Re ,or any evil done by the outward 
man to be accounted fia: or denying that Chrift gave himfelf a 


Ranfom for our fins , or fhall affirm that we are noc jaftified by 


bis Death and Righteoufnetle, but by the perfection of our own 
works ; or fhall deny the morality of the fourth comanadement , oF 
every perion continuing obit erein; aiter 
means of conviction, fhall be tentenced to Banifhment. fre 


24 
Difterviug of Churches« 

It is ordered and decreed by this Court,and cheAuthority thereof, 

That if any whether ia Church ipornmot , fhall 


abourto d or difturb che orders & peace of theChurches ef 
blithed in this lurifdiGion by open renouncing cheirChurch, Eftete, 
or their Miniftry, or other ordinances difpenced in them, either 
upon pretence that the Churches were nor planted by any new Ar 
ot chat ordinances are for caraell Chriftians, or babes in 

t, and not for or iltuminated 


ca like grounded conceit every n,who fhal be 
| cir da of fort the 
timues in chat his obftinacy. 
Tow 


17) 
tnd man aten with above forty 
Fattac one time: Nor fhall any be 
except he have not otherwife co aniwer the Law, wnleffe hig crime 
be very thamtefutl, his courte of fife vicious & 


— 


The Teffimony of John Clarke, Obediah Holmes , 
and Crandall, ?rifoatrs ar Bottou New-Eny: 
lati, she and of the Gafpe? of Chi 
the Lord, as the was laid down ta four Concla);- 
dad proffered to be openly aud publikly defénde | agatn{t 
all gatn-fayers 5. when none would come forth thus to 
now agasn by he aforef{asd John C lake reviewed, par- 
ticularly, and firitilpexamined by the Werd of God, and © 
Teftitbony of Tefus; and shereby,( as ts bere dt barge to be 
confirmed ard juftifyed. 


The firft Concfufion. 


[ tbat I¢fas of Nazareth , whem God bath raifed from 
dead, ix bath and Chrift J you itity fet this 
mony cleatly, and plencifally witneffed and confirmed by cite Scrip- 
cares of Truth ; for Firft, chat God raifed’ bin from thedead,ap- 
pears by the | of rz chofen Witneffes, 2. 44. 34. This 
Jefus, fay Hey, hath God raifed'tip, whereof we are Witnelles ; fo 
a\fo chap. 3, r5. And he was feden of above 466 
Brechren at Once being faithfalt Withefles, Chifdcen thar will not 
ie, feer And of ail’ he was feett of Pas, whot'hée 
ferit to the Geiitilés, fee 1 Cor. 15.8. 12.18. 2t.. And his is 
layd by as the foundation of the Hope of che of Go 
that they fhalfbe raifed, and thaiffitace id that glory thae midl 
then be revealed’; yeu it is thar word of Truth(as Pa er witneffech 
by which the Pather of metcies doth apain bepet frch as had finn 
& fain fhort’of the glory éf God, & were without hopé,unto a live- 
ly hope’of tie glory of God, in’'an’ incorruptible atid 


undefiled, chat dot away, anid is referv 


; 
4 


\ 
£40) | 
feet Pet 1.3.4. And in the fecond ery » that God hath made 
t 


this lefus whom he hath raifed fromthe dead,both Lord andChrift, 
fee it alfo confiemed Ads the 2d, the 36. 10. 2 Cor, 4. 95 

his fay is the Chrift, in Englith, the AnointedOne, 
bith aneme above every name | that he ts not onely faid to be 

a Chrift and an Anointed one, which, alchough it bea name of 
eminency among men, yet may there be (ound many, both. before 
the time of Returmation, and fince, upon whom this worthy name 
of Chrift, or Anointed one may be worthily called, ag were thofe 
names of eminency among the //rae/ of old, as King , Prielt, and 
Prophet, and fuch as being wafhed inthe blood of the Lamb. are 
alfo Anointed, and made Kings and Prieftsunto God, and Pro. 
phetsto men c mpare the 2 Cor. 1.21. 1 2. 27. with Rv. 5. 
#0. 19.10. I fay heis notonely a Chrift, chat he might ap- 
pear in this eminent nime to have the preheminence , he is called 
the Clwift, fee 8. 298 6s 69.20. 31. which in 
English is the Anointed one, as will appear, 1 lo:41. We have 
found, faith Andrew to Simon, the Afefias, being the H.bs¢iv 
word, which being interpreted into the Greck Language, is, 
iyesie, orthe Chrift, butrencered in Emgdifh as inthe margent, 
is the Anointed, and hence he is called in the 9 Lxk. 20. the Chrift 
of God, or in more plete Eng liih, the Anointed of God, fuitableto, 
this are fuch expreflions of che {pirit of God, in the Scriprures of 
truth, asthefe ; Fim hath God / nointed, and chat with the.oyl 


of gladneffe above his fellowes, fee 4:27 10. 38..9 


And chat he hach a name above every name doth evidently appear; 
for it pleafed the Father chat in him fhould ajl.fulneffe dwell, yea, 
all che fulneffe of che God-head bodily, thar in all things, or_asit 
is in che Margent; among all, he might have the preeminence, fee 
Coll, 16 18,19- 2.9 10 Pbi. 3.9. Wherefore ( aith the Apoftle) 
God hath alfo highly exalted him,and given him a nathe.above eve- 
ry name, he hath ar ame above the Anointed, Kings, Priefts ; and 


Prophets of old, they being but types and fl adowes of him, and 


yet were the highelt names in //racd.. whichawasa Family chat had 
a name above all the Families of the Earth; and fo a name above 
all the names on the Farth: and. yet chis isnot all, for he hath.a 
name above all Principality, and power, and might, and domini- 
on, and every name that is named, not in this atl only, but alfo in 


that which is is tocome, Ephe. 1.20521, 22+ Phi. 2 10, IIs Ca 
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[ He isthe Ancinted Pricft ; none to, or With bin in point’ of ae 
tenement | That he is the :Anointed Prieft, compare Hib. 3° te 
with 1, 9.and there {hall we fee the Spirit of God, calling him an 
High-Prieft, who)was of Ged anointed with the oy! of pladneffe 
above his fellowes, which:cannot but be underftood of his fellow-— 
‘Priefts, either fuch as were ordained of old, before the time of Re. 
formation, and fo weret or fhadowes of him|, or elfe of fuch 
as were fince by him made Priefts unto God, and fo received of the 
fulnefs of that bis oyntment:Now that there is none to him in point 
of atconement, willcafily be made manifett, if thefe three things 
be confidered.; 1 The nature of the attonement itfelf. 2 The 
weakneffe or infufficiency of all other Priefts, whether ordained, or 
made to perform iuch.a work. And laftly , the fofficiency of this 
High Prieft co make a perfect atconement for all chofe chat cometo 
_ Touching the nature of the attonement, it is not amiffe to confi- 
der, that, what was by this word attonement.¢ under the firft 
Teftament, while that Priefthood ftood, hath been fince under the 
adminiftration of the laft Teftament,that is eitablifhed upon better 
promifes than that, been :expreft more frequently by the word Re- 
conciliation, and therefore the word that in rhe 5 Rom. 11. is rene 
dered attonement;, is ima inall other places 
Reconciliation ; does 
pre an eftrangednefle, or enmity rather, between two par- 
ties, and ifthe parti there might be- 
found aman to mediate; but the enmity lies not fo much een 
‘man and man, or between sien, and Angels, good or bad, but be- 
tween God and man,the Creator and the creature, and who is he 
in Heaven, or ia Barth, chat: daréinterpole, or'ftepin co make a re- 
conciliationdbetween thefe two ? yea, whocan efie® it efpecially 
if we confider that the enmity on the creatures part is rooted in his 
mind, and: cannot be eradicated ( 1 had almoft fayd, and yet I 
think I thal} not need to retraa. i) by the of 
God ‘himfelfe. ftretehe. forth im his wrath , his mind! ftillre- 
maining, as indeed doth notably ippeer out of the mouth of 
the Lord. himfelf, by the hand of his. Prophet J/ay, $7»'16,17- 
For the iniquity of his covetovfneffe, was 1. wroth, and fmote 
him ; I hid me,.and wroth , and he went on frowardly in 


the way of his. heart. .So fee. it confirmed alfo im Rev. 9. 
23. when the wrath with! an excee- 


ding 
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Of theie pains, their: forges, land! re 
dedsj:to give /himigldrys anduf shehwrath eof God does it- 


ofibife an Glory to, 


by réafonoe 


wer wilh beatre fine Phat 


(42) 
ding \gredt ‘Plague’, then fhail you \ind men‘ -blafpheming the 
name of God.,; who hath: ‘power. over Plagues, beeavfe: 


repéhred not: of theic! 
how lunkke te oche wrath man to effect ic 29 But 


théw the greatneffe-of the work of Reconcitiation ‘as’ it lies 


mans part; for ashe hath not an alienation only, bur an 


hismind, fovishe apt upon all: occafions'co-the utmoft of 


his power'¢o manifeft che fame wicked ‘provoking oworkes 
againft che of Heaven, fo what detsbu God: be 
mahifelted:ini the flefhyor any ‘brightsbeam his. ptory “break 
forth, and fhine through moretall ‘flefhy prefeariy the 


ewes, and Gentiles, chovgh otherwite full ofienmity one ‘a 


egaintt, an) other, concurre; , Hered and Pilate thal 
now be made friends,. and fhall agree to Orucifiethé*Lord 
pour terch the precious Blood ‘of God, 
find tread Sonne of God count the 
blood of chat Coveriant as an unholy thins» So that from 
hence we imay conclude, That ‘as he thac hatech his Brothet 
in’his heart ibe: to murther omsh,’-fo he that 
eeth God .im ‘his ‘heart may ita) fenfe vo murder 
God. Now as mans part: eltere appears fueh enmity inhi 
mifdy fuch io duet ‘backward 
(as, anghtvthew,) it him: accept of any the 
Goipellntermes of Reconciliation’) whereby work ‘appéeats 
to be ‘So if -we confider it on Gods ft “chat the 
wrath ob God revealed’ from apainit all 
nit fie , and ait-unti dire ofiche “Med, 
ead that ho pone forth arid icantior! be Th 
therday that théty ithereo f. -dhate firey de; 
the Soul chat finnethiethall dye; “wand Gutfed every One 
that contidueth ‘hut things chat aredwritten’ in the Law 
he’ wilt aor 
-fands Ram, or Yer: with en 
therefore if the queftion be “asked WhO % ‘worthy, 
‘Or who “is able to ftand between God ‘Man, td initke 
‘tontment, to flay therentticy, make! peice? The anf 
shan (dhat’ , ‘rio nor 
Angel) 


| 

i 

| 


Aagel Jin Heaven, norin. Bergh sor undep wot- 
thy, or able to undertake this great work, aomopinthar fenleto 
look thereon; And cherefore in the fecond place-all. other: Priefts 
will be found infufiicient ; tor as for the and al! that 
belonged to them, as Veltures, Veffels, Aleats) Temple: and all 
hac was officiated by chem, as Sacrifices; Attonements, Oh- 


fecrated 


igtions, ngs, taney were [Op iW accom lifth. this ‘work, 
for they were not.ableto make him thac did the ‘fervice): as 
to the Conicieace; but nought their fins co iremem- 
brance, in itead of blotting them aut, fo 4s co remember them no 
more, and were indeed but meer fthadowes of good: things to 
come, which that beleeved in their eye, and iaw a 
farre off, fee 7: 18, and as for 
others shat ar¢, made Priefts unyo, God, they doe but reeeivejof 
his fulaedle and. wall readily. acknowledge with that | 
through the Law they are dead) to the Law) fo as by their 
own works (which now appears to be but ¢li- 
ftering wickednefle, and no other than fruits of that enmity 
was. in chéir, minds, by shem I fy) notte expedtto maketheir 
Own peace with God; and istrue they have liberoy to 
enter, into the bythe blood at'tefus, and new 
and living way Which he hath confecrated for them ; and although 
they may draw aeer unto the holy Ged with atruc heart, and’full 
affurance of Faich, yer shey have their hearts tpsinkled with 
his bigad from ap. syill confciense, and their bodies wathed with 
pure water; and, although being ia the hely prefencevof God , 
they ghe Prighs, of offer ap prayers with. firong 
cryes for themfelves, and ochexs,yet muftthey benfferedapon the 
golden Altar. that.is before the Thren@, and mult be mingled, 
and perfumed with {week ingenfe.ont of the golden cerier 
in this poinr, fu of al fe fhadowes, and 
in reference to the workof asosement, dot 
beth on part and mans; for 
in <hereof is .ap apt 
Or De Js, 


Heb. 1, 3- 


8. 


Hicb. 8.6, 


bis 


‘fo thar 
fan@ified , fo that chere is no more need of offering for fin, fee Heb. 


places made withhands, but into Heaven, to appear 


_ God. for thofe that beleeve through him, and not with the 
of others, but with his own blosd: whereby their 


And iow that there i isnone wich him in that 


 fecrated with an oath for that purpofe for® ever, 


romp. with by the eternal {pirit of God of. 
fered up him/elf wichout trait to God his Buther,the juft for the unjuf, 
by one off.ring, he hath confecrated for ever them thet are 


comp. wich 4.0: 1g. 1%. and is now entred, not into the Hoy 
in the fight of 
100d 


purged from dead works to ferve the trae and the livi 


‘Heb 9. 26.14 yea, and there remaineth , and is at 
right hand of che throne of the Majefly in the higheft, being the me. 
amediator of that better covenant, even that which is 


ablithed 
‘upon the beft, and abfolute free promifes, which are to pardon their 


‘enmity, and iniqnity, and to remember their fin ho more, te writchis 


Lawes in cheir hearts, and to be to them a God, and to undercake 
-that they fhall be to hie a people ; fochat as God was in Chiift 
reconciling the world to himfelf , not imputing their trefpafics un- 
‘to them; fo in the miniftry of reconciliation ‘Chrift' is by bis 


Spirit. in man fhedding che love of God in his heart," ind 


thereby flayiag his aia, by which means ‘he is reconciled to Goi: 
fo that whom he bieffeth , being the Prieft and’ Cxptain ‘of 
our falvation , fhall be blefied indeed , fee A@s 3,°26, By sll 


which it doth appear co be a truth, chat chiete 4 is none to him in poine 


of attonement to make reconciliation between God and ‘Mn. 
eat work neither 


» hor fervice, is ‘alfo as evident.’ Ged 
ned: him alone in chat bofineffe, that no Fieth might glory 
prefence, fee ABs 4. 11 Tim Colloff- 1. 20. 
Corse t. 29: And Pasl tels the Galatians who were about to 
joyn circumcision, and {o.works with Cheift in this point of 


acceptance 
‘with God, cae then Chit thou oe profi thet and chat they were 
-faln from grace, forGul. 


nil 2, 


[ie Prophet none ‘tobi i of Inf 


Thic:he is the Anciannd , Or a Prophet A Anointed with the 
‘and a Teacher immedi- 


ately fent ftomGod from Heaven , fee shat 17. Take 34.19. Heb. 
1.9. feb: 3.2. 


26.28. 


Ad thar there is 00 Propher to him ,wilf evidently apa forall 


Facher bath de- 


| 
| 


Bare: 
the ether of bear witnets'to him, or A&.1>.43 
were types of bim, yea Afo/es and chofe two great Prophets, 45. 
lay themfelves low that he be exalted; wherefore Denr. 18. 15. 
1 ( faith che Lord by the hand of Afo/es) will raife them up a Pros 
t from among ther Brethren like ucto thee, and will put my 

words in.his mouth, & he fhall (peak unto'them all that Ithailcom-) 
mand bim , and ic fhalt comeco pats; that. whofoever wilbnot hear. 
ken unto my words which he (hati {peak in my name; willrequire 
itof him. /eh. 3. 30,31. He muftincreafe (faith Jobe the Bap- 
‘rift , who came in che fpirit of Elias, and was, faith Chrift, more 
than a Prophet , fo chat among chofe chat were borne of Women be- ge ‘7s 
fore him there was moc agreater) and I muft decreafe; he chat 11. 
cometh fromi above faith isabove all, he chatss of the Earths ,12, 13, 
ts Earthly , and fpeakechof the Earth, he chat cometh from Heaven "4. ) 
is above all 5 and what he bath feen and heard, that he ceftifieth, and 
no man receiveth his Teftimony ; hethat hach received his Teitimo- 
ny hach fet to his feal that God is true , for he whom God hath fence 
fpeaketh che words of God , for God giveth: not the Spirit: by mea- 

{ure unto him ;) and as thefe great Prophets thus witnefsro Chrift , 

fo the voice that isheard from Heaven by James, Cepbas, and 
John, do confirm their teftimony , that there is no Prophet co him, fer 
when the Mount, AZofes and Elias appeared taikiog with . 
Chrift , and Peter would have three Tents or Tabernacles, one 
for Chrift , one for AZofes , and another for Eas , that fo no:doube 
at fome times, and in fomecales, he mightibe heaskning to them , 
immediatalp upon the motion, and as an evident manifeftation of a 
diflikethereof, they both vanifhed, and aclond overfhadow'd them 

all, and Chrift being the Prophet only remaining , there comes: a 
‘ voice out of che clond which faid, [his is my wel-belovedSon in whom 

Jam well picafed, hear ye him; A/at. 17.5;6, 7. now chat 
there is noneto him in point of inftruétion , willalfo appear with 
pect both to the macterand efficacy. 1 Borthe matter of inftrutti- 
on, he chat cometh from above being alfo.in che bofome of ‘che 'Fa- 
ther, muft needs be above all is his matter of inftraction , for whac 
be hath heard and feen inthe Fathers bofome , that he Tcftifies, 

the very words of God , yea deciareth and maketh koown 
himfelf , being the bri breaking-forth of the Fathers glory , 


qhich was chat which Adefes., that great Prophet did fo mach defire 
to behold; and could not obtain it ; and hence ir is , that ix is faid his 
hearers were aftonifhed at concluded no 


4 
4 
‘ 
> 


. World, fee 24 Luke 45. 1 Corinthians 1. 26, 27. lobm 


fpake thisman., ard thé bett of chem ktiew not whether to go to) 


14 bereet thethfelvesg forafmioch as he'had the Words;of eternal! hfe , yea 


and that holy Spirit of promife which the Saints were and ftill: are ro! 
recetse , was but toglorific him, torake of him and his Words, and to 


Shew untothennthe rreafures of Jightand life , and refvethment that 


is concainedt chereinslee for the proof ofall this,t 8, Ja 3. 
325 34-Hebs Exes 33.18; 27s Mats 9028.10. 7. 46, 616%) 
14. 2608C 16512, 13,14. And ‘as: forexcellency matter, 
fo fur efficacy and powerfull inftracting ,thereis naneto Kim im point: 
of inftru€tion , for he icisin whofe hand isthe Key of David, and* 
heopeneth the heart to underftand the feriprures; and to thew a 
lively experiment of bis powerfull inftrnéting , whemhe was here upe! 
on Earth, he pait by the wife and learned Rabbies, and called the illnes 
rateand 2nd. to chisday doth: :choofe pot maty 
wile, nor many icarned , but the poot foolith ‘and. defpiled ones; 
that ss a.teacher he may fhew his abilities, thereby giving une 
deifanding to the fimple , {peaking words of light and ‘life, 


andefpiric thems: and by them to confound the wife), and 


learned; and mighty 5 yea he indeed is the light of the Gentiles which 
face (and ftill great: meafire fic ) in: darknefs, andis thar 
true light that enlightneth every one. thae cometh into thé | 


63. 47 1. And ashe was the Prophet , 
opening his Fathers Bofome , and fhewing the things chac were 
pait.and> prefent the things al that were cocome ; he tells 
chem) how many things he. muft fuffer of the Eldess,! and Chief 
Prieits,, and Scribes , and be killed , andwatfed apnin the third 


day , and therein forefheweth his Office of Priefthond 5 he al. 
fo foretells: how aftervhe is rifen Lord he will (et his 
order’, and.fo .depart. co! his Father to -rective “his 
the 
end 


portion at 
ion , which is 
Chapter :t. 
fcom ‘x, Chapr, 


Spirit in point of both for excel 


dency of: matetr , ‘and efficacy x well: wah 


‘Prophe, or: Teacher 


| 
| his rezutn, the book Of ‘the Reved 
furrounded with fbicflings ¢o that ‘readeth 

| and so him thar addeth to’ it , or taketh 

Jaft 18.19. Wherefore feemg there ss 

| to Chrift and ‘his 

| 


(47) 


Chriftisns to be {till eleaving clofe to this: et and conclut 
ding with the Diteiples char ficht traftedin bim , Whither fhali we gc, 
thon hattethe fof “Bie to ‘proceed, he js 
he King wha ts “gene bis Father + far bis 
K ingdom , and erelong retarn again Thor: 
of N ztreah isthe Anomeed Kind cottld not hid in the day of 
hishumiliation , as appears Lake 23.2,3.& Chapter ro 38. ‘The 
 ‘Mijetty efa King did 10 appear m’chit and meek ‘form, awhile 
Affe? thie if che ‘multitude “of ‘thé Difciptes bad 
not confer tim. but’ had Held their ~ace the ftones would Cty ou 
and thetrhils "word had a pow like the ‘word’'of’ 
Men Devils the winds and’Seas fo he fpeiks 
but theaverd and che blitid fee, the fame -wa'k , the deaf hear’, che 
dumb {peak , the deatPare railed , the Devills arecaft ont jthe poor. 
receive che G ofp He ts at the weakelt; then is Pilar? fore’d 


to coafefs King Gf the Iews,‘and'to propggite this 
ore evident  fince lhe Was. railed “and at thé hand 


of the Father at lealt ‘in the heatts: and Yives ‘of “his ‘Servatits , 
powring forth thac Spirit or oyntment received’, 335 34, 359 1 
So. that the Kings OF //Pael were'bat his types, atid’ the 
of the bit his Swordsbearets for he’is OF 
Kings lively fhall this crath be made manifeft , 


thal PBecome his Foot (too) and “he eft itideed inthe 
word Of a King’ command che Birch'and: che S24 ive 

For ‘his King ly’ aid ‘#s «thie ream of 

dn the Farth , fureicis , «that whe thy #s 


form ofa King ‘with’ Ads “of his" Saints, “add 
times teh'thoufand of the héavenif'H rifts, ‘and Mhillin the: 

thofe orKingdoms of tata which fh conte vo"ps 

tthe God of Heaven will fet Kingdom by that.defpifed yet 


* 

” 


| ner-ftone that was cut out without hands, Dan. 2. 44. 45. 
That sbis Sus is the Lord, nonetoor with im: 
cc, That he is the Lord , appears 4:5. We preach Chuift 
| lefus-che Lord, faith Pas!, and Acts 10. 36. faith Peter, heis Lord 
| ofall; and hence. it is that he iscalled Lord of Lords. rev. 
_ And chat there is noneto him by way of commanding and orde. 
ing with reipeg’ cathe worfhip of God, the houfehold of Faith, 
will evidently appear if che nature of the houfehold of Faich,the wor. “ 
fhip of God, and the commanding and ordering power, chat {uits 
therewith, be confidered with refpect untohim,For the nature of che 
Eph, 1. 1. Noufehold ot Faith they area company of Faithfull ones, chat are 
Col. 1. 2. bought with the price of his blood , koit cogether in one py Spi- 
1 Cor. 6. rit, founded wholly upon him(elt, buile up by him co be a holy 
Co, habitation of God, not in the leaft meafure to be defi. 
Col, a rg it isthatthey are ftull with cheir ey fixe upon him whom. they. loo 
upon be as lithe finifher as che of, their. faich , ftill in 
21,23, their hearts salle tear bork bought them, and faying , Lord 
Cor.3. ‘whit wilt thou have meto doe , and ({tiliflanding upon cheit watch 
to. harken what this Lord will {peak , for the voice of a.ftranger 
A@s o. 6. they @illnothear; fo chat by this it evidently appears ,. that chere 
| Pi. 85, this houfehold of Fash by 
To, 10, ok onaecna not yet freedom in it by way of con ing, as hat 
or in that true the Father of {pirics 
| ill as evidently appear, that chere is none to him by way of comman- 
ding and ordering in this mattcr , who is the only begotten of the 
}, the true way 9 406 are 
she feekes for ; who as a over - his 
heuie his departure gave order thereto, commanded his 
holy Spi of Promife, w the truc wor 
fhippers (hall be led trom truth to truth, untill 
into all cruch. And ifthe natare of the commanding and 


| 
isnota law.of a carnall commardment feconded. with carnall weapons, 
oranarmotfiefh: buta fpirituall law, or as che Apoftle calsit Aom, 
8, alaw of theSpirst of life from Chrift Jefe ,{poken unto, of rather 
written in the heart of a. Chriftian by che) Spirit of Chrift, by reafon 
whereof he obcyes from the heart, readily, willingly and cheerfol thac 
formof dofirine which is engravea ‘and laid u in, Leb. 8. to. 
2 Cor. 343+ Rows, 6.17. Itchis I fay be confidered,, chat the worfhip 
is {pirituall, fuch as mult begia in, {pring up,and rife from the heart. and 
the {pirit , and lo be disected to the Father of {pirits , and fo the com- 
manding power that fuits herewith, mvft {peak to the heart and fpirit of 
a man, tan is there no Lord in this matter to Chrift Jefus the Lord, who 
{peaks to the heart in the Spirit, and his words are as comngands from the 
head to the members, which conveigh together - fpirtt and life co obey 
tiem, by reafon « f which his commands are not grievous, for where the 
Spirit of this Lord is, there is liberty, and they by beholding the glory of 
the Lord, are rransformed into the fame Image, from glory unto glory, by 
the Spirit of the Lord, 2Cor. 3. 27, 18). 
_ And that there is nove with bim, be.is the onely Lord, and law-giver 
of this {pirituall building, and fo of the fpirits in this fenfe, appears by 
{uch feripmures as lay, One is your Lord and law-givery James 4,12. 
Ephef.4. “Mat. 23. 8. 10, and byfuch as fay, ye are bonghe 
wi'ha price, be Je ercfore the [ervants of men, and the A cs 
that had greater authority in this point than any men aie yet they ace 
knowledge they had.not Dominion over, mens faith, and therefore. de- 
clare thisto be the expreis mind.of God,.that the fervams of this. Lord 
mult not ftrive ( as if they were Lords ) but be:patient, in mecknefs in- 
ftruSting thofe that oppole themfelves, or asthe word imports, that fet 
themfelves by covenant in cppofition to thatlivin Lord,. . And where- 
as it is declared in the seftimpny,; that this houfhold of faith was purcha- 
fed by his blood as Prieft,. in@ructed and nourifhed by his Spirit as Pro, 
phet, this will all evidently appear to be ¢ 20. 23. 
16, from the.7..tothe 16, Cor. 2. 9,10, 12. Rom. 8, John 
I. 2. 26, 27. .Rev. 2 Thef, 14,15. Cor, 11. 
2..and:1..7, And {ois thefirt part of the ceftimony by the word of 
God confirmed and juttified, | of 
[1 teffifie that, Baptifm or dipping in wateris ont of the, come - 
mands of this Lard Chrift. Jefus is 
Way of dippi das it wete owning, overw 1g » OF 


A 
‘ 


< 

" 
. 


in Watet nd by sprinkling “with water, appeatsimaly 
$n that althoueh 


- fnto the 


| there be frequent mention made of that ap- 


“vet exptefied by the'word tharmay be rendred tantifin, or fprinkling, bur 


by the: word that is rendred baptiim, di 
““2-In that the word ‘by which it is fo 


ing. 
equently 


per Enolifh fighify to dip , to plung underwater, andas it were to. 


drown,but yet fo as with fafecy, fothat the party(as to the manner) ma 
be drowned again, and again ; fee che inftance of Naamay , he di 
Himfelf feven timesin Fordar, 2 Kings 5 14, and to this teafe 
word (at leaftin that place both the Greck.; Latme, aad 
“3. In that the phrafe (in which there is mention made of fuch an 
appointment of Chrift) doth neceffarily import ftich a thing, and there- 
fore when mention.is made of baptizing, there generally followeth that 
word the prepofition ( $y ) which is commonly tranflated in, or into, 
which fuits with dipping, and not the prepofition ( guy’) which fignihies 
With, and to fuirs with {prinkling. And therefore it may be as” well’ 
rendred, I’ baptize you in water, and he fhall baptize you in the holy’ 
Spirit, «Mar, “1. 8. as itis rendred did baptize in the wilder 
nefs :and in the River of Jordim, verfe 4, §. or that Johmwas in the 
Spirit on the Lords day, Rev. 1. to. and they were baptized in the 
cloud and in the Sea, 'Cor: "10. 2. yea itimay'as well be rendred, 
baptize > asicisreridited they were cafting’a fet 
ar, t.16. for the wotds are the fame, and it would be an 
impropertpecch to fay Zohn did bapcife with the wildernefs, and they 


were cafting a net with the fea, 
4 That this appointment of Chriftis by way of dipping, ‘and not 


appears, in that for che reletmblafice, and Hkenets hereunto, 


espaffing ander the Cloud, arid throtely the fea,where 
called a baprifm, t Cer. 10. 2. 
oud, &c. Where ie isnot here ren>’ 


chat were theit Lotds, and commanders their 
enemies , thatfought their deftruction, were'dtowned, le 
they were baptize in thec 


with ch? cloud, ond with the Sea; asimthe other place,’ 


8. with Water, Becatifeir fliits with ff inkling; although the word 
the-fame:; “but in the loud, and in Sea, “which {aits with dipping, 
cr 


> is It nite 


oroverwhelming, and fo with che a 


through midit of the red or bloudy Seaon dry land, which 


both {ides as a wall) and being under the Cloud; were as men’ in a car- 


ei¢ overwhelmed and drowned dnd yet truly faved, and fafe from 
but®by 


their enemies, 
_ §» That chi appointment: of Chrift was hot by ‘fptinklin; 
dipping, or pusting the perfon into or under'the water, appears by PAi- 
fips baptizing the Exnuch,. Ic is faid, They went both down ind the wa- 
ser, both Philip the baptizer, and che Exnuch thar was! the perfonto 
beybaptized, and being therein the water, PAslip baptized, or di 


is faid ag they deicended, ‘or went down into the water, {0 they afcend- 

ed; of fee 8, 38, 39. 

3. 16. mark.the when he w as baptized, went up 

frranway out of the water, therefore had he been down m the water, 

6. That this appointment of hrift was not by fprinkling, but’ by 

dipping,or as it were a dsowning, sin that Zohn the Bapdzer, his 
Sp 


work being to baptize,’ remains in the wildernefs tiver of Jordan, 
andafterward ine yand thé reafon chavis re the Spiric of 
Godiwhy there be abode, was’, there was much water there , 
which need not have been, if could have been performed 
byfprinkling, and not bydipping, See Lake 3, 25 3. 
Ehat thisappointment of Chrift was not ‘to be 
fprinkling, but by diping, &c, appears from the nature of the 


nance it lelf, forit isfuctran ‘ordinance 4s wh the 'perfon that ‘fub-— | 


miteeth thereto, doth'vi pat on Chrift Iefustie Lordy and ishereby 
vifibly planted into his death, holding forch thetein lively frmilitude, 
and likenefsunto hisdeath ; wherebyonclyth faith he now pro- 
feffech be hath efcaped death, andisin hope to obtain life, and peace 


everlafting, andfo to havetellowfhip with: bim in his'death,.as to be’ 


dead with him, to reckon himfelf to be dead indeed unto 
fins Sachamt,. the law, and the curfé, See Gish 3. 27, Rom, '8. 2, 3: 
5: 7, 8 1t..1Cor. x5. 29. But the planting of a perfoty ito the 
liknefs of death is no waies refembled by fprinkling; bur by dipping it 
islively fet forth:anddemonftrated, therefore, 
~Thisappointment of Chait; is an ordinance where~— 
by the perforthar fubmitresh thereto, hereby vifibly and cleerly 
femble the buriall of Chrift, and his being buried with him , 
I3 


him in that water, as fohnidid in the river of Jorddny and thenit 


e 
ppointmnent of Chrilt ue 
‘tsa 
| 
« 


(52) 
sefpect of the old man, the former lults ard converfation, like the F £7 f= 
tiams, to be taken out of the way, and een no more. See Romans 6.4, 6, 
“Col, 2. 12. But.priakling doth no way lively relemble the buriall of 

or the perfons being buried with him, as dippingdoth ; there. 
ore. 

9, This appointment of Chrift, /c/, Baptifm, is an ordinance ee 
the perion that fubmicteth thereto, doth vilibly , and lively hold 
herein the refurrection of Chrift, declares him, whole life was taken frem 
the earth, to be aliye again, who although he died ar.d was buried , yer 
was he not left in the grave to fee corruption, but was raifed again, and 
® behold he liveth for evermore; and as hereby he holds forth the refurretti- 
of Chrilt, fo doth he alfo his own, being planted into che likeneis therof, 
fo as to reckon himfelf to be in hisfoul and: fpiric quickned, and rifew 
with Chrilt, from henceforth to live unto God the fountain of life, and 
to Chrift Iefus the Lord who died for him, and rote agains and fo to walk 
in newnels of life in this prefent evill world, beingalto begotten unto a 
lively hope, that in the world to come he fhall.be raifed, and quickned 
doth in foul, and bedy, co a life everlafting, See Rom. 6. 4,°'5, 8: 
ts 8.3 3535936. Col.2.12. RomB.1n. 1 Core 5.29.1 
but fprinkling doth no way lively refemble the refurrection of Chrift, or 
the fouls or bodies rifing, or being raifed by him, as the way of dipping 
doth, Therefore this appointment of Chrift was, and ftill is,to be per- 
formed by way of dipping or putting the perfon into or under the water, 
and not by fprinkling, | 

chat this dipping in, or into water, in the name of Iefus, is one of 
the commandments of this Lord Ielus Chrift, doth evidently 
Mu, 2%. 19. Mark. 16. 15, 16 compared with 2, 38. 41. 
&. 36. 38. andio, 47,48 And tharitisalfoto be obferved by all 
that cra(t in Chrift, asother of his commands, as he is the Lord, untill 
 -hecome again, is likewife exprefly manifelted tobe his will, Afar, 28. 
2. Gal, 7s 8. Jude 3. 2 Tim. 2. 2. (ol. 2. 5, Rev. 2. 
25. 3. B1, Hold. fastril come. Rev; 22. 14. 19, Heb. 25: 
But to proceed, 

| That a wifible believer ar difciple of Christ Fe(us (that ss, one that 
manifesteth repentance towards God 5. and faithin Jefus (trip) 
rhe onely perfon that tobe baptifed with that vijib'e baptifm or 
ping of Jefus Chrift in wate- ] That a vifible dilciple or Scholar of 
Chinft,. one thar. manifeftech: himfelf to: baye heard:him,. to have been 


taught 


| 
| 
| 
: 
« 
& 
| | 
wi 
i 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
5 
| 


caught by him, ard to have yielded up himfelf to him as his teacher, is the 
only perton,gcc, will be made manifett, 

1. By the commiffiom it felf, and the arguinent ftands thus’, and. 
they onely have right to this: ordinance, and appointment of Jefus 
Chrift, whom the ordainer himlelf, /c7, Chrift ]efus the Lord, hath 
in his Laft Will and Tcftament appointed it co; but Chrift Telus the 
Lord hath appointed it to Dilciples, and to Believers, and to fuch 
oncly, ‘Therefore. 

The firtt p-opofizion cannot be denyed,, and the fecond will eafily 
be proved: the commiflion by which the Apoltles were warranted to 
adminifter this ordinance, and 10 muft all chat baptite or they will appear 
but ulurpeis (A/far.28 18,19. All power is given unto “heaven 
and in Earth, faiththe Lord, ye therefore and or make 
difciples not among'the Jews only ,but among the Gentiles, and Nati- 
_ ons, and baptize them; 40 that if the queftion: fhould have been made, 

Lord whom fhall we baptife of the Nations among the Jews and 
Gentiles? his anfwer was given in the words before, and he would 
have given no other, you fhall baptize amongft the Nations Jews and 
Gentiles, fuch as firlt have been taught , and by teaching have been 
made my difciples; fo ~Mar. 16.16.Go ye into all che world , faith 
the Lord, and preach the Gofpel to creature, to the Gentiles as 
well as the Jews, he that beleeveth and is baptized fhall be faved, &c. 
So that if the queftion here again fhould be propounded who among the 
relicious:and ttriét Jews, and the looft and profane Gentiles, fhould be 
_ baptifed, the anfwer is plain, thofe to whom the Gofpel firft hath been 
preached, and they through that Gofpel have alfo believed: — 

3. By the practice of the Commiffioners who were faithful unto 
their Lord, 0h tyre thecharge which he gave them,and the argument 
(tands thus. 

Such as the faithful Apoftles , and firlt Commiffioners of Chrift Jefus 
the Lord adminiftred this ordinance of baptifm unto, fuch and fach only 

ought to be made partakers thereof, 
the Apoftles and firtt Com-niffioners of Chrift adminiftred noe 
his ordinance unto camal babes, infants of daies , fuch asare by the 
teftimony of the Scriptures declared to be conceived in fin,to be brought 
forth in iniquity, and being bom of the flefh to be but flefh , and fo 
nature the Childien of wrath one as well as another; being allo un- 


taught. But.to fuch as firft were caught’, and'were ordained,-by the 
immot- 
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to you and to your chi 


(54) 
immortal feed of the word, to be born again, and as new born babes in 

Chrilt, haying tafted of the fincere milk of the word, defire (114 more of 
thie fame, that they might prow up thereby , and uch as appeared to be | 
converted and to become as little ones, {uch little ones as believed in 


The firkt propofition I fuppofe none that awn Chrift and his Apoitles 
will dare to which is more queltionable will 
alfo be proved. See eA fts 2. 39, 40, 41, 425 &c,. Although 
Peter with the 11 calls upon the coayicted Jews to , and to be 
i Se ¢vety one in the name of Jefus for che remiffion of finsy and 
them that then they fhall be made partakers of the holy Spirit; and — 
that chey fhould not need to diftrult ic; be fhews them the largenefs of the 
promie that was made concerning the pouring forth of the Spirit, it be- 
ing promiled co be poured forth upon all fiefh, as they had expreft in the 
beoining of their dilcourfe our of Foely.16. and 17. and therefore 
faith, tis to youand to your Children, and to all chat are a far off, e- 
ven as many € of you,your children and fuchas are a far off) asthe 
Lord opt God fhall call; yet hebaptizeth none, but fuch as were 
led by die holding forth the word of falvation by Jefus Chrift, asap- 
pears in the words, for they that gladly received his word were baptized; 
and they only;for they that were baptized were added,and continued to- 
gether inthe Apoftles Dogtrine , and in fellowfhip, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayer, and continued daylywith one accord in the 
Temple, and breaking bread from houle to houfe did eat their meat 
with gladnefs and finglenels of heart, praifing God: all which cannot 
be underftood of infants of daies, And therefore this place if rightly 
confidered, will be fo far from affording a ground for the bapuiziog of 
the children of becaufe here iris faid the promile is 
Idren , that it will fufficiently evince the contra 
ty; forindeed {uch an apprehenfion is accompanyed with 2 or 3 evident 
miltakes, there is aaniltake in the promife, in thejparties to. whom the 
belongs, andthe manner how itisto, themand theis children, 
| 
t. These is ami(take of the promi, inthat it is looked at as the Cor 
_ venant of Grace which doth ingtatiate the foul into, and gives it an ine 
tereltiin oll the privileges of the Gofpel of Chrift, andto.in..ardcr doth 
4 8? before bapti{m or any other vifible ordinance and appointment of his, 
| whecea in. yety truth by promife there, is meant that holy. Spirit of Pipe 
| mi 
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| 
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| 
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(53) 
_ mife which they which believed in Chrift, and obeyed hiins fhould ac 
cording to promife receive after he was afcended unco the richt hand of 
the father, as appears fob. 7. 39: 14.16. 16.7. That which he had here 
{hed abroad in a powexfiill manner upon the Apoftles, and that which 
thete Jews alfo in believing and obeying the Golpel of Chritt 
fhould alfo receive, and therfore faith Perer,repent, and be baprized and 
¢ fhall receive 8c ¢.and was no other than that which was of old prophe 
cyed of by /oe/, as is declared v.16,and {ois a promife that follows faith 
and obedience, and not fuch as goes before to give right to this- appoint- 
ment of Chrift. 
2. There is a miltake im the parties to whom this’ promife belongs, 
for whereas itis faidto your.children it is 
conceived to be meant believers, and their infants of daies.which upon 
that accompt are to be baptized, itis plain and evident when the A- 
tle tpoke thefe words to thein, they could not be looked upon as be- 
levers, foraf{much as they being prick’d at the heart, and only convin- 
ced of their evill in murdering the Lord of life, propounded what they 
fhould do to be faved, which is farre from believing, to which the A- 
poltle replies , repent , and be baptized in the name of Jefus for the re- 
mifjion of finmes; and to conceive that by their children were meant in- 
tants of daies, it may be as well fo underltood by your Sonnes and 
daughters, which fhould fo receive of the promife of the Spirit as to pro- 
phecy mentioned in the feventeenth verfe of this chapter , to which thefe 
words are related; and to make it appear that the promife was not fo 
either co them or their children (as yet maniféfted) to Five them right 
unto baptifa, after many more words ufed by the Apoftle to perfwade 
them to fave themfelves from this adulterous genefation, ic is faid,but as 
many as gladly received his word were baptized, and but only fuch, 
and not their infants of daies , for they that were baptized continued 
t we m fuch appointments of Chrift as infants are in no meafure ca- 
3- There isa miftake in the manner how this promife is to them,ge their 
children,not {poken to them now ag believers, && their children as havi ng 
right and incere’t peculiar by them, but indeed to'them. and their chil- 
dren no otherwife than co all chatare a far. off, which iftaken in the ge- 
nerall cannot be undedtood bur with refpes ro the general promife, 
which is to pour forth his Spiric wporrall flefth , burif withthe reftridti- 
on,whichis,cven as many.as the Lord our God fhall call, then, go 
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and. Gentiles, fisch:as.are netr,.and fuch as area 
before they can haye.a peculi- 


De calied: by the word. of his grace they 
| ar sight and interett in this {pirit of promile, and fo a child chat 1s called 
‘ to believe and obey the Golpel may, have this ptomilemade good unto 
him before his father, anda Gentle that isafarci before avJew thar 
This will appear alfo by ocher inftances,as.of Philip baptizing in Samas- 
received the word with great joy, i4és)8, and when the 
nuch teeing the water, asked what fhould let him to be baprifed, Phi« 
Lip incimares chat hehad been raughts' yet che want of aimani- 
feltation of faith would be'a 37. And whereas there ismention’ 
| made,of whole houfes thac were bap-ifed; -that'the Commiffioners:might 
appear faithful unto their Lord , and) keep clofe'to’ the werywords of 
theif | youdhall find they were firtt raughr, and by teaching 
were made and gladly received his word, Seeitin Corm=. 
20. 33, 34. Sompared !with :the GE 47 
believing in. God with all hishoufe; ‘tec it alld inf 
| 


pas boulhold, Acts 18.8, :9,°10; Stephanus houlhold>1 Gore 
compared withichap. 16, v. 14: And for’ houfhold: 
Aits, 46. the Spinit of God being more filenc thtreiny-they:that can-; 
by other fours: nor yet by’ the Gomuniffion: ierfelf ‘nor. 
prove if theycan'th That 
In cafe the bad, chat everfhe had any children by : 
bim,and iffo, chen in the 3, place chat they were not dead,or fo 
gladly.as.well ascheipmd«: 
3» Achird argument to prove that a vifible believer is the perfon thir: 
acterding to the mind of Chrift is co be:bapried itm water, imay-be! 


‘lm, in che icripeures of truth, the firttplace ; 
6. 4. A -q:argumentmay 


be taken-from the nature. of the ordinancesand a § from Fokus Bapdim,: 
Yeamuch more be {aid cb this poine, but this may fufhiees 
alfo the only perfowtbat intd le apdde 


| ‘and children, Jews 
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| 
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hone, and foto wair forhistemming the fecond time in the form of a 
and-King with kis glorious Kingdome according promife 
That he:is the only. perfon that is toenter inco, and walk in. the viable 
order of his houfe,will evidently yifthe order in which our Lord 
left his houfe when he went to his Father to receive his kiredome be du- 
confadered, for in his daft will and teftament we-fhall find it thus recos- 
ded, when our Lord was about to be gone; he gave order unto his Apo~. 
_ files, whom: he made-ftewards in his boule of the myfteries of God, 
to make him Difciplesof all Nations, and that fuch. as werefomade. 
fhould then be baptized , andefo-vifibly plarived ifite Chrift, and put on 
‘Chrift , and haviag foreceived him, walk inthim, obferying all 
things whatloever he had cortimanded, the firftching wherof as touching 
order was, to be added or joined one to another in the fellowfhipof the 
_Gofpel bya mutual profeffed fubjeftion to’ the Scepter of \Chrift, and 
being 2 company thus called out of the world,from worldly vanities,and 
worldly worhipsyafter Chrift Jefus the Lord (which isthe proper Eng- 
Charch of and is.in.other cerms called 
Houfhold of faith) fhould ftead continue together in the Apoftles — 
lowfhip, fci. mutual fupport both inward-and: outward; in Breaking 
of bread, thereby remembring the death of our Lord, whole foul was 
made an offering for fin, as his Meth is meat indeed, and hisblood drink 
indeed, by the help of the Spirit; to nourifh igre up unto 
eternal life, and in prayer, one with and for another ; that this is 
ppointed in his’ laft Will and 


Teftament, doth-evidently appear bis own precept, and com- 
mand, and by che of in him, and if 
fo, then neither infants of daies, nor yet fuchias profe% themfelves to be 


believers’ in Jefus, butrefufe as a:manifeftation theteof,accordingto the 


practice of fuch as firft trufted Chrift,to yield up thenifelyesto be plan- 
tedintothe death,’ burial, and tefurredtion:of Ghrift, and fo vilibly to 
put Chrifton,as did the Chriffians of old, fay fach: have no vihblenghe 
clude the ftands thus; ; They, end.theyonly, have 
t, argument 

viGhle rights ta walk in thevifible ordet of houfe, 

and fo to wait for his comming, whom ‘Chrift Jéfus himlelt being the 
Lord of the houfe, hath appointed, and his A being his fewards, 
havea of ; Buit fudh as firlt haverbeen caughtand made difci- 
plesor in Chrift , and afterwards 


- 


alk inthe order of the Gofpel of Chrifk and to.con- 
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 ofhisabfence (asa 


they ate 


($8) 

bin baptifel or dipped and oats vifibly 8 lively planted into che death, 
burial, and of Chrilt, are hey ,and bey only, whom Chriat 
hath appointed and the Apoftles have sreateed of, See his Commiffion, 


penufe their pragtice; Ergo They, and they only, have vifible right co enter 


| into, and walk in the order of Chri(is houfe,and fo to wait for his com- 


ming the fecond tine, inthe form of a King, wich his glovicus Kingdom, 


pding to promite See for a farther confirmation of the laft 


claufe, in the firft (Corinthians 1.7. The.t 10, 2. The, 
3. 5. Butto pr 

| He ts tbe perfon that is alfotowait for bis Lords fending down 
from the right band of his father sa the time of his abjence the holy 
Ghoft, or holy Spirit of promife, and allthis according to the last will 


of that lrvin ¢ Lord| Thatthisliving Lord did 


when he left this prefenc evil that isin a great 
to devils,and went to his Father, nox only to return again,buc in dentine 
of his eat love unto fuch as are called to 
be his difciples, & manifeft the fame Por. him & keeping his com- 
mhandrnents,and as a te..imony of his nce at the right hand: 
his Father) 3 had devin the fly holy Spirit, which fhould be in them asa 
of living water flowin life, who 
itt who ts the truth which Ged ex- 
alt hint take and his, and fhew unto them, 
and fo lead thém from truth to truth , until he hath brought them into all 
truth: as @ corhforter or Spirit of comfort,fhall fill cheir hearts with jo joy 
in believing, by bearing witnefs with cheir fpirits, that hey are the c 
by revealing wnco them the precious things w God 
ae for them that love him, which neither eye bath feen, nor 
ear bach beard, neicher hath ic entred inco the heart of man to concei 
and asa holy Spiticfhall fet them apart that ate juftityed by the blo 
of his Son,unto the holy God,and fanctifie chem throughout in foul,and 


fpirit, and body; and a$ a Spirit of fupplication fhall help them to | 
unto God Side « mens chads Lon ord 
I taydid ife unto his dite heres ong and keep 

the time of his of fuch asthis, 
which hath fipplies in fim foul lacksand 


promife, and for Coppin in 


tients, will clearly 
Lot hime See John 14. 155 16 
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\ 
‘fo-w. 26 26, fo 
17. 2. rg. t6. 7, & fo wv. 13, t4, 
five tienes in thas nigh in which he beesied dock 
poomife, to his Ditciples thar loved him and kept his comman 
and that he inteaded the fame unto other vifible diiciples that fhould love 
him 7 . ) his Commandments uato the end of the world, will aifo 

t; for ifthe appoinunent of Chrift, che fimper that went befor 
rett chap.cr the 13. and the prayer of Chrift chat followed af. 
ter, and is cxprett chapcet 17. did belong unto chem that fhould believe 
through their word cill he come again, chen this promife that is {9 often 
repeated between, doth aswell belong unto them, ascothefe; but che 
former is truc; Sce 20, 1, Cor. 11. 26, therefore the later, 
Ifthe contequence be denied, icwill (till be proved out of Chritts 
own See Johna 7. 375 38. and the confideration even in reason 
of Chrifts and conder care towards all his difciples 
love him and keep his ¢ and theirfenfible wants of the 
(ame fupplies of the Spirit will clearly evinec it. 

2. Ic willclearly appear out of the words ot the Apoftles of Chrift; 
Sce Johms interpretation of thele words of Chrift, of bis belly 
flow rivers of living water , This fptke be (Aaith Iohbn) of the Spirit 
which they thae believe on him fhouldreceive, for the holy Spirit was 


nor yet, becaule was not yet glorified , John 7.29. Stealfo what 


they all {ay wich onemouth, after chey had recenyed chis holy Spirie with 
er, whereby theg were furnifhed as Apoftles or Embaffadors. ( of 

im that had all power in heaven and earth in his hand ) to go 
with the erabaflage of peace into all Nationsyand could deliver the mind 
of cheic Lord unto them in their own language, Aft sa. 38,39.Repent and 
be baptifed every one of you inthe name of Lefufor the remiffion of fins 
ch ye thall receive the oft of the holy Spire for the promefe you, tnd 
to your children, and to allthar are a far of as many ( of all chele ) 
as the Lord our God foallcall , {ci, vo repentance from dead works, to 


faith in Chrift Jefus, to this viftble maniteftation thereof by being bap. 
tiled, and fo vifibly planted into the deach, burial, and of 
Chrift for the remiffion of fins. . 


3- This will alfo appear by the enj ts of chofe chat firft erufted in 
Chrift, and vifibly manifefted chews faith and love in and to the Lord, by 
keeping his commandments: The Difciples which were alfo called A- 
pottles, waiting in che a intment of their Bord at Jera{alem, received 
and were filled with that eo power ac to ae 
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See Aéts 1.4,compared with 2,2,So that great number that were about 
three or rather five thoufand fouls that bclieyed through their word, and 
were baptized in Jerufalem, and waited in the appointmen:s cf the fame 
Lord, isto jay, together tteadfastly inthe poftles dottrine and 
in fellow{hip , and in breaking of bread , and in prayers they allo en- 
joied chis holy Spirit according to promife. See Atts 4. 31. The like 
may be found among the Saints in Samaria, Acts 8, 17. in Ephefus, 
Atts19. And the fame may be found among the Saints that thus put on 
Chrift, and walked in bim, among thofe chat firft trufted tn him in all 

ces. Secit in the Romanschap. 5. 5. andchap, 8. at large. Sce ir 

the Corinthians Epiflle 1.chap. 2, 10, 12, and6. 11. 19. and ch, 
12, at large. In che Galarhians ch, 3. 2 4. 6. In the Ephefians 
chap. 1. 13. Inthe Philippiani chap. 3. 3. Inthe oloffians chap, I. 
8. Inthe Theffalonians Ep.t. chap. 1. 5,6. andchap.5.19. This pro- 
mife is alfo found true in the litle children that /é4» writes to,and is often 
1 John 3, 24 4.13. andinthe 2, 27. he {peaks unto them 
after this manner , but the anointing ( {peaking of this holy Spirit of 
promife) which ye have received of bins abideth in you, and (\uch 
is hisfupply )rhat you need not that any man teach you, but as the fame 
anointing teacheth you of allthings , and sus trath and is note, even as 
it hath taught you ye [hall abide in him: And now litle Children abide 
in him, &c. And Jude telleth us, that the very ground why fome that 
had made a profeffion of the faith, and order of Iefus, caufeddivifions and 
offences, contrary to that doftrine they had received,and feparated them- 
feives, was, becaulethey were fenfualf 


ving Lord, fois italfoclear, that his Will is not to be added.o ; or ta- 
ken from, compare Gal. 3. t5. with Rev, 22, 18, rg, which not- 
with(tanding if any man fhall attempt to do, let him know this Lord is 
alive, and will ere-long appear fufficiently able to avenge it. 

3. [ 1 teStifie that every [uch fervant of Christ , may in point 
of liberty, yea ought impoint of duty, toimprove that talent which his 
Lord hath given unto him | Thatictis their duty to improve the talent the 
Lord hath given untothem, and that for that end it was alfo given, will 
appear by thofe two inftaaces of the Lord himfelf, the firt is AZar. 5. 
P3, TH, 15. Te the Lordto his Difciples’) are the fale of the 
earth the light of the wordd , &c. neither do men light a candle 


and pus it under a hufbell 5 but on a candleftick, whereby he intimates, 
that 


» not havingthis Spirit, Jude 19, - 
And as all this hath been proved by the laftWill andTeftament of chat li- 
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chat if it be far from the intention of men ( who are but weak and foo- 
lifh in their intentions and aétions ) to light a candle which is for ule, 
and then to put it under a bufhell, and fomakeit ufelefs; then much 
further from the purpofe and intention of God, whois the father of lights, 
to enlighten the ee a man, whichisthe candle of the Lord, and 


then to have that light concealed and with-held ; therefore it follows, 
bet your light (faith the Lord-) fo (hene before mens that they may fre 
your good works , and glorifie your father which is imheaven, The om | 
ther inftance is in the 19°" chapterot Luke 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. to 
the 27, verfe, in which Parable is'lively declared bytheLord, 1, That 
that glorious Kingdcme of God that fhall certainly appear, fhould not 
fo immediatly appear as fome thought it fhould, for which end is the 
Parable {poken verfe rr. and the firlt words of the Parable will prove 
the fame thing, for the Noble-man ( which is, Chrift Jefus the Lord ) 
muft firft go into a far country to receive his Kingdome, which is, to the 
right laid of the Father, there to fit untill all his enemies become his 
foorftool, andforeturn, 2 -Hereis declated the order -in which this 
Lord left this houfhold when he went to receive his Kingdome , he be- 
{towed gifts or talents upon them, and commands thenfas his fervants, 
in their feverall places to occupy till he come, verle 13. which proves 
that,tor which I produced this icripture ; and for further encouragement 
unto a fervant of Chrilt -to improve that Talent in his Lords fervice that 
he hath beftowed upon him, 3. Inthe third place is declared the exceed~ 
| t councenance,and rich reward which this Lord will beftow up- 
on a faithfull feryantthat hath thus improved his Talent, when he fhall 
haye received the Kingdome, and thal. return in the glory of his Father; 
the countenance (I fay) appears in thefe words , /#wwill fay, well, oras 
the2zgof (ALatthew,well done thon good and faithful fervant, 
thou haft been frithful ima few things; therich Reward appears in 
thele, Exter into the joy of thy Lord, or have thon eAuthority ( in 
my Kinedom) over ten Cities, be thou allforuler over five Citiess 
But to proceed. 

[And in the congregation be may either ask for information to 
] This wasa fiberty amongit the Jews in their fynagogues or 
as appears Luke 2. 46. where Chnift being about twelve 
years old , is found by hisparents among the Dogtors, in the Temple, — 
not only hearing them, butasking them quéftions; and when he alfo 
inthe Temple, or-elfewhere , the people did not only hear 
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plainy and brief declaration of the mind, 


and {crvans, to love one another, and fo to hear one anothers 


(6s) 
but asked higa queftions yea made objections agai {t what was delive- 
without inserruption , and it cannot be conceived but chis is ayuch 
more 2 liberty in the congregations,and Churches of Chrilt;and therefore 
Cor. 14. 35, where women are diredted to ask their husbands at home 
if they will learnand the reafon is given becaule itis a {hame for chem to 
Speak in the Church, it is plainly declased, chatmen chat will 


gay ask in the Church , for it is not a fhame for them to {peak 
bere. But co proceed, | 


(Or if he can, be may {peak by way ef prophecy for the edification, 
exhortations whole by propecy here I mean a 
cownlel of God, ia words 
lignificantly and eafie to be underitood, confirmed by the wouds of the 
Apoltles and Pcophers of God , and brought forth for the edification, 
exhomation, asd’ comfort of the whole; The 14 ofthe 1 (or. will 
plentiful'y clear this uth, and make this liberty good unto the Saints, 
an the Churches of Chrift, and it cannot be fhut out but by che fpiric 
of Antiobrift. See werfet. 5. 12. 24.26. 30, 31. 39, 40. Sor 
Thef. §.495 20. Quenchnot the Spirit, is the exhortation co him that 
is therby movedto fpeak ; and defpile not prophecyingss is the exhortati- 
on te them shas are prefent to hear, But to proceed. 
| dad out of the congregation at all times upon all occa fionsytnd in all 
places, as far as the jurif{diction of has Lord exreids | which is not 
only to the wmolt paxsofthe Each, but allo to heawen, See Adar. 


[c-Aday onghe 4 Child of light, initifying wildome 


with her reproving folly with the words ther- 


of» prewided Fora waran: here, fee Den.6.7. Afat .5. 14, 
16. 10. 33533-11. 19. Epis. 11, Alt.4.20. fam. 3.13. And fo have 
I dane alfo with the 3d, Conclufion, the fourth followetb, | 
4- [/ teftify chat no fervant of Chrift Jefis hath any liberty, mach 
lefs autherity, frombis Lord, to {mire his Fellow-fervant | This 
will be evinced to be a truth many waies from the mouth of the 


Lod, | 
great commandment of chis Lord to his difciples, 


t. Intharit isthe 


who ought te have their love ftron 
their lives fos the bretheren, Sce 


30 33, Gale m 1 


than death , fo-as to lay down 


3. 16. Now to faite one a 
no- 


| 8. Heb. 3. 2, 1. 205 215 22. 
| 
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ore, 

2, The fervants of Chrift are called upon by their Lord to learn of 
him to bemeck, andlowly, and are put thereby into a capacity to be 
further caught the way, and fear of the Lord, to inereafé their joy, and 
inherit the earth , andalio heaven, for they fhall 

rdtfor their fouls; and this meek, quiet and gentle Spirit is decla- 
sed by the Spirit of the Lord to be an omament of very great price, See 
fora proof of allthis AZar, r1. 29, 21. 5. Plalm 25. 9. Ifaiab 
219.19. (Mar. §. §. 1 Pet.3.4. but to imite is an argumen: of a do~ 
mineering, proud, and lofty fpirit, which is far from a Spirit chat is meek 


3. The fervants of Chrift are called upon by their Lord to be fo far 
from ioitiog their fellows, that in cafe they fhould be finitten by others _ 


forhis , and the Gofpels fake, meerly on one cheek, they fhould ra- 
therturn the other, than feek to revenge it. See Lake 6. 20. Rom. 
12. 17. (or.6. 7. whydoye not rather take wron 
Apoltie)) why do, you not rather fuffer your felves to be defranded? bur 
this is far from {miting one another. Therefore, &c, 

4. This Lord being alfo that Prince of Peace, doth fo far dif- 
like fuch practices as thefe among any fervants of his, that belong 
to his houte, that he hath abfolutely and exprefly declared, chat he 


byno means will have a ftriker to fupply the Office of an Elder, or 
Steward therein, no nor one that is of a Lordly, or domineering {pi- 
one that is frowacd, and will befoon angry. See m the 
of Timothy 3. 3. Titus 1. 7. Peter §. 3. There~. 


rit, nor 
firft Epi 
fore, &c, 

5. Thatno fervant of Chrift bath fach authority from his Lord to 
fmite his fellows ,. doth plainly appear in that Parable Adar. 18. 34. 


where it is faid , The Lord wus [o wroth that he will have that wicked 


delivered to the gormentors , thatdid but take his fellow by 
the throat; and him that fell to fmitinghis fellowes in his Lords ab- 
fence; AMat.24. 51. itis faid,7 he Lord (hall come uponyn a day when 
be looked not for him and in an hour that he is not awar of , and {ral 
cut him a{uxder,and.appoint him bis portion with the hypocrits, where 
{hill be weeping, and gnafhing of teeth, Bux wo proceed in the teftimony , 
where it is faid, | sat 

[ No nor yet with ontwardforce, ar arm of to conftraimy 


( faith the 
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i 
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refrain anothers confcience , nor yet his outward man -for con[cience 
| fake, or wor|bip of bts God, crc. | That this isa cruch will be made out 
bythe Scriptures of truth, and thatmany waies. The firtt argument to 
prove it {tandeth thus. aur 
#4 | 1, Arg. Ifany Servant of Chrift Jefus (be he high, or low, tich, or 
if ; poor) have any-luc liberty , or authority from his Lord to to do, then 
i he is able to {hew it, (as that which may be his warrant fo to act ) either 
| * out ofthe words ofthe Lord himfelf, or out of thofe that were {poken, 
or writ by the Apoftles, which were his Ambafladors, and were furnifh- 
ed from their Lord with commands for his Servants obfervance until he 
come again, | 
But no fervant of Chrift ( I fuppofe ) is able to thew, either out 
of his own words , or out of the words of the Apoftles, any fuch liber- 
ih or authoriry from the Lord,as that which may be his warrant foto 
o. Therfore. 
The fitt Propofition cannot be denyed, which isthis,Ifany fervant 
of Chrift Jefus have any fuch authority from his Lord, he is able to {hew 
it, cither out ofhisown words, or fiom the Apoftles. / And indeed 
for a man to actin the name of the Lord, and motto have a word, or 
warrant from him, is high prefumption, and fo will it appear if chefe 
thefe things be confidered, 
1. In thatit is plainly declared, That allpower inheaven, andin ° 
earth, is given unto Chrilt, and therefore muft all authority in heaven, 
and in carth,be derived from him, and hence it isshat it concems the feet 
and the toes of that reat image, ifit be poflible, to ftand clear cf him 
who is that little {tone cut sout without hands, and fhall ere long become 
great mountain , and fill the Earth, , 
2. Inthatitisas plainly declared, that the living God hath in 
laft daies fpoken by Chritt: Heb.1.1. hath made him the heir of 
hie allthings , and thereupon hath called upon every one that hath an ear 
i to hear him, hath threatned that foul chat willhot hear him that he fhal 


an | be cut of ; cherfore it concerns every fervant of his to take heed he ule no 
ii eo over another which he hath not heard and received from 
3- Inthaticis declared that Chrift Jefusthe Lord isthat one law- 

i | i iver, and that they are bleffed that do his commandements, yea, fo 
leffed, thatthe Apoftle faith heis become the author ofeternall 
| vation to thofe that obey him, and that he is alfo the Judge unto — 

| t 
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the living God, hath appoinred.a great, andnotable, and terrible days 
in which and by whom he will Judge the world inrighteoufme[i, yea , 
the very fecrets of mens hearts, according to his golpel, See Fames 4.12. 
Rev, 22. 14. Heb. eAttsto. 42.and17. 31, Rom, 2.16. 
From which confideration it alfo appears, that. it concerns the fervants of | | 
Chrift, that they not fuch a Law-giver and{fucha Judge as heis, 
in taking fuch liberty , or exercifing fuch authority, over ocher mei s 

coniciences, which cannot be made out from his words that he hath gi- 


ven them; all which, as fo many arguments,will prove che firlt propoliti- 
on 


And as for the fecond, which is this, /e#, No fervant of Chrift can — 
fhew a warrant from Chrift for fuch an authority , either out of his own 
words, orhis Apoftles ;: if chat be denied, we muft then call for the 
warrant, which mutt be fhewed either out-of the Evangelifts , the book 
of the Acts of the Apoftles, the Apoftles Epiftles 5 cr the Revelation 
of Jefus: but I fuppofe it cannot be fhewn out of any of thefe, 1f the 
13. of the Komen: be produced fora warrant, noman can deny that 

the power there fpoken of was fuch as belonged toa heathen, and 
think noman will acknowledge that he had fuch an authority trom — 
Chrilt to order mens confciences , or outward man, with refpect to the’ 
worthip of God, and therefore that word ¢annot be their warrant. 

If the words of Rawl,Gal, 5. 12. 1 would they were curoff that 

trouble you, be produceed for a warrant, Jet the words be confidered 
(and in the firtt place) there is no mention made of outward force, of 
outward affliction, and therefore no warrant for any eutward or car- 
nall hand fo to affliét, but'2.. The words were {poken to the Churches 
in Ga atiag which were {pirit all focieties , and concerning fpirituall 
tranforeffors; and therefore their cutting off mult be from thar fpirituall 
relation and union which hitherto they » and how that isdone, 
compare 3, 23. with AZat. 18.8. 17. Kom. 11,17. 19. 
20. 22. And checamall cutting off from the camall \//rae/ (before 
the time of reformatiog) was but a type of this a cutting’ off and 
cafting out from the {pirituall //rae/ of God fince. 
And thirdly, confider, the words were fpoken bythe Apoftle Paw/, 
who would have usto know (as. he declares it, 2 Cor, 10. 4.) that 
che weapons of his warfare were not camall, he was not wont to ftrive » 
with them that oppofed themfelves with carnall weapons, and there- 
fore if re {peaks to fuch perfons'as thefe Galatians. were (that had recei~ 
ved tuch power from the Lord) touching a cutting off, which isa bufi- 
nefs thar belongs to a fword, it too carnal an 
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(68) 
alfo evident 5 in that he did neither {peak to , nor yet make ufe of the 
Kings of the earth co make him difcipies, nor yet call for their tword 
‘to conftrain them or others to the worlhip of God, or’ to reitrain them 
from their own, although it was performed to dumb Idols, and fo unto 
devils; but made ule of the word of the Spirit, which is his own word, 
8 the miniftery of his Apoities,and fervants, to hold it forth to the world, 
and thereby were difciples made unto him, and fo by him brought fiom 
their own to the worfhip and lervice of God. See /0.16.8,9,10,11.26, . 
As 15.16.18, t The.t.8,9. ch. 2.13.Heb.4 12, 

The fifth Argnment ‘againit forcing mens contciences, ot rather the 
outward man for confcience lake in the worfhip of God, {tandeth thus, 

5. e4rg. That which ihe ge one man to have dominion over 
another mans con{cience, and is but a forcing of Se:vants, and wor- 
fhippers upon the Lord , at the leaft , which he iceks noc for, and is 
the :eady way to make men diffemblers and hypocrites beforeGod and 
man, which wifemen abhor, andt»>put men upon the profaning the 
name of the Lord, that can no fervant of Chrift Jefiss have any liberty, 
snuch JefS authority,from his Lord to do, bet 

But by outward force to feek toconfirain , or reftrain ar others con- 
icience in the woifhip of God, &c. doth are ay one ma.) to have do- 
minion over another mans conicience, and isdut to force fervants, and 
worth’ ppers upon the Lerd, which he Seeks not for, and is the ready way 
tomake men diflembiers and hypo, rites,and to put them upon the pro- 
faning the nam¢ ofthe Lord, &C. 

The firlt propofition is undeniable, becaute it is evident that it is not 
the will of the Lord that-any one fhould have dominior >ver another 
canfcience; no not fuch as had t!.¢ largelt power prefence of 
the Spirit of God, andthe large(fintereltin the hearts of his people, as 
had the Apoftles, Elders, and Seer Cor, 8 11, 12. °10.29: 
Pl. 3.45. 2 Cor. 235 24. & chap, 4. 5. for 
this indeed would be to enter upon the throne of Chrift, to fit in the 
Temple of God, apd is the very higheft defign of the fpirit of Antichrift. 
See 2 Theff. 2. 4. 1 Cor, 3. 10, Andfor any man to enter upon the 
throne of Chrift co fet a foot into the Temple of God, is to defile it, 
ard ke that defies the Temple of God, (faiththe Apofile) him fhall 
God defiroy... And fora man to put fervants and worfhippers upon the 
Tord , when be would not have others to. put fervants upon him, and 
make men 4 ffemble, when if he be a wife man, he cannot but hatedif- 
fembling, muft needs be much more abomination to the Lord, fo that 
the fult propoliion (as I faid) cannot be denied. | 
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The tecond will eafily be proved in each particulaf thereof, As’ 
1. This fo.cing of all to conform in the worfhip of God, doth pre- 
{iuppole one man o have dominion or Lordfhip ovet another mans con- 
{cicnce, for who kaows not that the worfhip cf God isa cafe of confei- 
ence, and that that woifhipard fervice that is pleafing to him, miult 
have the {piric and conttience the chief in ic ? and therefore, that man 
_which by outward ferce would caufe others to conform in point of 
woifhip, muft pre-fuppofe to have power over his {pirit and confcience, 
to caule it to Coniorm likewife, of elle he cannotattain unto his Reli- 

2. This is but a forcing of fervants and worfhipeis upon the Lord,ard 
Jiayatthe beft , for itis more hkely to force from him ; 
Ana th s will cleerly appear, becaule the tue worfhipers , ard fuch as 
the fathe. fecks for, are fuch as worfhip him in Spirit, and in Truth : 


See John 4. 235 24. who having received from Chrilt the Spirit of life - 


and love, have his word {tand in their heart, as the word of a King, {o 
that thereby they become a willing people to do him fervice,°and ftand 
not in need of fuch outward force to compell them thereto; they there- 
fore that {tand in need to be, and therefore aie by outward forte com- 
pelled to the wosfhip of God, to the faith and order of the pope of 
‘Chrilt (they I fay) are fuch fervants, and worfhipers; as are foxc’d upon 
th: Lord whomhe feeks not for, 

This outward forcing men in the worfhip of God, is the ready oe 
to maken endificmblers and hypocrites before God, and men whic 
wife men abhor ; the truth of this will be chus demonftrated ; for :f 
they be {piricuall , true, and willing worfhipers , fuch as the Father 
feeks for, then what need is thereof a conftraint or ‘reftraint ? fuch are 
a law of life to themfelves ; butif they be not, then what make they 


there before him, who calls for the heart , and-wifheth men to look to — 


their {pirics, for he isa Spirit, and will be fangtified-of all thofe that 


_ draw neer unto him? See Prov. 23. 26. Mal, 2. 15. Revs 10.3, 40 


Then as they are forced upon the Lord againft his will, and without any 
‘warrant from him, fo,are they alfo again{t their own and therefore 
acre their bodies may be prefent, and through fear of the ftroke, or 
hope of reward, may feem to conform , -yet their hearts and minds not 
being changed (and the ftrong holds thereof not being beaten down , as 
fuch carnall weapons they are never likely to be) they J ay: are 
abfent, and fat from the Lord; fo then, while their hearts , and con- 
fciences, (till cleave to their Idols, and yet their bodies are caufed to 


conform,what is this but to make n:en diffemblers and hypocrites pone 


| 

| 
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to God, alt 
cicerlydilcerned to be crronious and cvil, then can no fervarit of Chrift 


| 
Godandman? andthatit isthe way put men upon the profanin 
the mame of the Lond, is.alfo by name his omic 
buses, word, ordinences, worfh’p, they: are all profaned by luch a 
los that Randsianeed ta be torc’d:to Religion, See 2. 13, 


forbim to callupon the name of che Lord, isto profane the name of the 


Lord, fortheix prayers are abormination co him, Gen, 4. 26. Prov. 
28.9. 1.13. the nameof God or Chott upon fuch, 
is counted by hima name. Sec Kew 2.9, 13.1.5,6. 
and, unto the wicked faith God, Pfal, 50. 16, What haft thou 10 do 


to declare my Statutes, or to take my Covenant inthy morth, Soei 


thou hatest initruition, and caftest my words bebind thee? By-a 


appear, that the fecond propolition doth alfo 
A fixt argument. againft the forcing of men againft their underitandings 
and con{ciences is taken from the srchibition of Chrilt and (tands thus. 
6. eArg. Iefus the Lord hath exprefly forbidden bis fervants 
fuch a forceto feek ro.conftrein or reftrain another mans con{cience,or 
his, ourwardman againtt his. uoderftanding and conicience, in things 
his underftandineg and con{cience 


any liberty, lefs authority, fromhim to prastife; 
is cannot be denied, ' 

But Chrift jefus che hath exprefly forbidden his fervanss fo to 
praghle, and for the eof, take two.or chee inftances, AZar. 
15+ 14. where Chrift (peaking to his dilciples, touching the Phaiifces, 
who were blind guides, feducers, hypoctites, {trong oppoters of Chrift, 
yst feemingly fullofzeal and devotion, and fushas brought a vanit: 
upon the worfhip of God, and made lus commandemsnis of none of. 
fect by their traditions, as appears, 


334; of the fame 


pine 14. faith te his difciples,, let, them alone oi they 
are 


lind, leaders cf the blind, and 10 leaves chemto that fad event , 
which is, their falling into the ditch, or.perifhing together. See the pa- 
table of the wheatandche tases, 13. 24. interpre ed by Chrift 
himfel§, 37, 38. dnd he that fowerh che goadfeed (faith ss 
the Somof many The field ws the world, the good children 
of the Kingdomee (which being fown by thefon of man, mult peeds be 
meant faithtu Land finccse-hearted profeffors of the truth of the gofpel:) 
But the tares (laith he) the children of she wicksd one, andthe 
enemy thar feweth them is the devill , whichbeing the children of the 
wicked one,and fowa by the devil fees che childsen of the: Kiagdome, 

mult 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 

} 

| | 

| 

| 


muft needs be meant fuch as crept in unawars, and were fent in as Pag 
{pcakteth, at. 2.4. to fpie Saints Jibertiés , that they might 


into bondage, arid’ fo were formal Proféfiors of Chrift at 
the fitt, buc afterwards ditcoveredtc Be Heretic ks, Schifnaticks, Apo- 
(tats, Blaiphemers, fuch as was “Phyle us , Alexander, 
Dens, and fuch falle teachers as Perer {peaks of, 2 Pet. 2. £3. 
That foould bring in ditinable even denying the Lord that 
boughe thems, and bring themfel ves fw°ft deftruétion, whole per- 
nicious wayes witty fhould follow; by reafon of whom the way. of 
truth fhould be evill ipoken of: butto goon, the harve/f, faith Chrift, 
us the exdof the world, and rhe reapers dveno other thanthe angels; 
Now the queftion (for our infttuétion in rightceoulnefs) bein by 
the fervants unto their‘ Lord, when the cares Were difCovered , whether 
it was his will that cheyfhould go and gather themup, and take them 
out of the field, his firft antwer, v.29.is nay, and the reafon he renders, 
isthis, Zest whileye garber up thetares, ye root up allo the wheat with 
them And the next anfwer, v. 30. is an exprefs werd of command, 
thar they fhouldler both crow togerber in the field, whichis the world, 
and untill thetime ‘ofthe harveft, which is the end therof, andthen his 
is to fpeak to the reapets’, whith are nor men but Angelsy to 
gather them up, and bind them in bundlés to burn them. . T fhall pro- 
duce bacone initante more'to fhew that out Lord Jefus forbids fuch a 
pradtice as this among his Difcipits or ftrvants, 2. 24,25,26; 
The fervant of the Lords Git Pan, in the word of the Lord , maj? 
not Strives but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, norto finke, 
patient in meookne(s, miftrutting thofe that oppofe themfelves; which 
_-wordfignifiech a fetting @ mans felfin an co the truth in a more, 
thanran ordinary manner, even by way of covenant or refolution of fpi- 

rit, yet are they ftill to be waiting with tmeeknefs upon them , if Ged 
at any time will give them repentance tothe acknowledgement of the 
truth , thacthey wayreciver tbemfelves out of the [nares of th: devil 
whore taken captive by bine at Wi 

Anocher thatthere can be Ab watrint from Chrift for fuch 
a practice as this, is takén from fuich expreffions of his, wherein he fhews: 
hisdiflike thereof, and it Randeth thus. 
wtrg. Chtitt the Lord have thatply reproved and check- 
ed his tervants when he ‘hath efpied fuch a {pirit as this but as: 

forth inthem , then ¢anfo‘fervant of his have any colintenance,, muc 
lefs auchority from him fo to practife. wag af, 
But the fisftis-crue , hé hath fharply reproved thi:m whtn he 
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fuch a fpirit as this but breaking forth ,wimefs his words Luke 22. 24 


35. Joh. 8.10.11. AL41.26. 51,5255 Luke 9. 46,47. 
49550. $255 3254.55-56. whereit is laid, when the Samarsran: 

rceived that Chriits face was towards /eru/alem, they did fo envy him 
Terufalems fake, which was theplace of Gods worfhip, that they 
would not receive him nor afford unto ham fuch common curtefie as be- 
loriged unto Uitangers; for which difcurteousrepulfe of the'r Lord and 
matter, Jamecand John ind zeal judged , chat they de- 
fecyed to dy , and thereupon moved the queftion to Chriftin thele words, 
verle Wilt thou that'we command fire tocome down from heaven 
and con{ume them ? but what is the anfwer of Chrift ? 1t is faid, be tur- 


mtd, and ribukedthem , fayinc, ye know not what manner of Spirit 


ye are of, They were {carce awar that they werehereunto moved by no 
other {pirit than the fpirit of Antichrift, for faithhe, The Son of man 
is nt come to deftroy mens lives, but to fave them, and came in- 
to this world to fave menslives , and not to deftroytbem, and will 
have his Servants to learn of him meeknefs, andmercy , and to be as 
he was in this res 
even the rebellious , then no fervant of his can have any authority *rom: 
him for fuch cafes asthelé todeftroythem, 

‘The daft Aroumentftandeth chus. 
_Arg, That which of it felfis inconfiftent with the civil peace, li- 

berty, profperity, and fafety of g Place, Commonwealth, or nation, no 
“hom of Chatt Jefus can have liberty, much lets authority from his 
Lordtodo- | | 


ent evilworld , Ifay, if he camero fave mens lives, 


*’ But this outward forcing of menin matters of con{cience towards. 
God to beleye as others believe , and to practife and worfhip as others 


do, cannot ftand with the Peace, Liberty, Profperity, and fafery of © 


a Place, Commonwealth, or nation, Therefore no fervant of Chrift can 


any liberty, much lefs. authority {0 to do. tis 


if thefe things beconfidered, 


_ The firft propofition can {carce be 


fei. That Chrift Jelus the Lord is the Prince of Peace, //1.96 Heb.7.2.°. 


andthe more man is made partaker of , and led by the Spirit of the 
Lord , whichis the Spirit of Peace ,. the more peaceable and quiet is 
he like to be towards all men with whom he hathto do, for this Prince .. 
of Peace hath given exprefs command untoall his Servants, whoare 
the Children cf Peace (in whole hearts his word ftands, with power,as 
the word uf'a King) to be at peace among themfelves 51 Thef.'5. 13: 
Te liven peace, 2 Cor. 13.11. To fellow peace with allmen, Hebd- 
12.14. 7¢ feck peace anden{ue tt, 1 Pet. 3.21. To follow after thofe 


| 
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i} 
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things that make for peace, Rom.14.19. If it be poffible as much as. 
in them lyethto have peace with all men, Rom.12.16. Tea not to feck, 
their own, but every man anothers wealth, 1 (or.t0. 24. To leek. 


the peace of the place.» where Ged hath bounded his habitation, yea, 


andto pray mato God for itytnd for the rulers thereof Fer. 29. 7. 
Tim, 2.2, . By all which it doth evidently appear, that that which of it 
felf cannot ftand with the peace and profperity of a place, and nation, 
that can nofervant ofChrif havedby of this Lord,unlefs by a 
jut judgement trom him upon the rulers of this world for giving their _ 
power 4 and iword, co the Dealt, thus to be abufed and made drunk — 
with the blood of the Saints, which his tender heart cannot but avenge. 
upon themiclves, and upon the Nations fortheislovingtohave itfo, 
Andas for the fecond Propofition, which is this, that chis outward 
_ forcing of men in matters of con{cience towards God ta believe as others 
believe, and to praétife and worfhip, not as themfelves (but as others) 
ace perfwaded,cannot ftand with the peace, liberty,profperity, and fafery 
of a laces will as plainly appear in the 
examination, of cach particularthereof, . 
And firft, it cannot ftand with the peace of a Commonwealth ; for 
as there could be no peace e nde of, long as that 
harlot Fez.abel (who thicfted after innocent blood )copild at her pleafure 
obrain the feal and powet of the King, to effect her bloody defign 
the fervants of the Lord, who withltood her Idolatrous P riefts, and that 
Idolatrous way and worfhip which they had fet up, {0 likewife as long , 
as that {pirituall Jezabell among thofe that account) themfelycs the //- 
rael of God,(who is feen in Rv.27.3. to ride upon that {carlet-coloure 
ed beaft, and to own her felf as the City and fpoufe of that great King, 
the King of Saines, fo long I fay asfhe) can byher glorious deckin 
and {plendours, fo deceive and allure che Kings and Rulers of che earthy 
to commit fornication with her » and to give their {word and, power to. 
the beaftthat bears. her up, there can be. no expectation of peace 
in the earth, but fill of wars, and rumours of wars, uncll mens hearts 
fail them: for fo long as there is an outward force or power to be had 
to maintain and uphold che carnal inrerefts and advantages of fome. 
upon religious accowatss and to perfecute others, who for confcience 
fake towards God, daré not, yea cannot conform co their way, What 
hopes are hereby begotten nourifhed in fome ? what jealouhes, 
fufpicionsand fears in others? what revengfull defires in molt? yeas 
what plottings and contrivings in all? and as a fruit and effect hereot , 
what riding ?+ruaning? trou » aad wuroultuous aflemblings to- 
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ether ard Gidings? yea, and outragioas murderings and blood- 

are ced in a Nation, to gain that {word 
to their party, either to crufh , fupprefs, or caufe che ocher to confi 
of atthe leatt and beft to fave rhemfelves from being crufhed, :{upprefied , 
orfotced'to conformity? But'were ctisinare of the deftroyer and mur- 
deter once difcovered and broken , witichis under a {pecious and reli- 
gious precence of doing God good fervice, to opprets and flay his in- 
nocent feryants and children, and to force men to chat which chetr 
minds and confciences ate not petiwaded unto ywhich is worfe than Ido- 
latty; ‘or atleaftwould'it pleafe che molt high to help the Kings and 
Rulers of the earth, totake King Davidsrcountell, P/:/, 2. whichis, to 
kifs the beane y , and in his anger (mite tha glorious Image, 
(which Nabachadvecxer law in his dream) Dan. 2. 315 32533, 34. 
upon his feet,that were pait of itcn and part of clay,and fo break them to . 

» that the iron, ‘the clay, the brafs, the filver and the gold be 
to pecces together, beconisas chaff’; and fo-vanifh away,thac* 
there fhould no'place be found for them ; And would it pleafe the molt 
high to put itinto their hearts,. co manage’ that id and tword of 
fteel which be hath put ino hands takes out again at his 
fo it might onely attend the very ching for which it 
isb dupa them, whichis to do juftly, and to fhew mercy, as 
thofe that walk (in fuch eminent places) humbly before the Lord, 
whith are things more pleafng to him, than fiich burnt offermes and. 
factifices, alchough they amounted to thoufands of rams, of ten thou- 
} fands of tivers of oyl eipecially being fuch'as he hath not’ required at 


their hands; how foon would the earth which now is moved exceed- 
ingly , teelstoand frolike a drunkard, and is removed like cot-’ 

| | e tage , become a quiet ahd peaceable habitation ? for if chere werenci- 


ther fearon one hand, nor on the other, that this fword fhiould 
Bedriwn = to nfiaintain the mecrefts of fone, which they en-’ 
ireligious pretences, ‘and tb {s the underftandings and con- 
| of hazitd of their proper and fawhull and 
| outward cnjyoyments , and all men fhould fee the Rulers refolute ‘in 
this point 2s jaliowas, that min of all {e&s and religions jwhich 
flow are various , were Decomehopelefs of any other help to‘ fappore 
themftlves and their way, of to-draw thers thereto, chan’ what’ by the 
| word of God they can attain unto show foon world thefé cumults céafe, 
1 it ttecamity in point of Religion be flain’, and all things in peace ? and 
part I cannot expe& thar the fwords fhould be beaten into 


not 


ares, andthe fpears into pruning-hooks, 
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rife agains} nation, ‘neither they leasn war asy mere, which is 
ching ewbich the mou:h of the {poken thac 
plifhed which fhould occafion it , whichis: exp:adby che Prophet in: 
thele words, For all people mill wale everyone inthe mame of bis Godg 
andwewillwalk inihe nameaf the Lordour God: for ever and ever< 
Micha. 4. 35 45 §- bing. ode 

And as his forcing of men for their confcience fake, cannot ftand 
with the peace of a Na:ionor Commonwealth, fo neither can, it ftand 
with the liberty thereof, as Rev. 13. and 5, 
16, U7» to,ether with daily doe lively demonftrate, in 
which Seripcures itis plain to be feen, that whilft the Bealt ¢. 
through the power of the Kings of the Eathr, ali ar¢-reftrained o 
their liberty, and brought toecoaformiry, they cannot buy ‘nor fel; 
ualefs they conform co the Beaft, nonorthe greas.ones. Kingsand Rup 
lers themfelves, they {hall rather ccale to be Kings.than ceafe conform, 
when once they haye given their power to him, for then they have not 
been able to{tand Defoie him, as Emperors,Kings,Princes and Governa 
ors have by wofull experience ( through a fad hand of God) found to 
be rue, Andas bythe righteous judgement of God, they that have 
upon this a¢ killed with the fword, mult have a time alfo to be 
killed with the tword; fo chey that have led into captivity, mult alfo 
be led into peed: lothat by this ic appears, it cannot {tand with the 

And that it cannot ftand with the profperiry and fafety therof will 
appear from a twofold confideration,. the firt whereof is with refpect 
to piety, the fecond to policy. | 

That which is taken piety is chis,If the matter be duly confidered 
and weighd,it cannoz be ed bucthat this outward con(traint or re- 
Graint of men in matters of confcience,& for the worfhip of God(in this 
fent evill world, and by the powers therin) much chiefly reflect, and 
fohe upon fuch as being called out of che world, can neither conform to 
worldly vanities, nor worldly worfhips, bu: to the pure voice and word 
of and to the eeftimony of Chilt Jefus, the Lord , which if tue 
as indecd it cannot bedenicd, chen it will eafily appear to be both uifale , 
and unptofperous for a ftate or nation to be found: medling -herein, for as 
much as the Lord of hofts bath aid, bé rh at tonch2th yon , the 
aple of minecye, Zach. 2.8. agdagain, Touch not mine anoint ed, 
and damy Prophets no harm, 1 { bron. 16, 22.,and King David 
had well obferved coneeming the //rae/of old, that the Lord fuffered no 
man todo them wrong, but even reproved Kings for their wae 
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sit 
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105.24. And if the Lord of hofts who issfill of bowe!s of compaffion, 
be fo taken with the of the poor, and fighing of the needy, 


that he will not long fo 
him in fafety from him chat puffech 
12.- 5. fhall he not much rather av 


you (faith’Chrilt) be will avenge them {peedily. And now how un{afe 
and unprofperous it is fora Kingdome 
rice. of God which ifit breaks forth is like to overturn, overturn, 
overtum it as the 
hard thing to difcem. | 

Again it cannot well ftand with the profperity and fafety of a State or 
Nation, upon a politick or confideration. For itbeft fuits 


with policy (be the power in the hands of Kings and Princes, but efpe. 


cially of Statesand Commonwealths) 1. Tovtngage (not only one par- 


or feét alone, but ) all parties therein to the prelegt power, and to 
fupporting Todo this (not b part of 


| the power to any party or fe&t to opprefs or inforce others to their way 


for their carnal and private refpects, for that { as hath been fhewn ) is 
the way to lofe irthemfelves, except they conform, yea to be brought 
to conformity to afford its protedtion equall to all withoor relped unto a- 
ny» at leaft in this, {ci. keeping them theichy fafe, under God, in sefpeé 
cf their perfons, nzmes, and eftates ; 3- And co them all upen the 
fRtrongeft engsgements, which are not. carnal optward adyantzge. ( they being of : 
tentimes fo far ftom adeancing the fame, thac they prove notable means to make 


the obftrudtion) bur this, wherein ome man may be as wel affured that he fhall voc 


be forced co another man-undertianding and confcierce , as that ano her fhall 
not be forced onto his. . Which indeed is an eugagement shat is ftionger than 
h, the voice of each mans confcience being to him, as the voice cf his God 5 

y this means fhall all parties bé deeply obliged to the utmeft -of ‘their lives 
and eftates, to bear up that power, withour which they cannot expect ta enjoy 
peace, libercy , and lafecy themfelves, fo fhall the twlers alfo have. fomewhat 
more vacancy to confider what ic.is that the Lo:d of hefts dorh reqnive at, cheir 
hands, which is to do jufily, to love mercy , and ro walk henibly before rhe 
Lord, Mic 6 7,8. And whereas ic is fidded (every man being fuch &c. )- 
which to thew’ that whether foch liberty as tifis fhou'd te -granted or 
nor inthis prefent world, yet it concerns, aod allo well becomes lic fervants 
of Chrift}nor to'alcer their courfe, but to be ftill found, keeping the command- 
menrs of God and the ceftimony of }efus, and be bearing mind what is 
faid, Rev.12.11. And tey overcame him by the blocd of Lamb 5 and by 
the word of their ceftimony , and they Jovad nov. their lives. anto ‘the death 
hai kning alfo for his voice 5 who faith Rev. laft 20. Sarely + come quickly; with 
the cicfing therewith as there is expreft- Amen, Even fo come Lord 


ry but will arife, relieve him, and fet. 

athim, or would in{fnate him , Pfal, 

his own elect, which give him | 

no reft, my and day unto him? Lwk, 18. 7. yea, I cell: 
) 


, or State,;toly thus open to the. 
prophet ipeaks, Ezek, 21. 2§,26, 27. willnot be a 
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The Kings Army,and the Parliaments, neer the City 


of Parss With the manner how the C forth, aad the 
great Defeat gwen chem by His Majeities Horie, commanded by t! ¢ti- 
cu ar Duke of Yor: withtheb: heging of the € City ; + anda Treaty (or 
rhe furrender: Allo, agreat Vidtory obtained by the again{t the 
Frenah at Sea; the numbet of fh'ps funk and tzken ; ‘and the feizin g of 
the moft richeft Prize chac hath been known for many years, ~ 
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